










































































Early Activities & Fundraising of the South Australian War Widows Guild 

Added 16/02/2026 

Early Activities (1940s–1950s) & Fundraising 

1. Craftwork & Handicraft Groups 

From its earliest years, the SA War Widows Guild centred its work around practical craft 
groups. These early activities are described as: 

• Teaching weaving and other handicrafts to help SA widows supplement their 
inadequate pensions. 

• Providing a safe social environment for women adjusting to life after WWII. 

• Offering a sense of shared purpose, self-help, and community rebuilding. 

The presence of South Australian Guild made craft pieces—such as a 1950 woven tray cloth 
by SA member Mrs Joyce Mobsby, now held in the National War Memorial (below) 
demonstrates that these creative activities were firmly established in the SA branch. 
These traditions continued after the Guild established its permanent home at Rose Park. 

2. Companionship, Counselling & Support 

Alongside practical craftwork, the SA War Widows Guild provided essential emotional and 
welfare support: 

• Regular social gatherings to combat isolation at the Rose Park site. 

• Guidance navigating pensions, benefits, and housing entitlements. 

• Advocacy for widows’ rights at both state and national levels. 

This social cohesion became a defining strength of the Guild’s identity in South Australia. 

 

Early Fundraising Methods 

1. Sale of Handicrafts 

Handicraft production served a dual purpose: therapy and fundraising. 

• Members created goods such as woven cloths, embroidery, and household textiles. 

• These items were sold privately, and at Guild events to raise funds and augment 
members’ personal incomes. 

These small-scale, member-driven fundraising efforts formed the financial backbone of the 
Guild’s early years, and enabled the ladies to fund the Rose Park site purchase (following 15 
years of fundraising efforts). 

 



 

2. Community-Based Fundraising Events 

The South Australian branch also relied on broader community engagement: 

• Fairs, stalls and displays featuring Guild made goods. 

• Social gatherings that raised both funds and public awareness of SA war widows’ 
needs. 

• Advocacy events that supported the Guild’s growing influence. 

These activities fostered goodwill and broadened the Guild’s community presence. 

 
3. Housing-Related Fundraising (Mid 1950s) 

By the 1950s, the Guild’s focus was shifting toward securing stable housing for widows. 

• In South Australia, this facilitated the purchase of the historic homes on Fullarton 
Road, later forming the core of the Rose Park site. 

• Housing became a national priority, and SA—already well established—played an 
active role in these initiatives with the purchase of the Rose Park properties. 

This era marked the Guild’s expansion from a social support organisation to a provider of long-
term security for widows. 

 

Historical Artifacts and Archival Records (Australian War Widows (SA) Inc.) 

A substantial collection of historical artifacts—including weaving looms, tapestries, and 
“archival documents” remain on site at 141 Fullarton Road Rose Park (locked away). 
 
Unfortunately, these materials have been inaccessible since 4 December 2025 when locks to 
the ladies onsite office and hall were changed by the ACH Group. 

It is our sincere hope these culturally significant items and official records will soon be 
released to their rightful owners, and allowed to form the foundations of a working museum 
onsite based on the current State Heritage Nomination.   

Noting these artifacts represent a vital part of South Australia’s social history, and stand as a 
living reminder of the extraordinary achievements of the SA War Widows—women who 
persevered through hardship, inequality, and disadvantage.  A fact not lost on those 
remaining, as they fight to protect their legacy in the modern era. 
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Summary 

The early activities and fundraising efforts of the South Australian War Widows’ Guild were 
foundational to its long-term impact. Through craftwork, community engagement, and 
determined fundraising—particularly for housing—the Guild built both a strong internal 
community, and a stable organisational base. These early efforts ultimately enabled the 
establishment of the Rose Park homebase, which became a lasting centre of support and 
companionship for South Australian war widows as it still is today.  It is unfortunately that this 
legacy is currently at serious risk of being lost unless the State Heritage Nomination is 
appropriately supported. 

 
Prepared by Andrew McCracken –  following discussions with Dianne Vowles (Daughter 
of former SA War Widows Guild Treasurer & President (Kath Harrison). 

 
Green and white woven tray cloth: Mrs Joyce Mobsby, War Widows Guild of Australia (SA 
Branch), 1950 - who was an early office holder in the Guild.  Now held in Canberra. 

 

Green and white woven tray cloth: Mrs Joyce Mobsby, War Widows Guild of Australia (SA 
Branch), 1950 | Australian War Memorial 

Link to Australian War Memorial Archive Collection 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C329410 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C329410
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C329410
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C329410
Andrew McCracken
Highlight Text

Andrew McCracken
Highlight Text

Andrew McCracken
Highlight Text



 

Example of the early struggle these resourceful women faced are detailed in early news 
articles; 

7 Oct 1946 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/35759885?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

20 Nov 1946 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/128374509?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

9 Jan 1947 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/30506187?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

 

9 April 1948 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/43762656?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

14 Jun 1948 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/162720330?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

6 Dec 1948 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/74646081?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

20 Jul 1949 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/48597900?searchTerm=South%20Australian%20
War%20Widows 

10 May 1950 – Update on SA War Widows progress as they are forced to fight hard for 
recognition in post WWII Australia. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/44932895 
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Recent Media Background Highlighting SA War Widows Continued Importance To SA 

 

War Widows Day 2023 Around Australia – SA Ladies featured 

https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/war-widows-day-around-australia 

 

War Widows Honoured By SA Premier - Peter Malinauskas 2023 

https://veteranssa.sa.gov.au/media-releases/war-widows-honoured-with-day-of-
commemoration/ 

 

Recent SA War Widows Event in 2025 

https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/vetaffairs/vetaffairs-vol-41-no3-december-2025/leading-
a-green-revolution-in-commemorative-tributes 
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