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From 1963 onwards the entire site encompassing both 

Vasey House and Jean Rouse Villa has housed War 

Widow’s and facilitated SA War Widows Guild activities.  

This legacy, and the two historic buildings on site, are 

now at serious risk of demolition as  looks to 

develop the site into high rise luxury apartments to 

maximise profits - after being gifted the site by the SA 

War Widows Guild in 2005 on the understanding it 

would be enhanced for future War Widow generations. 

Historical sources used to support your 

nomination (please attach copies of pages from 

publications or newspaper articles as 

appropriate): 

Refer below 
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Various heritage details as sourced from the following; 

1. Burnside Historical Society 

2. Polly Dundon (author - ' Secrets of Rose Park Toorak Gardens Dulwich and Districts Beyond”) 

- Detailed background on Jean Rouse attached to this application via (appendix) 

3. Mrs Jan Milham - Australian War Widows (SA) Inc. 

4. Several other newspaper articles via Trove. 

Jean Rouse Villa to the South of Vasey House – Named in honour of Jean Rouse as the first paid up 

member of the SA War Widows Guild for the sum of 1 shilling in 1946.  Confirmed via the current War 

Widow’s Guild President  Dec 2025 and as below. 

 

Jean’s HUSBAND - Maxwell Hainsworth ROUSE was born on 2nd January 1913 in Port Pirie, South Australia 

His parents were Hainsworth Frederick John ROUSE & Sarah Elizabeth FIELD who married in South Australia 

in 1909.  He married “Jeanie” Scriven BLYTH (Jean ROUSE) on 17th Oct 1940. 

Mr Rouse sadly died in 1945 during his time as a POW in Borneo (WWII). 
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Jean (Jeanie) Rouse, nee Blyth at the Unitarian Shady Grove Cemetery in the Adelaide Hills 1970’s (source – 

War Widow’s Guild (SA) President  Dec 2025). 

 

Below - The National War Widows Guild Founder (Mrs Jessie Vasey OBE CBE (1897-1966) with Vasey 

House named in her honour. (source – War Widow’s Guild (SA) President  Dec 2025) 

         https://warwidows.org.au/about-us/founder/ 
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Details of the 1898 Rose Park subdivision Land Auction (source Burnside Council Records). Indicating 

Thomas (Thom) Rhodes as the original purchaser of land on which Jean Rouse Villa now sits.  Also noting 

Edward Spicer’s purchases of Lots 3, 4 & 5 to the North where his grand home was later constructed. 

 

Edward Spicer’s residence at 137 Fullarton Road (Lots 3,4 & 5) – unfortunately since demolished 
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Observer (Adelaide, SA : 1905 - 1931) Sat 15 Jan 1916  Page 36 MR. THOMAS RHODES. 

 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/214060063?searchTerm=thomas%20rhodes 
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 It has rare, uncommon or 

endangered qualities that are of 

cultural significance. 

The two historic villas’ on the site together with the stone wall, 

retain original architectural features such as ironwork fencing, 

sandstone walls, brick quoins, and decorative iron lattice work, 

which are increasingly rare in modern developments along Fullarton 

Road.  

 

 It may yield information that will 

contribute to an understanding 

of the State's history, including 

its natural history. 

      

 It is an outstanding 

representative of a particular 

class of places of cultural 

significance. 

The sites association with the War Widows Guild SA Inc. gives it 

strong cultural significance for a group that contributed greatly to 

South Australian society post WWII. 

 

 It demonstrates a high degree of 

creative, aesthetic or technical 

accomplishment or is an 

outstanding representative of 

particular construction 

techniques or design 

characteristics. 

      

 It has strong cultural or spiritual 

associations for the community 

or a group within it. 

The site and its two historic sandstone villas’, share a long-standing 

relationship / association with the War Widow’s Guild (SA) after they 

raised the funds required (6,000 pounds over a 15 year period) to 

purchase the current site.  With the guild representing a crucially 

important group in South Australian society in the aftermath of 

WWII.  

 It has a special association with 

the life or work of a person or 

organisation or an event of 

historical importance. 

