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Australia. This group is an excellent example of a 19th century 
commercial area, displaying colonial architecture that is rare in 
South Australia.’ 

Developments over the last four decades have been mixed. 
Major tourist attractions have been established in the form of: 

• The Clipper Ship City of Adelaide is the world's oldest 
clipper ship. 
 

• The HK [Historic Ketch] Falie 
 

• The STV [Sail Training Vessel] One and All 
 

• The Port Adelaide Ships’ Graveyards 
 

• The Port Dock Station Railway Museum [now the National 
Railway Museum] 
 

• The South Australian Aviation Museum 
 

• The South Australian Maritime Museum 

On the other hand, over the same period of time other 
government policies have in various ways detracted from the 
integrity of the State Heritage Area. 

• All but one of the wharf sheds adjacent to the State 
Heritage Area – which gave visitors an immediate 
indication that the inner harbour had been a major port – 
have been progressively removed. These are the sheds at 
No. 2 and No. 3 berths (1997) and No. 5 berth fronting No. 
1 Dock (2006). 
 

• A decision to make the Port Centre Redevelopment self-
supporting led to  agreeing to 
purchase and develop the Government-owned No 1 Wharf 
Shed and nearby land in 1993. Since then some notable 
buildings have had their maintenance neglected and some 
of them have been left without tenants. 

 

Historical sources used to support  

your nomination: 

Please attach copies of pages from publications or 

newspaper articles as appropriate. 

Heritage Assessment Report on Cargo Shed 1 prepared by 

 2016 

 

Port Adelaide Conservation Study, SA State Planning Authority, 

June 1977 

https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/Content/heritage-surveys/2-

Port-Adelaide-Conservation-Study-1977.pdf 
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• The State Government terminating its contract with Newport Quays 
developer Urban Construct in the first week of November 2011. 
 

• The area on the wharf, adjacent to the Lighthouse on the northern 
side, the site of the former McLaren Wharf Sheds, has remained 
vacant since 1997, though it is approved for development. 
 

In considering Criterion (a) it demonstrates important aspects of the 
evolution or pattern of the state's history PoANT has regard to the 
Guidelines for State Heritage Places that note: 
  
The place should be closely associated with events, developments or 
cultural phases which have played a significant part in South Australian 
history. Ideally it should demonstrate those associations in its fabric. 
  
Places will not normally be considered under this criterion if they are of 
a class of things that are commonplace, or frequently replicated across 
the State, places associated with events of interest only to a small 
number of people, places associated with developments of little 
significance, or places only reputed to have been the scene of an event 
which has left no trace or which lacks substantial evidence. 

 
In the context of the bullet points above, we submit that the creation of 
the Port Adelaide Centre Joint Committee (PACJC) in 1975 to oversee 
the redevelopment of Central Port Adelaide was a major and significant 
planning initiative, as was its involvement in and support for South 
Australia’s first State Heritage Area in 1982. 
 
Its enlightened approach to adaptive reuse of heritage buildings 
extended to making available buildings it had purchased to the History 
Trust of SA for use by the SA Maritime Museum: the former 
Commercial Bank of Australia, former Weman’s Sailmaker’s Building 
and Ferguson’s Bond Store. The PACJC also played a critical role in 
securing No. 1 Berth Wharf Shed and having the eastern end removed 
to allow the former Port Adelaide Lighthouse to be located there and 
open up a view to the Port River. 
 
The cultural significance of its approach should not be under-estimated. 
The poor decision to require the PACJC to be self-funded, which led to 
the sale of No.1 Berth Wharf Shed into private hands, even had a 
bonus in that the weekly Fishermen’s Market which ran there attracted 
high levels of visitors to offset the loss of shoppers to nearby regional 
shopping centres. It has been greatly missed by many locals and since 
its closure in 2022 has led to considerably less foot traffic in the Port 
Centre and the closure of some shops and hotels. Indeed, the 
adaptation of the Shed for the Market provided a high capacity viewing 
platform to gain a sense of the inner harbour and in future could take 
pressure off the Port’s smaller venues. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
While the  Assessment argued the case 
against listing No. 1 Shed in terms of its architectural integrity under 
criterion A, we believe that in light of the events since then it does meet 
criterion A.  
 
