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APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF A VIRTUAL FENCING SYSTEM IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA PURSUANT TO PART 8A OF THE ANIMAL WELFARE REGULATIONS 2012.

Applicant information – Please read carefully before completing this application form
This application form must be completed in full and signed by the applicant or, if the applicant is a body corporate, by a director or a person authorised by the body corporate to sign on its behalf. 
In South Australia the Animal Welfare Act 1985 specifies that electrical devices may only be used pursuant to the Animal Welfare Regulations 2012. The regulations require manufacturers or suppliers of virtual fencing systems to seek approval of their systems from the Minister for Climate, Environment and Water prior to any use of the system in South Australia. 
The sale, lease or use of virtual fencing systems must not commence before an approval has been granted and issued to the applicant by the Minister responsible for the Animal Welfare Regulations 2012 or his or her delegate.
All applicants should familiarise themselves with the requirements of all relevant regulations in the Animal Welfare Regulations 2012 prior to completing this form. The regulations contain details about important topics such as the system requirements and mandatory approval conditions. The onus is on the applicant to ensure they aware of these matters before submitting the application. If a system does not comply with the requirements set by the regulations, the application will not be approved.
All sections must be completed with sufficient detail to allow for a decision to be made in relation to the approval. The provision of insufficient or incomplete information may delay the processing of the application, and further clarification may be sought from the applicant. Where attachments are requested, these should be provided and include a reference to the section they relate. If supplying complete manuals or specifications, it must be made clear which sections are relevant to each question being answered.
During the application assessment process, it is possible that additional information will be required  before a decision can be made. This will be requested and details provided of the information required. The onus is on the applicant to provide this additional information if requested.
The provision of false or misleading information as part of this application (including through the omission of material information) will constitute grounds for the refusal of the application, and for the subsequent revocation of approval if granted.
Application fee and submission
The application fee of $6198 is payable by credit card. The fee is payable for each application submitted and is not refundable under any circumstances. The payment of the application fee does not guarantee an approval. Approvals that are granted are valid for the period specified in approval notice (not exceeding 3 years) as stated from the date signed. Please contact the DEW Animal Welfare Unit on     (+61 8) 8207 7731 to make payment.
This application form must be lodged with DEWAnimalWelfare@sa.gov.au.
Privacy statement
The information provided within the application form, attachments supplied, and any approval that may be granted following the assessment of the application, will be stored and used by the Department for Environment and Water (Animal Welfare Unit) for the purposes of administering the Animal Welfare Act 1985, the Regulations and other related legislation. The applicant has the right to access the information by contacting the Animal Welfare Unit at the email or address in this application form. By submitting this application, the applicant consents to the information being disclosed by the Animal Welfare Unit to other government (including interstate and federal) organisations or bodies, and to the Inspectorate of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals South Australia for the purpose of administering or enforcing the Animal Welfare Act 1985 and Regulations.

	
1. Applicant details

	Title:
	insert text.	Full name:
	insert text.
	Position:
	insert text.

	insert text
	insert text.
	ABN:
	insert text.	Telephone:
	insert text.
	ACN: 
	insert text.	
	

	Postal address:
	insert text.
	Registered office address 
(if different from above):  
	insert text.
	Email:
	insert text.
	Have you, or the entity you are applying on behalf of, been convicted or found guilty of any breach of the Animal Welfare Act 1985, Animal Welfare Regulations 2012, or any equivalent legislation in Australia, in the last ten years?
	☐
	Yes

	
	☐
	No

	If the answer to the question above is ‘Yes’ provide details below: 

	insert text.







	
	
2. Type of virtual fencing system for which approval is sought

	a) Provide details including the name or brand of the virtual fencing system for which approval is being sought. 
Include details such as device name, product numbers, operating systems and/or other defining details.
Please note: this information will inform the approval wording, so it is important that it clearly identifies and defines the product.

	insert text.
	b) Select the type of farming system the virtual fencing system is designed for use in:
	☐
	Only beef farming systems

	
	☐
	Only dairy farming systems

	
	☐
	Both beef and dairy farming systems

	c) Please list any other relevant matters relating to where the system is designed for use.

This may include things such as suitability for use in extensive rangeland settings, rotational grazing dairy.
	insert text.
	c) State the minimum age and/or weight of an animal that the system is designed for use on. 
Include any relevant information to support use at that age/weight.
	insert text.
	d) Explain how the virtual fencing system enables animals to learn and respond appropriately to any stimulus delivered by the device.
	insert text.




