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Description of the nominated place and its 

current condition: 

The place comprises the remaining external structural 
fabric of the former 19th century Roller Flour Mill, 
prominently located at the corner of Sturt Street and Bay 
Road in Mount Gambier. 

The surviving elements include substantial external walls 
constructed from locally sourced pink dolomite and 
Mount Gambier limestone, representing a rare 
combination of regional building materials and industrial 
construction techniques. 

The structure is currently in a deteriorated condition but 
retains clear physical evidence of its original scale, 
industrial function, and material integrity. The surviving 
walls form the principal heritage fabric and are highly 
visible within the urban streetscape. 

 

Are you aware of any modifications or 

additions to the place and can you provide 

dates for these changes? 

The internal structure has been largely removed or 

altered over time, with only the external wall fabric 

remaining as the key heritage element. 

Do you believe there may be historical items 

under the ground, and do you think an 

archaeological investigation should be 

considered? 

Yes — the site likely contains subsurface remains 

associated with 19th century milling operations, 

including foundations, machinery bases, and industrial 

artefacts. 

Date you inspected the place: 15 February 2026 

Have you had any contact with the Owner? No, not direct. I made a submission to Plan SA on 20 Jan 

2026 to oppose the demolition of the heritage fabric. 

Current use of the place: Vacant / redevelopment site (subject to approved 

development application) 

Original or former use/s of the place: • Industrial flour milling facility (late 19th century) 
• SE Land and  
• Mitre 10 Hardware Store 

 

Are there any current or long-term threats 

to the nominated place? 

The place is currently under immediate threat of 

demolition following a development approval, placing 

the remaining heritage fabric at risk of total loss. 

Demolition approval has been granted, making the loss 

of the place imminent. 
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This shift was fundamental to the economic development of South 
Australia beyond Adelaide. 

As one of several mills established by T.H. Williams in Mount 
Gambier, the place contributes to an identifiable network of 
industrial sites that collectively illustrate the evolution of flour 
milling and its role in the State’s rural economy. 

 
b

 

It has rare, uncommon or 

endangered qualities that are of 

cultural significance. 

Criterion (b) 

Rare, uncommon or endangered qualities that are of cultural 
significance 

The place demonstrates rare and uncommon qualities through the 
survival of its external wall fabric constructed from locally sourced 
pink dolomite in combination with Mount Gambier limestone. The 
use of pink dolomite as a primary structural and visual material is 
highly distinctive within South Australia and is not widely 
represented in industrial buildings of this type. 

The survival of substantial portions of the external masonry walls, 
despite the loss of internal structures, represents an increasingly 
uncommon example of nineteenth-century industrial construction 
in a regional context. 

Given the widespread loss or alteration of similar industrial 
buildings, the remaining fabric at 2 Sturt Street is considered to 
possess endangered characteristics that are important in 
understanding regional construction practices and material use. 

The use of pink dolomite in this context is regionally distinctive to 
Mount Gambier and is not widely represented in comparable State 
heritage-listed industrial places. 

 
 It may yield information that will 

contribute to an understanding 

of the State's history, including 

its natural history. 

      

 It is an outstanding 

representative of a particular 

class of places of cultural 

significance. 
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ADDENDUM TO NOMINATION 
 
The former Mount Gambier Flour Mill at 2 Sturt Street Mount Gambier is in imminent 
danger of demolition following a decision on 19th March 2026 by the Limestone Coast 
Southern Regional Assessment Panel. 
 
Seeking protection of this site and for provisional entry as a State Heritage Place under 
Section 17 (2)(b). 
 

The Case for State Heritage listing: 
 
The mill at 2 Sturt Street was built in 1885 by Thomas Henry Williams. It is part of an 
important South Australian story of the South-East as a reliable and highly productive grain 
growing and processing region with Mount Gambier a centre of milling innovation.  
 
Thomas Henry Williams was a highly successful and innovative industrialist. He owned and 
ran three mills in Mount Gambier. One of these, the Old Oat Mill formerly known as the 
Commercial Mill at 7 Percy Street, was built in 1867 and was State listed in 1983.   
 
The Sturt Street mill which began operation in 1885 was built at the height of a boom in 
cropping and grain production. It introduced new techniques which were at the forefront of 
milling technology.  
 
Thomas Henry Williams was an early adopter and installed rollers at this mill to replace the 
traditional grinding stones which had been used for millenia. These were in use at his 
Commercial Mill in Percy Street.  
 
However, instead of the more commonly used steel, Williams’ rollers were made of 
porcelain which prevented damage to grain gluten and gave flour a better colour. Porcelain 
rollers were first displayed at the Sydney International Exhibition in 1879. Just six years 
later, Williams introduced this Swiss invention to Mount Gambier.  
 
The original lettering high on the wall of 2 Sturt Street celebrated the adoption of this 
modern technology in its name of Mount Gambier Roller Flour Mill. 
 
The introduction of rollers radically improved milling output to 15 sacks an hour. Wheat 
production in South Australia had dramatically expanded in the 1870s and far exceeded 
demand, meaning thousands of tons could be exported over the borders. 
 
The Mount Gambier Roller Flour Mill played a part in South Australia’s cropping boom 
which followed the opening up of new country and improved agricultural techniques.  
 
This mill also provided a powerful visual statement of confidence in the industry. It was a 
showy building with its pink stone walls and white limestone quoins and situated on a 
prominent corner site of the main road to the port and close to rail transport.  
The mill was constructed of high quality volcanic pink dolomite and is one of very few 
industrial buildings in Mount Gambier using this stone which is only found at Tantanoola, 33 
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kilometres from Mount Gambier. The two other State listed mills in Mount Gambier are 
predominantly built from limestone. 
 
Thomas Henry Williams, born 1830, died 1912, was a prominent and significant Mount 
Gambier businessman. He served as Mayor, 1881-1882, and was the first person to own a car 
in Mount Gambier.  
 
As a milling entrepreneur and innovator, Thomas Henry Williams deserves greater 
recognition.  
 
His valuable milling legacy should be respected through State Heritage protection of both of 
the surviving mills built by him. 
 