In the same way that the listing of No. 2 Dock and its Cranes 
acknowledged the good work of the SA Harbors Board and the Dept of 
Marine and Harbors, the good work of the Port Adelaide Centre Joint 
Committee outlined in the three paragraphs above does indeed 
demonstrate that No. 1 Shed is ‘closely associated with events, 
developments or cultural phases which have played a significant part in 
South Australian history’. 
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Email: DEWHeritage@sa.gov.au 

Post: Executive Officer, South Australian Heritage Council 

Department for Environment and Water 

GPO Box 1047, Adelaide SA 5001  

  

 

APPENDIX A 

Additional detail to Section B Description 

 

Shed 1 Design and Condition Report 2025 
This document includes the following: 
- overview images of the Shed 1 
- interior images of the Cargo Shed (Sep 2022 when the Market closed) 
- excerpts from the original SAHB plans for Shed 1 to show design features, and 
- current external photographs of the shed showing some of the original retained features and the modifications 
which made when transitioning to a market 

 

Overview 

 
Figure A.  ‘A Heritage Maritime View of the Port’.  Historic Steam Tug Yelta (1948) at its mooring, the eastern 
 end of No.1 Berth Cargo Shed (1953), and the (relocated) Port River Lighthouse (1869) [plus a more modern-era 
pleasure vessel].  (June 2025 photographer ) 
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Figure B. Overhead view of Wharf Shed 1 showing 1990’s veranda addition and lettered location of roof changes. 
Otherwise, the original ‘Fibrolite’ corrugated roof sheeting remains. Source Google Earth accessed 20/6/25.  

Interior (September 2022) 
The Fishermen’s Wharf Markets closed on 2 September 2022, hence interna images are not readily available at 
this time.  
As part of the market development in the 1990’s, there was some significant internal changes. The two major 
changes, were the shortening of the eastern end of thre shed – which opened up the sight line from Commercial 
Road down to the river. 
The second was the construction of 3 sections of mezzanine floor – at the west end, centre and east end).  
These areas were connected by an upper balcony around the sides of the building. Figure C. is a picture taken 
on the last day the Market operated.  
The best understanding of the internal layout (currently available) is the following YouTube video taken on the 
last trading day – search on ‘Final Day – Fisherman’s Wharf Markets’   Final Day - Fisherman's Wharf Markets, 
Port Adelaide 
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Figure C.  2nd September 2022 - last day of trading. InDaily 2/9/2022, (  photographer).  
For full story see End of the road for Port Adelaide landmark - News | InDaily, Inside South Australia 

 
Original Design Specifications and Features of Shed 1 

• Side wall width:33.5 m (110 ft) plus 6.1m (20ft) verandah on southern side of shed. Total plan view 

width 39.6m  (130ft) 

• End wall to end wall length: 175.5m (576ft) 

• Side wall height 8.53m (28ft) 

• Height to roof crown 13.1m (43ft 2in) 

• Fibrolite Corrugated Roof sheeting (1 on 6 slope) 

• Doorway height 4.8m (16ft) wharf side, 6.1m (20ft) rear 

• Floor thickness 12.7cm (5 in) reinforced concrete. 1 on 52 slope. 

• All Steel columns and truss roof frames on 5.5m (18ft) centres 

Cargo Doorways 

• Wharf side: Total of 15 sliding doors 4.8m (16ft) high  

• Southern Side: Six off combination slide and roller door assemblies’ height 6.1m (20ft) 
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Figure D.  Back (land side) elevations showing door arrangements  
- bottom image full-length image, 
- upper left is an enlargement of west end doors 
- upper right is an enlargement of the east end doors 
 [excerpts from SAHB Drawing 15117/13 ‘No. 1 Berth Cargo Shed Typical Profile and Layout’, dated 11/8/1950. 

 
Figure E. Plan view of the northeast end of Shed 1 (amenities were removed when the shed was shortened).  
Truss frames are on 18ft centres. Rail tracks on land side remain, those on wharf apron have been removed 
(but have stylistically been simulated with coloured pavers) [excerpt from SAHB Drawing 15117/13 ‘No. 1  
Berth Cargo Shed Typical Profile and Layout’, dated 11/8/1950]. 
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Figure F.  Plan view of the west end of Shed 1 (amenities block now removed). [excerpt from  
SAHB Drawing 15117/13 ‘No. 1 Berth Cargo Shed Typical Profile and Layout’, dated 11/8/1950]. 

Exterior Images (2025) 

 
Figure G.  Wharf side view showing the added  verandah (locations A in foreground, and C to  
rear – refer Figure B. New roofing is steel One line of colour paver ‘rail line’ on the left  
(June 2025 photographer ) 
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Figure H.  Wharf side view (under balcony) showing original concrete kerbing which was located  
between original sliding door openings (June 2025 photographer ) 

 
Figure I.  Land side view showing 1990’s changes in roofing and doors (Location C) openings  
(June 2025 photographer ) 
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Figure J.  Tally Clerks’ Bay window on western rear side of Shed 1. Left as seen today, right as drawn on the original 
plans (June 2025 photographer ) 

 
Figure K. Landside of shed showing elevated loading apron (11ft 3”), rail tracks and the original overheard verandah  
detail (June 2025 photographer )  
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Figure L. Eastern (open) end of Shed 1 showing original highlight light and ventilation frame detail  
and underside of the Fibrolite roof sheeting (June 2025 photographer ) 

 

Figure M. West end of Shed 1 (June 2025 photographer ) 

END OF REPORT 