	3. Physical design and system safeguards

	Please attach a copy of the product manual or other documentation and indicate where the information related to physical design and system safeguards can be found.

	a) Describe and specify the physical dimensions of the device (including the shape, size, weight and materials and any additional components) or highlight where to find this information in the product manual.
Include images or diagrams of the device. If these are not included in the product manual, please attach separately. 
	insert text.
	b) Is the electrical component of the electronic device encased or enclosed?
Please provide any relevant documentation on electrical safety compliance.
	☐ 
	Yes


	
	☐
	No

	c) Detail the design and location of the physical break points on the electronic device and the specifications of the break point in relation to animal age/weight. 
Detail any other physical features of the device designed to limit risk of injury or harm to the animal. 
Explain how the breakpoint and any other safeguards listed are verified, such as smooth edges, containment of electrical system, material of collar etc.
	insert text.
	d) Describe the way the system allows the movement of animals into a designated area and the range of movement animals have once in this area? 
	insert text.
	e) Describe the types of system safety settings in place to minimise risks to animal welfare associated with use of the system and prevent potential misuse of the virtual fencing system.
Detail the specifications of these settings and how they protect the welfare of the animal wearing the device.
Please include emergency settings, lock settings, cut-off settings, the ability to permanently or temporarily deactivate the system, and any other relevant information.
	insert text.
	[bookmark: _Hlk210206500]f) Does the virtual fencing system allow the user to directly administer a non-aversive cue or electric stimulus to an animal?
Please provide relevant details.
	☐
	Yes

	
	☐
	No

	
	insert text.


	[bookmark: _Hlk210208179]g) Does the virtual fencing system have remote deactivation capabilities or a failsafe mechanism in the case of system failure or malfunction? 
If yes, please provide relevant details. 
	☐ 
	Yes

	
	☐
	No

	
	insert text.



	h) Does the virtual system have a standby/deactivation sequence following the electrical stimulus being delivered? 

If yes, please describe both this sequence and the reactivation process including time limits, system and physical requirements.
	☐ 
	Yes

	
	☐ 
	No

	
	insert text.










	4. Electric stimulus – Aversive cue

	[bookmark: _Hlk210206245]Please attach supporting material demonstrating compliance of the proposed virtual fencing system with any prescribed electric stimulus characteristics (refer to Government Gazette or website for details)

	a) What is the maximum electric stimulus level in joules the virtual fencing system uses.
Please detail if the electric stimulus is static or variable in level. 
If variable, what is the range of electric stimulus level that can be emitted by the virtual fencing system?
	insert text.
	b) What is the maximum duration of each electric stimulus?
Provide details if the duration is variable on the range and dependencies for how the duration is determined.
	insert text.
	c) What is the minimum duration between each electric stimulus and/or set of electric stimulus?
	insert text.
	d) What is the maximum number of electric stimuli (or micro-pulses) that can be delivered to an animal:
· within a 24-hour period
· within any other specified time period that the system is programmed to
· before the system will cut off and send an alert
Please include information on the characteristics of the pulse chain or cadence including consecutive stimuli.
	insert text.
	e) Explain how the level, frequency and duration of the electric stimulus was determined to be acceptable for use on cattle.
What scientific literature and/or research data are the figures provided above based on?
	insert text.
	f) Provide any other details or specifications of how the electric stimulus is delivered. This may include positioning on the animal, points of contact, seasonal variation.
	insert text.
	g) Provide any other relevant detail relating to the electric stimulus that is delivered by the device (if any).
	insert text.






	5. Sound and/or vibration – Non-aversive cue

	a) Does the virtual fencing system employ a non-aversive cue that precedes an electric stimulus?
	☐ 
	Yes

	
	☐
	No

	b) Describe and characterise the type or types of non-aversive cue (such as audio or vibrational) emitted by the system including intervals between the non-aversive cue and electrical stimuli.
	insert text.
	c) What is the level, frequency and/or duration of each non-aversive cue emitted by the system before an electric stimulus is delivered?
	insert text.
	d) Explain how the level, frequency and duration of the non-aversive stimulus was determined to be acceptable for use on cattle and does not have a negative effect on welfare.
What scientific literature and/or research data are the figures provided above based on?
	insert text.


	e) Is there a maximum consecutive number of non-aversive cues that can be delivered to an animal:
· within a 24-hour period
· within any other specified time period that the system is programmed to
· before the system will automatically cut off
	insert text.
	f) Explain how the system enables animals to learn and respond appropriately to the non-aversive cue.
	insert text.


	g) What is the anticipated response to a non-aversive cue?
	insert text.
	h) Describe the circumstances when the system gives an animal a non-aversive cue? 
	insert text.
	i) What is the interval (seconds) between non-aversive and aversive cue? Is it static or variable? 
	insert text.


