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Description of the nominated place and its 
current condition: 

Hardy’s Tintara property in McLaren Vale is a landmark 
complex of buildings set on the northern side of 
McLaren Vale’s main road and framed by extensive 
heritage landscaping. 
The site includes many buildings dating back to the early 
farming days of the Southern Vales region. 
The site has an enduring connection to the earliest South 
Australian investors in wine in South Australia, followed 
by the development of Thomas Hardy and Son as one of 
Australia’s largest and most successful wine companies. 
There are many other buildings and other facilities on 
the large site, which straddles Pedlar Creek. These 
include a brick and ironstone bondstore, cottages and 
offices, a brick circular water tank among many others. 
There are also large modern winemaking and storage 
facilities. 
The complex addresses McLaren Vale’s main street with a 
long frontage including large entrance gates, lawns and 
a large Moreton Bay fig trees thought to date to 1868. 

Are you aware of any modifications or 
additions to the place and can you provide 
dates for these changes? 

Many of the buildings have been modified over the years 
to enable their ongoing use. 

Do you believe there may be historical items 
under the ground, and do you think an 
archaeological investigation should be 
considered? 

Unknown 

Date you inspected the place: January 22 2026 
Have you had any contact with the Owner? No 
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Current use of the place: The site has been a major centre of winemaking for 
Hardys since the 1870s thus much of the site is dedicated 
to the processing and storage of wine. There are also 
offices, cellar door and display, storage and an art 
gallery. 
Upon Hardys acquisition by global wine company 

 in 2025 it was announced that from 2026 – 
2027 the winemaking operations are being moved from 
the site.  

Original or former use/s of the place: The site includes a multi-level flour mill built in 1852-5 
Later called Mortlock’s Mill, the mill was designed to 
process some of the State’s early grain output at a time 
when McLaren Vale was considered a “bread basket” of 
South Australia. 
The ironstone mill and brick chimney were later 
converted to winemaking, but some of the original 
milling machinery is still in evidence. 
As grain growing struggled with declining fertility in the 
area the mill was sold, first in 1862, for conversion to 
winemaking by the Tintara Vineyard Company, backed 
by some of the State’s most important figures in early 
enterprises. By 1876 it had been sold to Thomas Hardy, 
who continued to acquire property around the original 
site.  

Are there any current or long-term threats 
to the nominated place? 

The relocation of winemaking, administration and sales 
functions as announced by , will significantly 
threaten the coherence and rationale of the site. The 
historic winemaking facilities and landscaping currently 
occupy a substantial proportion of the site and if these 
functions are removed the concern is that the site might 
be sold. The town of McLaren Vale lies in a region 
protected from expansion by the Character Preservation 
(McLaren Vale) Act 2012 so is under constant pressure 
for subdivision for housing. 
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labourers had left for the Victorian goldfields. This 
coincided with the loss of other industries in the 
area and the district was in serious economic 
decline. 
In 1863 the Tintara Vineyard Company bought the 
mill site. This Company had been formed in 1861 
by local wine-making authority Dr A. C. Kelly and a 
group of Adelaide investors (Thomas Elder, Edward 
Stirling, Samuel Davenport, Walter Hughes and 
Robert Barr Smith). They had previously bought 213 
acres of scrub north-east of McLaren Vale to 
develop grape growing. There, they built the 
original Tintara winery on Whitings Road, Blewett 
Springs. The remains of old Tintara were considered 
for State Heritage listing in 2023. 
The old flour mill buildings in Bellevue were used 
for wine production and cask storage. The 
Company ran into a series of problems and was 
wound up in 1873.  
In 1877-78 Thomas Hardy bought the site and 
about two years later added the vineyards 
developed by the Tintara Vineyard Company in 
Blewett Springs. The sale included 27000 gallons of 
wine in storage and by astutely developing markets 
for this wine Hardy was able to cover the  purchase 
price. 
Thomas Hardy would produce table wine, and 
fortified wines including port and sherry as well as 
brandy. The district also grew table grapes for 
currants and raisins.  
He proceeded to purchase and develop more land 
and was to become the largest wine-producer in 
the colony. 
Hardy’s growing demand for workers and for 
winegrapes stimulated the entire district and 
helped usher in a new period of prosperity. 

 

 It has rare, uncommon or 
endangered qualities that are of 
cultural significance. 

      

 It may yield information that will 
contribute to an understanding 
of the State's history, including 
its natural history. 

a.    Thomas Hardy had profited from the Australian 
goldrush not by mining, but by raising and selling 
stock to feed the huge influx of miners and 
prospectors, especially in Victoria. 

b.    Hardy’s ownership of the wineries and their 
considerable stocks of wine enabled him to make 
shiraz table wines. He set out deliberately and 
carefully to develop a wine “suitable for the English 
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market”. These were distinctive because the wines 
could ferment naturally to alcohol levels of up to 
16%, or close to the levels found in fortified ports. 
That meant the wine could be produced cheaply 
and was exceptionally robust for a table wine, able 
to survive storage and long distance transport and 
yet be attractive.  

c.     South Australia’s long history of exports of red 
table wines to the United Kingdom, with brands 
from the Happy Valley, Reynella, Morphett Vale and 
McLaren Vale areas grew out of this practice. 

d.    Natural History: Thomas Hardy was able to produce 
fortified and table wines in many styles because of 
McLaren Vale’s very complex geological and 
topological overlays. It presents a dramatically wide 
variety of terroirs with soils range from heavy Bay 
of Biscay clays to glacial sands, and from many 
substrata including the limestone and ironstone 
preferred for table wine styles. It has a maritime 
influence from the adjacent Gulf St Vincent, 
moderating its weather, and it has hills and basins 
ranging from the Willunga Escarpment rising to 
more than 300 metres as well as wetlands fed by 
Pedlar Creek, which flows through McLaren Vale, 
and Wirra Creek, which flows through Willunga.  

 It is an outstanding 
representative of a particular 
class of places of cultural 
significance. 

      

 It demonstrates a high degree of 
creative, aesthetic or technical 
accomplishment or is an 
outstanding representative of 
particular construction 
techniques or design 
characteristics. 

      

 It has strong cultural or spiritual 
associations for the community 
or a group within it. 
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From SA Chronicle and Weekly Mail 15 Sept 1877 
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