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History of the nominated place or object: This is well covered in the Swanbury Penglase Architects 

Heritage Assessment Report (attached as a separate 

document) 

 

Historical sources used to support  

your nomination: 

Please attach copies of pages from publications or 

newspaper articles as appropriate. 

As above.  
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1869 Port River Lighthouse). To its north is the Port Adelaide State 

Heritage Area and the 1879 heritage listed Customs House.  

 

Since its development in 1986, Black Diamond Square has been the key 

‘go-to’ place for visitors to the Port. The Square is the location for a variety 

of regular small and large community events. Shed 1 is the only reminder 

of the wharf side maritime industry of the States import/export past in 

central Port Adelaide.  

 

Other wharf sheds have survived downstream (e.g. Dock 2), but none of 

these should be considered prominent or located on the ‘inner harbour’. 

The 2008 Port Expressway Bridge clearly separates the inner harbour, 

from the more difficult to reach Dock 2 area – which is an active heavy 

industrial zone. 

 

The large built form of Shed 1, forms a very distinctive reminder of the 

Port’s commercial wharf side history. There are examples in Australia and 

overseas where large wharf sheds have been successfully converted for 

commercial, community and tourism developments. Hobart’s Princes Wharf 

Shed 1 (see About - PW1) is one such example. Like Port Adelaide’s Shed 

1, PW1 history and location goes back to the founding of an austraklian 

colony. 

 

Redevelopment of Shed 1 into a commercial and community space would 

greatly enhance the Black Diamond Square’s role in providing a tourist 

destination and a space for enhanced community events.  

 

In conclusion, Shed 1 and its location is very closely associated with the 

development of the colony of South Australia, and played a significant part 

in South Australian early establishment and maritime history. 

 

 

 It has rare, uncommon or 

endangered qualities that are of 

cultural significance. 

n/a 

 It may yield information that will 

contribute to an understanding of 

the State's history, including its 

natural history. 

n/a 

 It is an outstanding 

representative of a particular 

class of places of cultural 

significance. 

n/a 

 It demonstrates a high degree of 

creative, aesthetic or technical 

accomplishment or is an 

outstanding representative of 

particular construction 

techniques or design 

characteristics. 

n/a 







 

Images in Support of Shed 1 State Heritage Nomination dated 6 June 2025 

 

Fig.1 Location of Shed 1 in relationship to its heritage listed neighbours (Extracted from 
SAPPA 6 June 2025) 



 

Fig.2 Photo of Shed1 and Black Diamond Square (Phillip Winter June 2025) 

 

Fig. 3 Shed 1 (RHS), in relation to the Customs House and Commercial Rd (Phillip 
Winter May 2025) 



 

Fig. 4. Black Diamond Square and site of the original McLaren Wharf, with Shed 1 in the 
foreground (Shed 2 was located on the vacant land shown – removed in 1997) (Phillip 
Winter May 2023) 

 

 

Fig. 5 ‘Tall Ships’ Visit 28 Dec 1978 – Black Diamond Square is the premiere 
visitor/tourist destination of the Port Adelaide. Shed 2 is still in place (photographer 
unknown) 




