




 

Pelican – Port Noarlunga SA 5167 
 

SUMMARY DIAGNOSIS 

 

No diagnosis concluded; please refer to the comments 

 

SUMMARY COMMENTS 

There are no findings to explain the cause of death. The birds are 

negative by AI and NDV PCR. 

 

There is mild subclinical hepatitis and epicarditis in both birds. 

 

You will be forwarded a quote for biotoxin and brevetoxin testing from 

Analytical Services, for approval. 

 

NECROPSY REPORT 

 

The clinical history is added to the report 17/2/2026 

 

CLINICAL HISTORY 

2 x pelicans and 1 x seagull were found at Port Noarlunga. A member of 

the public reported seeing a few dead pelicans at the same place over 

the past week. 

 

SAMPLES SUBMITTED 

2 x adult pelicans, Pelecanus conspicillatus 

 

NECROPSY FINDINGS 

The birds are allocated 1 and 2 at the laboratory. Both birds are in 

good body condition and there are mild post-mortem autolytic changes. 

There is minimal ingesta, admixed with low numbers of ascarid nematodes 

in the proventriculus or ventriculus, the intestines contain pasty brown 

ingesta and faeces are not found in the cloaca. 

 

Additional findings 

1 

The male bird weighs 6.8kg 

Within the infundila and air bronchi of the lungs there are low numbers 

of fine round brown organisms (possible pulmonary mites). 

 

2 

The female bird weighs 5.4kg. 

There are fine granular deposits within the subcutaneous tissue 

(presumptive feather mite ova). 

 

In the saphenous vein of the right leg there is a catheter. 

 

GROSS SUMMARY 

Pelicans 1 

Possible lung mites 

Gastric acarids 

 

Pelican 2 

Probable feather mite ova in subcutaneous tissue 

Gastric ascarids 

 

SAMPLES COLLECTED & TESTING 

The comments refer to both pelicans. 

 



As requested histopathology is in progress. 

 

Analytical services Tasmania, Hobart, will be contacted and a quote 

requested for brevetoxin and biotoxin testing on gizzard content, brain, 

heart, lung, kidney, spleen, liver. 

 

Cloacal swabs are pooled and tracheal swabs are pooled in VTM and 2 x 

NDV and AI PCR tests are in progress. 

 

Fresh brain, heart, lung, kidney, spleen, liver are stored. 

 

COMMENTS 

There are no remarkable findings to explain the cause of death of these 

two birds. 

 

The possible lung mites and feather mite ova in the subcutaneous tissue 

gastric ascarids (e.g. Anisakis sp. or Contracaecum sp.) are incidental 

findings. 

 

 

NEWCASTLE DISEASE VIRUS RNA PCR (REAL TIME REVERSE TRANSCRIPTASE)  

 

TRACHEA       Not detected  Not detected  Not detected 

CLOACA        Not detected  Not detected  Not detected 

 

 

INFLUENZA A RNA PCR (REAL TIME REVERSE TRANSCRIPTASE)  

 

TRACHEA       Not detected 

CLOACA        Not detected 
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Pelican - Port Noarlunga SA 5167 
 
 

HISTOPATHOLOGY 

 

REF:  

ADDITIONAL FINDINGS 20/2/2026 

 

CLINICAL HISTORY 

2 x pelicans and 1 x seagull were found at Port Noarlunga. A member of 

the public reported seeing a few dead pelicans at the same place over 

the past week. 

 

 

MACROSCOPY 

Two pot received labelled and contains the organs listed 

below 

Pelican 1 

1A = kidney + lung + skeletal muscle + liver 

1B = heart + proventriculus, spleen, 

1C - 1D = oesophagus, proventriculus / ventriculus, duodenum, jejunum, 

trachea ileum, caecae, 

1E - 1G = brain ; cerebrum (including optic lobe), cerebellum, medulla, 

thalamus 

 

Pelican 2 

2A = heart + skeletal muscle + liver 

2B = lung + kidney, spleen 

2C - 2D = oesophagus, proventriculus / ventriculus, duodenum, jejunum, 

trachea ileum, caecae, 

2E - 2G = brain 

GK + Ed 

 

MICROSCOPY 

Pelican 1 

Liver: There are mild autolytic changes in the liver, including abundant 

extracellular large rod bacteria (likely post mortem proliferation of 

Clostridium sp.) Aside from this artifact the following changes are 

described. Multifocally surrounding portal areas and extending into mid 

zonal areas there are low to moderate numbers of lymphocytes, plasma 

cells and fewer heterophils macrophages admixed with karyorrhectic 

debris. The inflammation is disrupting and effacing hepatic cords. 

