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NAME: ‘Grange Farm’, 92 Gaffney Road, WILLUNGA 

PLACE NO.: Local, HID 5431  
 
 
 

CURRENT USE: Commercial and residential premises 
FORMER USE: Dwelling with outbuildings 
DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION: C.1840s dwelling and outbuilding with later additions and 

alterations 
 

LOCATION: 92 Gaffney Road, WILLUNGA 

LAND DESCRIPTION: CT 6177/17, Section 440, Hundred of Willunga 
 

OWNER: Private Ownership 
REGISTER STATUS: Local, HID 5431 

 
 
 

 
‘Grange Farm’, Gaffney Road, Willunga (GGA, 2021) 
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NAME: ‘Grange Farm’, 92 Gaffney Road, WILLUNGA 

PLACE NO.: Local, HID 5431  
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
C.1840s two storey former farmhouse constructed of masonry with brick quoins and surrounds. 
Second storey added in c.1900. Early window and door openings with slate sills and casement 
window fittings. Substantial early masonry chimney to south-east elevation with brick chimney 
stacks. Later timber framed corrugated steel clad verandahs to north-east and north-west 
elevations. Early roof forms with slate cladding. External masonry stairs with slate treads leading to 
basement cellar. External retaining walls adjoining residence to immediate south of south 
elevation.  
C.1840s single storey kitchen and washhouse adjoining former farmhouse constructed of masonry 
with chimney to east elevation, original roof form with slate cladding. Early timber door fittings and 
early casement window fittings. Slate paved verandah over masonry plinth with timber framed 
trellis with associated vines.  
Mid-19th century split-level dairy immediately north of former kitchen & washhouse across stream, 
constructed of masonry with original roof form clad in slate. Early timber window and door fittings, 
windows retain timber casements. Later timber framed corrugated steel-clad verandah extending 
to west elevation.  
Mid-19th century outbuilding, partially in ruinous form, constructed of masonry with brick quoins to 
openings. Original gabled roof with later replacement corrugated steel cladding and associated 
flue. Later timber framed French doors to north, east and west elevations. Ruinous masonry walls 
extend to western elevation.  
Mid-19th century farming outbuilding, now in ruinous form with internal rendering, early window 
forms and internal timber lintels. C.2010s steel and timber framed shelter constructed over site to 
stabilise outbuilding ruins.  
It is recommended that the dwelling and outbuildings ‘Grange Farm’, 92 Gaffney Road, Willunga 
be retained on the SA Heritage Register as a Local Heritage place. It is recommended that the 
current listing be amended to include additional heritage fabric identified in the recommended 
Extent of Listing.  
It its believed that criteria a), d) & e) of Section 16 of the Heritage Places Act 1993 may be 
applicable to the currently identified heritage significance of ‘Grange Farm’, 92 Gaffney Road, 
Willunga. 
A delineation of significant historic fabric is provided in the Extent of Listing.  
 
 
STATEMENT OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: 
‘Grange Farm’, Gaffney Road, Willunga is of significance as an important and attractive farming 
complex dating to the Willunga district’s earliest developments in the 1840s. Retaining a high 
degree of early fabric, the design characteristics of surviving early elements is of local significance, 
as is the site’s attractive setting, its historical development following the natural topography of the 
site over time. The property is also historically associated with the Marshall, Culley, Binney and 
Aldam families, important early settlers for the Southern Vales.   
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RELEVANT CRITERIA (As defined in Section 67(1) of the PDI Act 2016): 
a) it displays historical, economical or social themes that are of importance to the local area; being 
a highly intact farming complex dating to the Willunga district’s earliest developments, retaining 
both the original farmhouse and outbuildings dating from the 1840s onwards.  
b) it represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of the local area; being a highly intact 
example of an early Willunga farming complex, retaining a high degree of original fabric dating 
from the 1840s onwards. The transition from agricultural to current viticultural usage in the mid-20th 
century is a later example of the agricultural changes that occurred in the district in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries.  
d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques of significance to 
the local area; being a highly attractive complex of early farming buildings for the district 
demonstrating development over time. This is demonstrated in the farmhouse’s construction, 
retaining its significant early masonry chimney, the documented development of the building into a 
two-storey structure in the early 20th century and its associated single storey outbuildings. The 
attractive rural setting of the farm complex, developed along the natural topography of the site, is 
also of significance to the local area.   
e) it is associated with a notable local personality or event; being associated with several early and 
significant families for the Southern Vales including the Marshall, Culley, Binney and Aldam 
families.  
 