	
6. Animal training and assessment

	Please attach details of the training program conducted to acclimatise animals to the system and the required response rate for deployment on farm. 

	a) Who conducts the training program? 

	insert text.
	b) What is the process of acclimatisation and training? 
Please provide a step-by-step description or indicate where in the technical documentation, user manual or user training program the information is provided.
	insert text.
	c) What is the minimum time required for animals to learn your system before is it used operationally? 
	insert text.
	d) What is your process for animals that do not learn the system?
	insert text.


	7. Monitoring and data collection

	a) What data is the virtual fencing system capable of collecting in relation  to the system’s function?
Check the box if applicable.
	☐
	Location of the animal

	
	☐
	Time, number and, if variable, level of electric stimulus emitted by the virtual fencing system (including the average level of electric stimulus) at the individual animal level

	
	☐
	Time, number of non-aversive cues emitted by the virtual fencing system at the individual animal level 

	
	☐
	Total number of boundary breaches at individual and herd level

	
	☐
	Time and number of instances the cut-off settings have been activated at an individual level

	
	☐
	Immobile animal

	(b) Provide details of any and all other data that the virtual fencing system does or could collect.
	insert text.
	[bookmark: _Hlk210219222]c) How long is data retained? 
	insert text.
	d) Who is the owner of the data?

Please list all relevant roles/custodians
	 insert text.
	e) What alerts is the virtual fencing system capable of issuing about the animal?
Please provide a list of all alerts the system will provide, include welfare alerts and indicate if any alerts are additional to your standard system.
	insert text.
	f) What alerts is the system capable of issuing about the operation of the system or technology?

Please provide a list of all alerts the system will provide, include malfunction alerts and indicate if any alerts are additional to a standard system.
	insert text.
	g) Detail any other alerts that the device is programmed or capable of issuing.
	insert text.
	h) Explain how alerts are issued to users.
	insert text.


	
8. User training, competency and support

	Please attach details of the training program provided to users of the virtual fencing system. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk210380569]a) Describe your training program including an explanation of the units of information covered. 
Please include information on the assessment of competence and the training records that are created and retained.

	insert text.
	b) If not included above, provide details of the training relating to identification and management of welfare risks associated with the system.
This may include animal selection, site selection, fitment, response to alerts, any other relevant matter.
	insert text.
	c) Do you keep records of the people that have undertaken and completed the training?

	☐
	Yes



	
	☐	No

	d) Qualifications of trainer(s) or training provider
	insert text.
	e) Training program duration
	insert text.
	f) Training delivery method (online / in-person / hybrid)
	insert text.
	[bookmark: _Hlk215743625]g) Do you provide refresher training?
If yes, describe what is covered in refresher training.
	☐ 
	Yes

	
	☐
	No

	
	insert text.
	h) Do you provide ongoing user support?

If yes, describe what that includes, how competence is assessed and what records are kept regarding the training. 
	☐ 
	Yes

	
	☐
	No

	
	insert text.
	9. Declaration

	☐	I understand this application relates to systems limited to use on cattle and that any system that may be approved subject to this application must only be sold for that use.

	☐	I declare that the information provided in this application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and, where necessary, I have taken steps to verify the truth and accuracy of that information. 

	☐	I declare that I have not provided any information in this application that is false or misleading.

	☐	I declare that I have not, or the company has not, (or both) been found guilty nor convicted for any offence under the Animal Welfare Act 1985 or equivalent legislation in any other jurisdiction. 

	☐	I declare that I know of no reason why I, or the company, (or both) should not be considered to be fit and proper to provide a virtual fencing system within the State of South Australia.

	☐	I declare that I have the authority to provide this application on behalf of the company listed at section 1.

	☐	I will pay the specified fee.

	Full name of applicant
	insert text.
	Signature of applicant
	


	Position in company
	insert text.
	Date signed

	insert text.
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