
 

  

 

 

SARDI Report 

Shark Dissection Report Summary  

Sample Details 

Date collected – 30 May 2025 

Species – White Shark (Carcharodon carcharias) 

Location – Stansbury, Gulf St Vincent 

Reference code – CCST300525 

Sample History 

Commercial oyster farmer reported a deceased white shark at Stansbury Spit on 30 May 2025 to PIRSA 

Fisheries Compliance staff. PIRSA Fisheries Compliance Officers were escorted to carcass in the 

afternoon of 30 May 2025. The large shark carcass was heavily decomposed, recovery of the whole 

carcass was not possible due to location and carcass condition. PIRSA Fisheries Compliance Officers 

dissected the shark in-situ. Biological samples and morphometric data were collected and transported to 

SARDI/PIRSA West Beach and then stored frozen until future analysis.  

Samples were assessed by SARDI research scientists on 25 June 2025 at SARDI Aquatic Sciences 

West Beach.     

Dissection interpretation 

The shark was identified as a large female white shark. The shark was in a heavily decomposed physical 

state as a result of prolonged submersion for several days post-mortem. A dissection was not conducted 

as the carcass was not retrieved. The sharks head, section of vertebrae, liver and muscle tissue were 

collected from the carcass.  

Biological Information 

Length metrics (mm)   

Total  Fork  Precaudal  Clasper Uterus width   

4200 NA NA NA NA   

     

Maturity information       

Sex 
Maturity 
status Maturity Indicator       

Female  NA NA       

   

 
     



 
  

Weights (kg) 

Total  Liver Heart Gonad 
Stomach 

whole 
Stomach 

empty 

400* NA NA NA NA NA 

          

Prey items  
Item weights 

(kg)         

          

          

    * approximate        

 

Histology 

Histology was not conducted due to the heavily decomposed state of the samples precluding the 

effectiveness of histological examination of tissues.   

Toxicology 

Liver tissues (only) were sent for toxicological analysis, results received on 5 August 2025 from 

Analytical Services Tasmania. Liver tissue contained low concentrations of brevetoxin 3, while 

brevetoxin 2 was not recorded above the reporting limit. 

Tissue Biotoxin  Concentration Units 
Liver Brevetoxin 2 <0.01* mg/kg WMB 
Liver  Brevetoxin 3 0.02 mg/kg WMB 
Gill Brevetoxin 2 NA mg/kg WMB 
Gill Brevetoxin 3 NA mg/kg WMB 

* below reporting limit 

Summary 

The cause of mortality of this female white shark could not be definitively concluded. This shark was not 

able to be retrieved from its stranding location and was dissected in water. As a result, a comprehensive 

dissection was not conducted. Low concentrations of a brevetoxin were identified in the liver. It is 

unknown if the presence or concentration of the brevetoxin resulted or contributed to the mortality of this 

shark.    

Appendix 

Analytical Services Tasmania brevetoxin results (received 5 August 2025). 