 
RELEVANT HISTORIC THEMES: 
Theme 5: Food Production in the Southern Vales 
5.1 Self-contained and self-reliant farming complexes 
 
 
BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
‘Grange Farm’, 92 Gaffney Road, Willunga was first assessed as part of the 1985 Fleurieu 
Peninsula Survey, D. C. Willunga. The 1985 survey found the farming complex to be of State 
Heritage significance, describing the dwelling as having been built in c.1840s by Thomas Marshall 
who farmed there for the next forty years. Subsequent ownerships included F. G. Cully (1880s until 
1917, responsible for the second storey additions), the Binney family (1917-1930) and W. Aldam, 
who is noted as having demolished the original long stables at the end of the Second World War. 
The 1985 survey noted the acquisition by the Bosworth family in the mid-1970s.  
‘Grange Farm’ was again assessed by the 1997 Willunga District Heritage Survey, where further 
historical details were noted. The Culley family originally called the property ‘Springbank’; a 1890s 
photograph was also identified, showing Grange Farm as a single-storey dwelling with an 
associated tall chimney later included in the two-storey additions, understood to have occurred 
around the turn of the century (c.1900).  Extensive work was undertaken by the Bosworth family 
after the mid-1970s, including re-structuring of the roof and other works, including the 
reinstatement of the original name ‘Grange Farm’. Vineyards were also planted by the Bosworth 
family around this time. Outbuildings discussed by the 1985 survey were identified in 1997 as 
including a laundry, dairy and implement store converted to offices.  
Current research has identified Lands Title records dating to 1871 when Willunga farmer Thomas 
Marshall acquired a Torrens Title certificate in October 1871, having resided at the property since 
the 1840s. Following Thomas Marshall’s death in 1879, the property was transferred from 
executors Henry Binney and Thomas Atkinson to Gabriel Cox of Aldinga, farmer, who leased the 

Strategic Directions Committee Agenda 2/8/22 Item 7.1 Atts 2 to 5 Page 682 of 1362



 
 
 

ONKAPARINGA HERITAGE SURVEY STAGE 2 | CITY OF ONKAPARINGA 
  

 
 

 

property to Francis Culley in April 1881. The Culley family leased and resided at the property until 
the early 1910s and were responsible for the second storey additions undertaken in c.1900. The 
property was acquired by solicitor Beaumont Arnold Moulden and Aldinga farmer Thomas Pengilly 
in 1912, leasing the site to John Thomas Rowland from 1916 until approximately 1930. The Aldam 
family leased the property from 1930, subsequently purchasing in March 1936. The Aldam family 
were associated with the property until the  family’s acquisition in the mid-1970s. The 

 family are responsible for the development of the successful commercial winery currently 
located on the site. 
 
 
EXTENT OF LISTING: 
The form and materials of all early masonry fabric to the 1840s two storey former farmhouse, 
including all chimneys, early window and door openings with slate sills, early roof forms with slate 
cladding, external masonry stairs with slate treads and external retaining walls. Early timber 
casement window elements are also included in the listing. The form of the timber framed 
corrugated steel-clad verandahs are also included in the listing though individual materials are not 
included in the listing.  
The form and materials of all early masonry fabric to the c.1840s single storey kitchen and 
washhouse, including all walls, chimneys, door and window openings, original roof form with slate 
cladding and slate paved verandah plinth. Early timber door and window fittings are included in the 
listing. The timber framed trellis is not included in the listing.  
The form and materials of all early masonry fabric to the mid-19th century split-level dairy, including 
all walls, door and window forms and original slate clad roof form. Early timber door and window 
fittings are included in the listing. Later timber framed corrugated steel-clad verandahs are not 
included in the listing.  
The form and materials of all early and surviving masonry fabric to the mid-19th century partially 
ruinous outbuilding, including all masonry walls and roof form. Later replacement corrugated steel 
roof cladding, associated chimney and later timber framed French doors are not included in the 
listing. Ruinous masonry walls to western elevation are however included in the listing.  
The form and materials of all early and surviving masonry fabric to the ruinous mid-19th century 
outbuilding, including all surviving walls, windows and internal timber lintels. Later 2010s steel and 
timber framed shelter not included in the listing.  
 