Jean Rouse Villa as pictured below (not currently protected) 

was named in honour of the SA War Widow Guild’s first paid up 

member (Jean Rouse) - paying 1 Shilling in 1946 for that privilege 

after her husband Cpl Maxwell Hainsworth ROUSE died while a 

POW in Borneo in WWII. 
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JEAN ROUSE VILLA – 141 FULLARTON ROAD, ROSE PARK 

THE STORY OF JEAN (JEANIE) ROUSE (nee BLYTH) 

When on a daily walk, I have often admired an architecturally attractive old building at 141 

Fullarton Road that is part of the Australian War Widows Guild in South Australia.  

Along Fullarton Road, the past residents who have lived in houses along this road, and who 

have contributed to the foundation of the early history of Adelaide, spring to mind. Rev George 

Davidson, Robert Charlick, Richard Verco, John Vincent, Hermann Homburg, Heinrich Krawindel 

and Edward Spicer. Some of their homes are still standing, while others like Edward Spicer’s 

have sadly been demolished – considered of no significant heritage value! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

War Widows Guild SA Inc 

On the corner of Hewitt Avenue and Fullarton Road is the property, Vasey House, which was 

purchased by the War Widows Guild.  

The War Widows Guild was founded by Mrs Jessie Vasey in 1945 to give much needed 

support for women married to soldiers who lost their lives while serving overseas during WWII, 

giving them the opportunity of each other’s company, and to supplement their unfair pensions 

through activities such as weaving and handcrafts. 

Jeanie Rouse was a Foundation Member of the Guild in South Australia. 

The former home of Edward Spicer, 137 
Fullarton Road – since demolished 
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She was born Jean Scriven Blyth on the 7th 

of October 1910, to Daisy Scriven (nee Wight) 

and David Blyth at Wilkinson Road, Parkside 

South.  

During those times midwives would have 

attended many home births, so this may 

possibly have been the situation when Daisy 

Blyth was giving birth to her children. 

We know that Jeanie Blyth married a very 

adventurous groom called Maxwell (Mack) 

Hainsworth Rouse, originally from Port Pirie.  

His father ( Hainsworth Frederick Rouse) had put a call out, via the newspaper, in 1928 when 

Mack was 15 years of age, because  his son had gone missing from their home in Brougham Place 

at Alberton. 

The description given of Maxwell included that he was a native of South Australia, (which 

would rightfully be challenged these days!!!) and that he had an ‘ordinary’ nose among other 

items given for a description of the young man. It was apparently not unusual for young men to 

venture from their homes early in life – history tells us that George Hubert Wilkins and Sidney 

Kidman ventured oƯ from their homes very early in life to start their amazing adventures. 

He must have eventually returned, because Jeannie and Mack, he was called,  were married 

in the OƯice of the Principal Registrar, Adelaide on the 17th of October 1940, approximately 13 

months after WWII had started. 

 Jean’s new husband had already enlisted in the Australian Army in July of 1940.  Although 

this article is Jean Rouse’s story, it is important to know something of her life being married to a 

soldier, who never returned.  

Corporal Maxwell Rouse became a Prisoner of War within the Singapore Changi camp 

before being transferred to the Sandakan camp in north Borneo, where he died as a POW of the 

House in Wilkinson Road, Parkside where 
Jeanie Rouse was born in 1910 

Photo by Author 2026 
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Japanese in March of 1945. He has no known grave, but his name is commemorated in a 

Memorial in Malaysia. 

We can now go into snippets of Jeanie’s life after she married.  

She and Mack are said to have had ‘children’ – indicating more than one child.  

A record of a boy called William Charlesworth has been found – born in 1942. But no records 

of further children have been sighted at this time.  If any relatives do come forward with 

information about other children, it would be appreciated.  

At the time of her husband’s 

death, Jean was  living with her 

parents on Ettrick Street, 

Medindie. This attractive 

bungalow, in need of some TLC, 

has recently been demolished.  

 

 

 

Jeanie apparently was not sitting at home fretting about the future (well, we don’t really 

know that!!) but she was, in fact,  actively involved with helping others.  

