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Aug 2022 - Market closed, vacant since this time 

Are there any current or long-term threats 

to the nominated place or object? 

 

Yes. Demolition and subdivision of the land has been approved, 

and work is expected to commence imminently. Future use of 

the site is unknown (the Planning and Design Code does not 

require this for demolition/subdivision approval).   

Name of Builder: SA Harbors Board 

 

Any other information: 

 

Since the previous consideration of Shed 1 for State Heritage 

listing in 2016, the following are the changes in situation are 

noted: 

 The Harbors Board Workshop (Shed 26) has been 

demolished 

 The Port Adelaide Sailing Clubroom has been 

demolished 

 In the 2016 assessment, the respective locations of 

Dock 2 sheds and Shed 1 appear not to have been 

considered in relation to visitor patterns in Port 

Adelaide and prominence? 

 In the 2016 assessment, the connection with the Port 

Adelaide State Heritage Area – and the many maritime 

heritage locations may not have been fully considered 

- a wharf shed seeming to complete the maritime 

heritage experience?  

 The Port had unique working-class workforce, social 

culture and history. The human element of wharf 

labourers appeared to have had only a limited 

consideration in the cultural heritage and history of 

wharf sheds?  

 The combination of Shed 1 and Black Diamond 

Square - as the primary maritime gateway to South 

Australia – may not have been considered from a 

notoriety and visitation perspective? Also, it is a 

location for major festivals and events significant for 

the Adelaide and extended community.  

 

Shed 1 offers great potential for adaptive reuse into many 

applications. An excellent example of an option, for a very 

similar shed, is the 139m long Princes Wharf Shed #1 in 

Hobart’s harbour (adjacent to the Salamanca Heritage Area 

[see Figures 10&11]. 

 

Renewal SA has been executing its ‘Our Port’ Project (see 

https://renewalsa.sa.gov.au/projects/our-port#about-the-project 

[Figure 29]. Under the heading of Heritage and Culture is states 

‘The Port Adelaide Precinct Plan established that urban renewal 

should capitalise on the maritime heritage and the uniqueness 

and character of the Port should be preserved and enhanced’. 

One of the project objectives is ‘Retaining heritage wharf areas 

and activating the water for recreation’ 
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community event calendar – closing off the end of 

Commercial Rd and fully occupying Black Diamond 

Square [see Figure 24 as an example] 

Historical sources used to support  

your nomination: 

Please attach copies of pages from publications or 

newspaper articles as appropriate. 

Swanbury Penglase Architects Heritage Assessment Report for 

Fishermen’s Wharf Market Building, North Parade, Port 

Adelaide. 

The Ray Gilbert Port Adelaide Research Files held at the State 

Library of SA. 

Historic photos held by the SLSA. 

Book ‘Walk Around Corners’ by John Couper-Smartt 

Book ‘The History of a Commodious Harbor – Port Adelaid’ by 

John Couper-Smartt 

Trove Digitised Newspapers 

City of Port Adelaide Enfield - Corporate Plan 2020-2030 

Renewal SA –‘Our Port’ 

Website PW1 Princes Wharf Shed 1, Hobart 

Book ‘Triumph and Tragedy and Port Adelaide’ by Ron Ritter 
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sheds - dockside, large size with good light and ventilation, aprons 
designed for unloading ships and reloading (and reverse). Shed 1 retains 
its rail lines and elevated loading aprons - demonstrating the importance of 
rail transport replacing horse drawn vehicles [Figure 6]. 
  
Port Adelaide and the inner harbour has seen the transition from manual 
handling of cargo in 1840 to containerisation in the early 1970s when Outer 
Harbor became the reception dock for all passenger and goods traffic. 
Because of this change much of the original colonial maritime and port 
buildings remain intact, resulting in the establishment in 1982 of SA’s first 
State Heritage Area. 
 
In its rollout of the blue heritage plaque scheme, the City of Port Adelaide 
Enfield is helping tell and celebrate the heritage of the Port. It has installed 
several audio listening posts at historic locations, one of particular shipping 
relevance is located on the corner of Lipson and Divett Streets. Known 
colloquially as ‘Poverty Corner’. The audio post presents a re-enactment of 
the process of shipping agents engaging day wharf labourers.  
 
Saving Cargo Shed 1 as a SHP would complement and complete the 
experience of visiting the Port Adelaide State Heritage Area and the 
appreciation of the Port’s maritime heritage. Princes Wharf Shed #1 on 
Hobart’s inner harbour is an excellent example of how a very similar shed 
(PW1 in Hobart’s dates from 1939), and sits adjacent to Hobart’s 
Salamanca historic area [see Figures 10 &11] 
 
In summary, Shed 1 is considered to meet the following guideline under 
this criteria: 
‘The place should be closely associated with events, developments or 
cultural phases which have played a significant part in South Australian 
history’  
 

 It has rare, uncommon or 

endangered qualities that are of 

cultural significance. 

Cargo Shed 1 is unique and rare in that it is located immediately adjacent 
to the northern boundary of the State Heritage Area and completes the 
story of the maritime heritage of Port Adelaide. Figure 25&25a illustrates 
the location of other key historic port buildings, such as the 1879 Customs 
House (SHP), the 1868 Telegraph Station (SHP), the offices or major 
shipping lines (Adelaide and Melbourne Steamship Companies), the 
nearby 1866 shop of Alfred E. Sawtell (nautical optician, watchmaker and 
ships chronometers), cargo bond and free stores (now the SA Maritime 
Museum), a sailmakers shop and loft, newspaper offices, the Port Adelaide 
Institute, plus all the other establishments you would find in a principal state 
port e.g. banks, hotels, government offices.  
 