 
REFERENCES: 
Historical CTs 159/15; 1284/166; 2514/150; 2736/16; 3663/30; etc.  
McDougall & Vines, 1997, Willunga District Heritage Survey, p. 250-2 
Heritage Investigations & Heritage Consultants, 1985, Fleurieu Peninsula Survey, D. C. Willunga, 
Item Ref. No. 26.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strategic Directions Committee Agenda 2/8/22 Item 7.1 Atts 2 to 5 Page 683 of 1362



 
 
 

ONKAPARINGA HERITAGE SURVEY STAGE 2 | CITY OF ONKAPARINGA 
  

 
 

  

 
 
SITE MAPPING:  

 
Site map of ‘Grange Farm’, 92 Gaffney Road, Willunga; (1) c.1840s two-storey farmhouse; (2) c.1840s single storey 
kitchen and washhouse; (3) Mid-19th century split-level dairy; (4) Mid-19th century outbuilding in partially-ruinous form; (5) 
ruinous mid-19th century outbuilding with c.2010s shelter (Google Maps) 
 
 
HISTORICAL IMAGES: 
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C.1890s photograph of ‘Grange Farm’ farmhouse before c.1900s two storey additions. 1997 Survey notes presence of 
Culley children on the verandah (1997 Willunga District Heritage Survey).   
 
 

 
C.1977 photograph of ‘Grange Farm’ farmhouse, looking north (1997 Willunga District Heritage Survey).   
 

 
C.1977 photograph of ‘Grange Farm’ farmhouse, looking west (1997 Willunga District Heritage Survey).   
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C.1984 photograph of ‘Grange Farm’ farmhouse, looking north (1985 Fleurieu Peninsula Survey, D. C. Willunga).   
 

 
C.1997 photograph of Grange Farm farmhouse, facing west (1997 Willunga District Heritage Survey).  
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OTHER IMAGES: 
 

 
‘Grange Farm’ farmhouse, looking east (GGA, 2021) 
 

 
‘Grange Farm’ farmhouse and outbuildings, looking south (GGA, 2021) 
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North elevation of former kitchen and washhouse (GGA, 2021) 
 

 
North elevation of kitchen and washhouse with early chimney (GGA, 2021) 
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Significant early masonry chimney to east elevation of former farmhouse (GGA, 2021) 
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Retaining walls to the south of former farmhouse (GGA, 2021) 
 

 
Attractive rural setting of ‘Grange Farm’ outbuildings east of former farmhouse (GGA, 2021) 
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West elevation of split-level former dairy (GGA, 2021) 
 

 
North and east elevations of split-level former dairy with later verandah additions (GGA, 2021) 
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East and south elevations of split-level former dairy (GGA, 2021) 
 

 
West elevation and ruinous walls of mid-19th century outbuilding immediately east of former farmhouse (GGA, 2021) 
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North elevation and ruinous walls of mid-19th century outbuilding immediately east of former farmhouse with later 
corrugated steel roofing, chimney and timber-framed doors (GGA, 2021) 
 

 
South elevation and ruinous walls of mid-19th century outbuilding immediately east of former farmhouse (GGA, 2021) 
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C.2010s shelter over ruinous masonry outbuilding walls (GGA, 2021) 
 

 
Surviving timber lintels and internal door and window openings to ruinous masonry outbuilding walls (GGA, 2021)  
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 was 

founded in 1964 and has 
since established itself as 
one of South Australia’s 
leading exponents of 
designing architecture 
responsive to its context.   
 
Operating across the fields 
of architecture & interiors, 
heritage, management, 
strategies and placemaking, 
the firm’s approach centres 
on running projects as a 
collaborative process with 
clear communication 
strategies, rational planning 
and rigorous cost controls. 

State Heritage Review 
Grange Farm, 92 Gaffney Road, Willunga 
DA234531 Issue – 
14.12.2023 
   

1.0 Introduction 
 has been engaged by the City of Onkaparinga to provide 

heritage advice as to whether ‘Grange Farm, 92 Gaffney Road, Willunga’ is 
likely to be of State Heritage value. This work includes: 

• a review the Local Heritage assessment for the property 
• a site visit to property 
• high level assessment as to whether the place is likely to satisfy the 

Section 16(1) criteria of the Heritage Places Act (SA) to warrant 
pursuing a State Heritage listing. 