Newspaper items in 1941 tell of Jeanie’s involvement in the TOC H League of women 

helpers, and the Mothers’ and Babies’ Health Association.  

Home of Jeanie’s parents on Ettrick Street, Medindie 
Photo from Realestate.com 
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Jeanie is buried at the Balhannah Shady Grove Unitarian Cemetery in the Adelaide Hills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a beautiful resting place for many people including Dr John Dowie AM, the famous 

sculptor and artist, who was a resident of Dulwich, which, like Rose Park, is  a suburb of the City 

of Burnside. 

The Fullarton Road Villas of the War Widows Guild – “Jean Rouse Villa” (141 Fullarton 

Road) and “Vasey House” (2 Hewitt Avenue) 

Between 1965 and 1966, what was Victoria Avenue had its name changed to Fullarton Road. 

Before that, it had had several diƯerent names, initially with Kent Road, beginning where the 

Maid and Magpie Hotel now stands; Brownhill Creek Road; Government Road; etc. 

These two houses stand side by side, one on Hewitt Avenue and the other on Fullarton Road. 

Despite very important people who may have built and lived in these homes, their 

importance seems secondary to the story of the brave women of the War Widows Guild  who 

have had to fight diƯicult battles for justice and fairness in receiving pensions and support – and 

who, it appears still have to keep fighting to avoid unceremonious eviction.  

In 1965, number 7 Victoria Avenue, as it was the name and  number used at the time (now 

known as 141, Fullarton Road), had Mrs E Pierson and Mrs B McLeod as residing there – most 

likely War Widows.  The following year, 1966, the records show it as  Number 141 and  as simply  

the War Widows Guild in 1967. 

Balhannah Shady Grove School House, Cemetery and Unitarian Chapel 
Photo by Author 2023 
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Looking South along what is now Fullarton Road -1915 (Source: State Library Archives). 

Noting at 141 Fullarton, Vasey House (Local Heritage: 8278) and Jean Rouse Villa, both to the East, 

and the entrance to the Victoria Park “Members Gate” on the West (the Victoria Park grandstand 

also being a “significant” State Heritage place (ID: 13661). 

 

 

These remaining buildings also provide one of the last Fullarton road entrances / gateways / corridors 

into the recognised “Heritage Precinct” of Rose Park (itself one of the last remaining intact precincts 

of its kind in greater Adelaide). 

 

Put simply, there are three distinct layers of critical heritage importance at play with this location. 

 

First, Jessie Vasey House, Jean Rouse Villa, and the broader legacy of the SA War Widows, which 

forms a unique and irreplaceable cultural asset on this site, and the state broadly. 

Second, directly opposite sits Victoria Park grandstand, its historic gates, and the surrounding 

parklands (picture below). 

Third, the suburb of Rose Park itself—one of Adelaide’s most intact heritage precincts—contains 

significant streetscapes, including the State Heritage listed WWI memorial plantings along 

Alexandra Avenue (ID: 13987). 

The current proposed development at 141 Fullarton, would completely erase the first of these 

heritage layers, should Vasey House be partially demolished, and Jean Rouse Villa demolished.  
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In doing so, this would also diminish the value of the other two layers.  

The result would also be an intrusive, visually jarring backdrop, that overwhelms and undermines the 

remaining heritage assets, rather than respecting and complementing them appropriately. 

 

Victoria Park Grandstand 1920’s (Source: State Library Archives). 

Of further note – it has been highlighted to us that the “stone terrace wall” between Jean Rouse Villa 

and the Fullarton Road entrance – is likely original and worthy of protection / preservation. 

  

A stone terrace wall between Jean Rouse Villa and the Fullarton Road entrance to Jean Rouse Villa 

(source personal photo 19 Jan 2026 on site). 





War Widows Day will be commemorated
for the first time today in South Australia to

recognise the resilience and enduring
sacrifice of Australian war widows.

This important day of observance is an opportunity for the South Australian community to pay tribute to the strength, courage, and unwavering commitment of those

who have lost a spouse or partner through service for the Australian Defence Force.