All other landing sheds in the Port’s inner harbour have been demolished – 
which makes it particularly unique and in need of retaining as State 
Heritage Property. Other sheds do survive north of the Port Expressway 
Bridge, but these are not visible to most visitors to Port Adelaide, and lack 
the association with the State Heritage Area.  
 
In recent years, the Port has seen the demolition of other iconic maritime 
port related buildings e.g. Shed 26 (Harbors Board Workshops) and the 
Port Adelaide Sailing Club. Wharf sheds are key items of infrastructure in 
shipping port, and the loss of Shed 1 to demolition would significantly 
degrade the maritime heritage of Port Adelaide. 
 
In summary, Shed 1, is considered to meet the following guideline under 
this criteria: 
 
‘The place should demonstrate a way, social custom industrial process or 
land use which is no longer practised, is in danger of being lost, or is of 
exceptional interest. This includes places which have become scarce 
through subsequent loss and destruction’  
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 It may yield information that will 

contribute to an understanding of 

the State's history, including its 

natural history. 

n/a 

 It is an outstanding 

representative of a particular 

class of places of cultural 

significance. 

n/a 

 It demonstrates a high degree of 

creative, aesthetic or technical 

accomplishment or is an 

outstanding representative of 

particular construction 

techniques or design 

characteristics. 

n/a 

 It has strong cultural or spiritual 

associations for the community 

or a group 

within it. 

Port Adelaide has a very strong and rich working-class culture from its 

earliest days when South Australis was settled as a colony. Working 

conditions on the wharves were very poor and technology and 

mechanisation very rudimentary. Workers’ rights were very limited, and 

strikes were generally the only recourse to improve them. The Port 

Adelaide Working Men’s Association was formed in 1872 to protect the 

interests of wharf labourers. Later in 1890 this transitioned to the Waterside 

Workers Federation of Australia – Port Adelaide Branch. The fight for rights 

and conditions was a major issue for working on the waterfront. The 

Waterside Workers Federation Hall in Nile Street was built in 1927 [Figure 

26], and was the focus for the activism and, importantly, community social 

life (e.g. dances and movies). 

 

Wharf strikes were many over the years, with major ones occurring in 1887 

and 1927. Some became violent confrontation with the authorises [Figure 

15] and the government established the Citizens Defence Brigade to bring 

order to the wharfs. In the1927 strike some 800 marched (with their 

children) in support of their partners [Figure 16].  

 

Shed 1 is an iconic site and very well known by South Australians. It sits at 

the end of Commercial Road and adjacent to the State Heritage Area and 

Black Diamond Square and is the key location for maritime and community 

events. It has high visibility for those travelling to Port Adelaide across the 

Birkenhead Bridge from the LeFevere Peninsula [see Figure 27]. 

 

The Shed has become very well-known by the South Australian community 

for high profile visits such as the arrival of Queen Elizabeth ll, via the Royal 

Yacht Britannia in 1969 [Figures 17-19], 1977 [Figure 20] .The Queen 

officially opened Black Diamond Square as part of our States Jubilee in 

1986 and drew a large crowd [Figure 21].  

 

In 1987/88 South Australia hosted 16 Tall Ships (of the world) as part of 

The First Fleet Re-enactment [Figures 22&23]. The Port has always been a 

welcoming maritime gateway to major events such as the above, and has 

drawn large crowds to the Shed 1/Black Diamond Square area.  
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From a Adelaide community perspective, Commercial Road, Black 

Diamond Square/Shed 1area have been the location for major festivals and 

event typically organised by the Port Adelaida Enfield Council [see Figure 

24]. 

 
In summary, Shed 1 and its surrounding locations is considered to meet the 
following guideline under this criteria: 
 
‘The place should be one which the community group have held in high 
regard for an extended period’ 
 
 

 

 It has a special association with 

the life or work of a person or 

organisation or an event of 

historical importance. 

n/a 
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Pictures in support of the State Heritage Nomination for Cargo Shed # 1.in Port 
Adelaide  
 

 
Figure 1. Fishermen's Markets (former Cargo Shed #1) looking east from  
the Birkenhead Bridge. Photo 2025  

 

Figure 2. Fishermen's Wharf Markets (former Cargo Shed #1) looking southeast from  
Birkenhead. The Lighthouse on Black Diamond Square is visible on the LHS of the image. 
 Note the large scale of the building. Photo June 2025 . 
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Figure 3. Cargo Shed #1 and the Black Diamond Square (with the 1869 Port River Lighthouse  
(SHP). Looking northwest. Photo June 2025  

 
 

 

Figure 4  North face of Shed #1 looking west. Note the paving simulating rail tracks that  
would have once existed. Photo June 2025  
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Figure 5 South Face of former Cargo Shed #1 showing elevated rail car loading apron and  
original tracking. Photo June 2025  

 
 

 
Figure 6 Fishermen's Markets Western end. Photo June 2025  
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Figure 7 Cargo Shed #1 Aerial Photo January 1982. The eastern end was shortened in 1994.  
Ray Gilbert Collection SLSA, photographer unknown 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 8. Plan of Allotments Section A dated 10 Dec 1850. The Queen’s Wharf is identified at  
the top (site of current Cargo Shed #1). Extract from SLSA BRG 42/119/48. 
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Figure12 Queen's Wharf 1905. A.E Edwards Collection SLSA PRG 1373_38_97_1 
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