 
‘Grange Farm’ was listed as a Local Heritage Place in 2004 under Section 23(4) 
of the then Development Act 1993 (SA) as it was found to meet four of the 
prescribed criteria (a, b, d and e) (SA Heritage Places Database Search 2023). 
These criteria are noted below with their assessment from the Onkaparinga 
Heritage Survey Stage 2 (  2020:620): 
(a) it displays historical, economic or social themes that are of importance to 

the local area 
 [It is an] intact farming complex dating to the Willunga district’s earliest 

developments, retaining both the original farmhouse and outbuildings 
dating from the 1840s onwards. 

(b) it represents customs or ways of life that are characteristic of local area 
 [It is] a highly intact example of an early Willunga farming complex, retaining 

a high degree of original fabric dating from the 1840s onwards. The 
transition from agricultural to current viticultural usage in the mid-20th 
century is a later example of the agricultural changes that occurred in the 
district in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

(d) it displays aesthetic merit, design characteristics or construction techniques 
of significance to the local area 

 [It is] a highly attractive complex of early farming buildings for the district 
demonstrating development over time. This is demonstrated in the 
farmhouse’s construction, retaining its significant early masonry chimney, 
the documented development of the building into a two-storey structure in 
the early 20th century and its associated single storey outbuildings. The 
attractive rural setting of the farm complex, developed along the natural 
topography of the site, is also of significance to the local area. 

(e) it is associated with a notable local personality or event 
 [It is] associated with several early and significant families for the Southern 

Vales including the Marshall, Culley, Binney and Aldam families. 
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 (2020:619) noted that the place is likely to meet the 
threshold for State Heritage listing under Section 16(1) criteria (a), (d) and (e) 
of the Heritage Places Act, however no assessment was undertaken to support 
this statement at the time. 

2.0 History of the Place 
The following history of the place has been taken from the Onkaparinga 
Heritage Survey Stage 2 (  2020:620-621): 

‘Grange Farm’, 92 Gaffney Road, Willunga was first assessed as part of the 
1985 Fleurieu Peninsula Survey, D. C. Willunga. The 1985 survey found 
the farming complex to be of State Heritage significance1, describing the 
dwelling as having been built in c.1840s by Thomas Marshall who farmed 
there for the next forty years. Subsequent ownerships included F. G. Cully 
(1880s until 1917, responsible for the second storey additions), the Binney 
family (1917-1930) and W. Aldam, who is noted as having demolished the 
original long stables at the end of the Second World War. The 1985 survey 
noted the acquisition by the  family in the mid-1970s. 
 
‘Grange Farm’ was again assessed by the 1997 Willunga District Heritage 
Survey, where further historical details were noted. The Culley family 
originally called the property ‘Springbank’; a 1890s photograph was also 
identified, showing Grange Farm as a single-storey dwelling with an 
associated tall chimney later included in the two-storey additions, 
understood to have occurred around the turn of the century (c.1900). 
Extensive work was undertaken by the  family after the mid-
1970s, including re-structuring of the roof and other works, including the 
reinstatement of the original name ‘Grange Farm’. Vineyards were also 
planted by the  family around this time. Outbuildings discussed 
by the 1985 survey were identified in 1997 as including a laundry, dairy 
and implement store converted to offices. 
 
Current research has identified Lands Title records dating to 1871 when 
Willunga farmer Thomas Marshall acquired a Torrens Title certificate in 
October 1871, having resided at the property since the 1840s. Following 
Thomas Marshall’s death in 1879, the property was transferred from 
executors Henry Binney and Thomas Atkinson to Gabriel Cox of Aldinga, 
farmer, who leased the property to Francis Culley in April 1881. The Culley 
family leased and resided at the property until the early 1910s and were 
responsible for the second storey additions undertaken in c.1900. The 
property was acquired by solicitor Beaumont Arnold Moulden and Aldinga 
farmer Thomas Pengilly in 1912, leasing the site to John Thomas Rowland 
from 1916 until approximately 1930. The Aldam family leased the property 
from 1930, subsequently purchasing in March 1936. The Aldam family 
were associated with the property until the  family’s acquisition in 
the mid-1970s. The  family are responsible for the development 
of the successful commercial winery currently located on the site. 