The day of commemoration was officially declared by the Malinauskas Labor Government in March this year, following strong advocacy from the Australian War

Widows (SA) Inc.

The Australian War Widows Inc. (previously the War Widows’ Guild of Australia) has a long history of supporting the families of the fallen. It was established in 1945 by

Mrs Jessie Vasey, whose birthday has been chosen as the commemoration date. In recognition of the occasion, Parliament House will be lit up in royal blue tonight – the

official colour of Australian War Widows Inc.

War Widows Day will be formally recognised in South Australia on 19 October each year.

Quotes

Attributable to Geoff Brock

Today we come together for the first time to formally honour the families of the fallen. Establishing a dedicated day to recognise and honour our war widows and

widowers is a simple yet significant gesture to acknowledge all who have been touched and bereaved by the death of a spouse resulting from Defence service.

We also recognise the tireless work of Australian War Widows (SA) Inc as they continue to support the wellbeing of Defence families affected by a loss across the state.

On behalf of all South Australians, I thank the war widows and widowers in our community for their service and acknowledge the unthinkable sacrifices they have made.

Premier of South Australia

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/news-archive/south-australia-commemorates-inaugural-war-widows-day

Jan 24, 2026 9:58 am

   Home News News archive South Australia commemorates inaugural War Widows Day

South Australia commemorates inaugural War Widows Day

Premier of South Australia

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au
 (https://twitter.com/pmalinauskasmp)  (https://facebook.com/PMalinauskasMP)  (https://www.instagram.com/pmalinauskasmp)



The inspiring story behind War Widows Day

News: Wednesday, 18th October 2023

ABOUT SERVICES & SUPPORT GRANTS & PROGRAMS STORIES NEWS & EVENTS HOME BASE SA

    





Early Activities & Fundraising of the South Australian War Widows Guild 

Added 16/02/2026 

Early Activities (1940s–1950s) & Fundraising 

1. Craftwork & Handicraft Groups 

From its earliest years, the SA War Widows Guild centred its work around practical craft 
groups. These early activities are described as: 

• Teaching weaving and other handicrafts to help SA widows supplement their 
inadequate pensions. 

• Providing a safe social environment for women adjusting to life after WWII. 

• Offering a sense of shared purpose, self-help, and community rebuilding. 

The presence of South Australian Guild made craft pieces—such as a 1950 woven tray cloth 
by SA member Mrs Joyce Mobsby, now held in the National War Memorial (below) 
demonstrates that these creative activities were firmly established in the SA branch. 
These traditions continued after the Guild established its permanent home at Rose Park. 

2. Companionship, Counselling & Support 

Alongside practical craftwork, the SA War Widows Guild provided essential emotional and 
welfare support: 

• Regular social gatherings to combat isolation at the Rose Park site. 

• Guidance navigating pensions, benefits, and housing entitlements. 

• Advocacy for widows’ rights at both state and national levels. 

This social cohesion became a defining strength of the Guild’s identity in South Australia. 

 

Early Fundraising Methods 

1. Sale of Handicrafts 

Handicraft production served a dual purpose: therapy and fundraising. 

• Members created goods such as woven cloths, embroidery, and household textiles. 

• These items were sold privately, and at Guild events to raise funds and augment 
members’ personal incomes. 

These small-scale, member-driven fundraising efforts formed the financial backbone of the 
Guild’s early years, and enabled the ladies to fund the Rose Park site purchase (following 15 
years of fundraising efforts). 

 



 

2. Community-Based Fundraising Events 

The South Australian branch also relied on broader community engagement: 

• Fairs, stalls and displays featuring Guild made goods. 

• Social gatherings that raised both funds and public awareness of SA war widows’ 
needs. 

• Advocacy events that supported the Guild’s growing influence. 

These activities fostered goodwill and broadened the Guild’s community presence. 

 
3. Housing-Related Fundraising (Mid 1950s) 

By the 1950s, the Guild’s focus was shifting toward securing stable housing for widows. 

• In South Australia, this facilitated the purchase of the historic homes on Fullarton 
Road, later forming the core of the Rose Park site. 

