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The South Australian Heritage Council can only take into account heritage significance of a place as 

defined by the Heritage Places Act 1993 (Act) when considering places for entry on the South Australian 

Heritage Register. Using the table below, please provide evidence or information to explain why you 

believe the place does or does not meet the criteria under the Act.   

 

Criteria 

Criteria under the Heritage Places Act 

1993, section 16(1) 

Provide evidence or other information why you believe criteria 

applies or does not apply to this place  

(a) it demonstrates important aspects 

of the evolution or pattern of the 

State's history 

 

The Callington Smelting Works demonstrate the development 

and progress of the mining industry (specifically the copper 

mining industry) in South Australia. The copper mining industry 

was a significant aspect of South Australia’s economic 

development and success from the early 1840s onwards. The 

several discoveries of mineable metalliferous ores in Australia in 

the 1840s had such an impact that the State’s population grew 

from 15,000 in 1841 to 64,000 in 1851 and saved the State from 

bankruptcy. In 1850, minerals constituted 67% of the State’s 

exports, with wool only representing 29%. The Mount Barker 

Special Survey of 1846 which discovered the rich copper ore 

resources in the Callington-Kanmantoo area gave rise to the 

Bremer mine which continued in operation until 1875. The 

Callington Smelting Works was established in direct response to 

the Bremer mine, to process its ores, and thus was integral to the 

early success of not just that mine but the continued 

development of copper mining in the State as a whole. Of the 21 

Welsh-style smelting works erected in South Australia between 

1848 and 1874, by far the greatest concentration was in the 

Callington-Kanmantoo area. Of the six smelting works that 
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existed in this area, the Callington Smelting Works was the 

second one erected. It also produced the greatest volume of 

copper of all the smelters in the Callington-Kanmantoo area. 

(b) it has rare, uncommon or 

endangered qualities that are of 

cultural significance 

The design of the calcining furnace excavated at this site 

potentially represents technological advances in calcining 

technology hitherto unknown from contemporary literature or 

excavated sites elsewhere in the world. These design features 

include the bifurcated quenching vaults, with two fireplaces and 

a central longitudinal paved channel. This makes the remains of 

the calcining furnace at Callington unique and rare. Smelting 

being an industry intimately associated with Welsh culture and 

community, both in Britain, and in South Australia, this rare 

example of Welsh technological development is of cultural 

significance. 

(c) it may yield information that will 

contribute to an understanding of the 

State's history, including its natural 

history 

The excavation of the two smelting furnaces and the two 

calcining furnaces has contributed new information to the history 

of the Callington Smelting Works and by extension, has 

contributed to a greater understanding of the history of copper 

smelting and the mining industry in general in South Australia. 

Because this is the first 19th Century copper smelting site to have 

been archaeologically excavated in South Australia, the findings 

are unique and provide a more detailed insight into the actual 

construction of a smelting works such as this than has been 

previously available. Furthermore, the evidence provided above 

of other substantial structural remains still to be archaeologically 

investigated at the site shows that it has a high potential to yield 

further information. 

(d) it is an outstanding representative 

of a particular class of places of 

cultural significance 

The substantial and quite well-preserved structural elements 

revealed by the archaeological excavation mean it is a unique 

representative of a mid-19th Century Welsh-style smelting works. 

Because these structures have been archaeologically 

excavated, they are now eminently interpretable, making them 

outstanding examples of this class of place. 
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(e) it demonstrates a high degree of 

creative, aesthetic or technical 

accomplishment or is an outstanding 

representative of particular 

construction techniques or design 

characteristics 

 

The two smelting furnaces excavated are in a particularly good 

state of preservation. Evidence of all the key features associated 

with the design and function of the smelters is present, making 

them excellent examples from which to learn about the process 

of copper smelting in South Australia in the mid-19th Century. One 

of the calcining furnaces is a particularly rare example of its 

technology and design. Its outstanding representativeness is 

heightened by the fact that it potentially represents 

technological advances hitherto unseen in contemporary 

documents or other excavated examples. 

 

(f) it has strong cultural or spiritual 

associations for the community or a 

group within it 

The Callington Smelting Works is of cultural significance to the 

South Australian community for the integral role it played in the 

economic success of the state. It is also of cultural significance to 

the Welsh community, and descendants of Welsh immigrants 

who came to South Australia in the 19th Century, many of whom 

would have found work in copper smelting. The site is also closely 

and directly linked to the community of the current town of 

Callington. The advent of copper mining in the Callington-

Kanmantoo area, gave birth to the town itself, and the workers 

of the Callington Smelting Works would have resided in the 

community at Callington. 

(g) it has a special association with 

the life or work of a person or 

organisation or an event of historical 

importance 

The Bremer Mine smelting works were built and operated by 

Mauris and Charles Thomas, sons of Mauris Thomas, a Welsh 

smelter who had arrived in Australia from Chile in 1848 

to establish one of the first smelting works in Australia.  The 

Thomas brothers learnt the skills of Welsh copper smelting from 

their father and, after leaving Callington, they played significant 

roles for another three decades in the Australian copper smelting 

industry in Queensland and New South Wales. 
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Declaration 

The South Australian Heritage Council is committed to transparency in relation to the listing process and 

wishes to enhance public confidence in the nomination, listing and decision-making process.  The 

Council’s policy is to make nominations for State heritage listing and submissions on provisional entries 

publicly available via webpage or to interested parties.  The Council will adhere to the Privacy Principles 

and your name and personal details will not be released. 

I/We,                              [name]   wish to make a written representation regarding the 

provisional entry of Former Callington Smelting Works. The information I have provided is correct to my 

knowledge. 

☒ I support the confirmation of this provisional entry 

☐ I do not support the confirmation of this provisional entry 

I do / I do not wish to appear personally before the Council to make oral representations.  

Signature:   Date:     26/04/2022 

Please attach any relevant documents.  

A heritage officer may contact you to discuss this submission.  

Please provide your contact details here: 

This form must be received by 5pm on 20 July 2022. 

Please return the completed form to: 

Executive Officer 

South Australian Heritage Council 

GPO Box 1047 

ADELAIDE SA 5001 

Email: DEWHeritage@sa.gov.au