 
1 The current Section 16(1) criteria for State Heritage assessment within the Heritage Places Act 
did not come into effect until 1993.  Prior legislation utilised different criteria. 
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Figure 1: Grange Farmhouse before first floor additions, c1890 [Source: Courtesy of  
family] 
 

 
Figure 2: Grange farmhouse with second floor additions, early to mid 20 century [Source:  

, Courtesy of  family] 
 

 
Figure 3: Grange stables and chicken house, early to mid 20 century [Source:  

 Courtesy of  family] 
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Figure 6: Grange Farmhouse and kitchen/washhouse, c1996 [Source:  
1997:251] 
 

 
Figure 7: Grange Farmhouse, c1996 [Source:  1997:250] 
 
Supplementary History 
Thomas Marshall (1811-1880) arrived in South Australia from England in 1839 
and in 1841 he married Honor Williams (1812-1873). Thomas was a farmer in 
Willunga and he called his originally three roomed home ‘The Grange’. Thomas 
and Honor had 10 children (5 boys and 5 girls). Marshall farmed wheat, barley 
and he had cattle and pigs. Marshall held a timber licence, was later a district 
councillor and he owned six rural sections (306, 440, 441, 769, 770 & 771). 2 
 
Francis Gabriel Culley (1860-1946) married Lilya Pethick, they lived at Willunga 
and they had eight children. Cully’s father arrived in South Australia in 1848, 
married Treaza Cox and they had nine children and he was a farmer at Aldinga. 
Francis Culley toured farms in England and Australia in 1902 for nine months. 
Culley named the property ‘Springbank’. 3 

 
2 Willunga Local Library, family history records; Willunga District Heritage Survey 1997:250 
3 Willunga Local Library, family history records; The Advertiser 1902, 17 Oct, p.6 







 State Heritage Review: Grange Farm 2023 

 
The former dairy (later used as a chicken house) is a single-storey single room 
masonry building with a later carport addition to the east (Figure 17 and Figure 
18). Internally, the building has been altered with the masonry walls painted, 
carpet to the floor and a timber panelled ceiling. 
 
The outbuilding north-east of the farmhouse, which is partly a ruin with a 
covered roof is now used as the cellar door (Figure 19 and Figure 20). Historical 
photos label this building as a stable. The roof is clad with metal sheeting, but 
the earlier slate tiles are visible internally. Internally, the floors have a later tiled 
finish and masonry walls are painted. All doors and windows are altered, and it 
has a timber panelled addition to the east. 
 
The former outbuilding to the north-east of the group of buildings (No. 5 in Fig. 
8 above) has a later shelter over (Figure 21). The use of this masonry building 
is unknown. 
 
Late 20th century and early 21st century additions to the property include a pool 
and pool house west of the farmhouse, and various galvanised clad winery 
buildings that are used in wine production and offices. The landscape around 
the house has also substantially changed with later low stone walls to the north, 
north-west and south of the house, fenced yard and additional trees and shrubs. 
 

 
Figure 9: Grange Farm, view of farmhouse, washhouse and dairy from the north-east, 2023 
 



 State Heritage Review: Grange Farm 2023 

 
Figure 10: Grange Farm, view of dairy and outbuilding from the south-west, 2023 
 

 
Figure 11: Grange Farm, farmhouse, north and west elevations, 2023 
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(f) it has strong cultural or spiritual associations for the community or a 
group within it 

Unlikely to meet the threshold for State Heritage listing under this criterion: 
•  There is no evidence to suggest the site has any strong cultural or spiritual 

associations with the community or any group. 
 
 
(g) it has a special association with the life or work of a person or 

organisation or an event of historical importance 
Unlikely to meet the threshold for State Heritage listing under this criterion 
•  From the mid 19th century to the late 20th century, the farm has been 

associated with the Marshall, Culley, Binney and Aldam families, however 
this association does not appear to extend beyond the local level. 

•  There are no significant historic events known to have occurred at the place. 
 

4.3 Summary and Recommendations 
The Grange Farm complex is a Local Heritage Place under the Planning and 
Design Code, Grange Farm, 92 Gaffney Road, Willunga under criterion a, b, d 
and e.  
 
This high-level State Heritage review has concluded that it is unlikely that the 
Grange Farm complex would meet the threshold for State Heritage listing under 
any of the seven criteria. The c1900 and c1980s alterations and additions have 
substantially altered the integrity of the overall property. 
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