• Housing became a national priority, and SA—already well established—played an 
active role in these initiatives with the purchase of the Rose Park properties. 

This era marked the Guild’s expansion from a social support organisation to a provider of long-
term security for widows. 

 

Historical Artifacts and Archival Records (Australian War Widows (SA) Inc.) 

A substantial collection of historical artifacts—including weaving looms, tapestries, and 
“archival documents” remain on site at 141 Fullarton Road Rose Park (locked away). 
 
Unfortunately, these materials have been inaccessible since 4 December 2025 when locks to 
the ladies onsite office and hall were changed by the . 

It is our sincere hope these culturally significant items and official records will soon be 
released to their rightful owners, and allowed to form the foundations of a working museum 
onsite based on the current State Heritage Nomination.   

Noting these artifacts represent a vital part of South Australia’s social history, and stand as a 
living reminder of the extraordinary achievements of the SA War Widows—women who 
persevered through hardship, inequality, and disadvantage.  A fact not lost on those 
remaining, as they fight to protect their legacy in the modern era. 

 

 

 



Summary 

The early activities and fundraising efforts of the South Australian War Widows’ Guild were 
foundational to its long-term impact. Through craftwork, community engagement, and 
determined fundraising—particularly for housing—the Guild built both a strong internal 
community, and a stable organisational base. These early efforts ultimately enabled the 
establishment of the Rose Park homebase, which became a lasting centre of support and 
companionship for South Australian war widows as it still is today.  It is unfortunately that this 
legacy is currently at serious risk of being lost unless the State Heritage Nomination is 
appropriately supported. 

 
Prepared by  –  following discussions with  (Daughter 
of former SA War Widows Guild Treasurer & President  

 
Green and white woven tray cloth: Mrs Joyce Mobsby, War Widows Guild of Australia (SA 
Branch), 1950 - who was an early office holder in the Guild.  Now held in Canberra. 

 

Green and white woven tray cloth: Mrs Joyce Mobsby, War Widows Guild of Australia (SA 
Branch), 1950 | Australian War Memorial 

Link to Australian War Memorial Archive Collection 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C329410 



 

Example of the early struggle these resourceful women faced are detailed in early news 
articles; 

7 Oct 1946 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/35759885?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

20 Nov 1946 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/128374509?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

9 Jan 1947 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/30506187?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

 

9 April 1948 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/43762656?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

14 Jun 1948 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/162720330?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

6 Dec 1948 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/74646081?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

20 Jul 1949 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/48597900?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

10 May 1950 – Update on SA War Widows progress as they are forced to fight hard for 
recognition in post WWII Australia. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/44932895 

 

 

 

 



 

Recent Media Background Highlighting SA War Widows Continued Importance To SA 

 

War Widows Day 2023 Around Australia – SA Ladies featured 

https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/war-widows-day-around-australia 

 

War Widows Honoured By SA Premier - Peter Malinauskas 2023 

https://veteranssa.sa.gov.au/media-releases/war-widows-honoured-with-day-of-
commemoration/ 

 

Recent SA War Widows Event in 2025 

https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/vetaffairs/vetaffairs-vol-41-no3-december-2025/leading-
a-green-revolution-in-commemorative-tributes 
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Also attached, is a very informative 30-minute documentary put together by a local resident 
who has known the SA War Widows for many, many years (including vision inside Jean Rouse 
Villa)… 

 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=cyKCrMy3DrM&fbclid=IwVERTSAQK_I9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcn
RjBmFwcF9pZAwzNTA2ODU1MzE3MjgAAR4VPlew94bMjiUZLh2hTE9Nl49UByw2XE6A1OvuJBS7
lLLqwrfSMtZKvhvk-Q_aem_zMim6xC9sCoulyO_ij0DMg 
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Please find below a link to a media story run by Ch 7 last evening with regards the SA War 
Widows site 

 

https://7news.com.au/video/news/war-widows-legacy-at-risk-of-being-erased-as-homes-
cleared-for-luxury-tower-bc-6390366381112 

 






