(Mild, multifocal, subacute to chronic necrotizing, heterophilic, 

lymphocytic, plasmacytic, histiocytic hepatitis) 

 

Lung: Focally the air capillary parenchyma is effaced and replaced by a 

granuloma 1mm across. At the centre of the granuloma is amorphous 

debris. This is surrounded by lytic necrosis which in turn are 

surrounded by moderate numbers of macrophages, fewer multinucleated 

giant cells, lymphocytes, plasma cells and heterophils and encapsulated 

by fibrosis. There is diffuse hyperaemia congestion. (Mild, focal, 

chronic, granulomatous pneumonia) 

 

Heart: Multifocally there is expansion of the epicardium by low to 

moderate numbers of lymphocytes and plasma cells. (Mild, multifocal, 

subacute to chronic, lymphocytic, plasmacytic epicarditis) 

 

There is moderate autolysis of alimentary sections. Aside from this 

artifact there are no other significant findings. 

 

Pelican 2 
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Liver: There is mild autolysis. Aside from this artfact, similar to 

pelican one there is a necrotizing hepatitis. 

 

Heart: There is mild pericarditis 

 

Lung: Multifocally the interstitium of the air capillaries is expanded 

by low numbers of lymphocytes and plasma cells. (Mild, multifocal, 

subacute to chroni, lymphocytic, plasmacytic interstitial pneumonia) 

 

Feathered skin: There are multiple cross sections of mite ova 80-90 

micron in diameter. within the subcutaneous tissue. 

 

Those tissues not described for each bird appear normal. 

 

DIAGNOSIS 

Pelican 1 

Liver: Mild, multifocal, subacute to chronic necrotizing, heterophilic, 

lymphocytic, plasmacytic, histiocytic hepatitis 

 

Lung: Mild, focal, chronic, granulomatous pneumonia 

 

Heart: Mild, multifocal, subacute to chronic, lymphocytic, plasmacytic 

epicarditis 

 

 

Pelican 2 

Liver: Mild, multifocal, subacute to chronic necrotizing, heterophilic, 

lymphocytic, plasmacytic, histiocytic hepatitis 

 

Heart: Mild, multifocal, subacute to chronic, lymphocytic, plasmacytic 

epicarditis 

 

Feathered skin: Mite ova in subcutaneous tissue 

 

COMMENTS 

 

There are no remarkable findings to explain the cause of death of these 

two birds. 

 

Both birds have mild hepatitis and special stains are pending to assess 

for bacteria within the inflammation. The post mortem proliferation of 

Clostridium sp. will confound any microbiological culture of the livers, 

unfortunately. 

 

The very mild pericarditis in both bird is likely an incidental finding, 

possibly due to a historic bacteraemia. 

 

There is a single minor, 1mm diameter, granuloma in the lung of pelican 

1 with debris (possibly aquatic plant material) within the centre. This 

is a incidental finding.  The feather mite ova in the subcutaneous 

tissue of pelican 2 is an incidental finding. 

 

MICROSCOPY 20/2/2026 

Pelican 1 

Liver: Aside from the large Gram positive large rods (post mortem 

Clostridium sp. proliferation) no other bacteria are seen. 

Microorganisms are not seen on PAS (no fungal hyphae or yeast are seen) 

, Ziehl Neelsen stains (no acid fast bacteria are seen). 

 

Lung: Admixed with the plant material it the fine granuloma are Gram 

positive rods. Microorganisms are not seen on PAS (no fungal hyphae or 
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yeast are seen) , Ziehl Neelsen stains (no acid fast bacteria are seen). 

 

Heart: Microorganisms are not seen on Gram, PAS (no fungal hyphae or 

yeast are seen) , Wade fite or Ziehl Neelsen stains (no acid fast 

bacteria are seen). 

 

COMMENTS 

Pelican 1 

The aquatic plant material and secondary mild bacterial infection 

contributed to the microscopic granuloma in the lung. 

 

A cause for the hepatitis and epicarditis is not found on special 

stains. As explained, due to the post mortem autolytic changes, 

microbiological culture is not recommended. 

 

In summary in both birds there is are minor subclinical hepatitis and 

epicarditis. Pelican 1 has a single granuloma due to inhalated aquatic 

plant material. 

 










