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Species – Long-nosed fur seal  

Date collected – 23 November 2025 

Location – Goolwa Beach 

History relating to the animal 

A male long-nosed fur seal (Arctocephalus forsteri) pup was found dead at Goolwa Beach on 
23 November 2025. 

Clinical examination 

The animal was already dead and so could not be examined prior to death. 

Necropsy 

The necropsy (looking at the whole body) revealed that the animal was in poor body condition, 
weighing 8.8kg and measuring 90cm in length. There was with minimal subcutaneous (under 
the skin) fat and abdominal fat (within the abdominal cavity). There was putrefactive post-
mortem autolytic changes (decomposition of tissues after death). There was a moderate 
number of maggots within the oral cavity (mouth). There was no food in the stomach, scant 
pasty brown food material in the small intestines, and scant faeces within the rectum. There 
was no urine in the bladder. 

Tissues were collected for histopathology (looking at tissues under the microscope for more 
detailed information) and testing for Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTb) complex organisms, 
Brucella species bacteria, and brevetoxins and other algal biotoxins (a possibility due to the 
algal bloom).  

Histopathology 

Samples from every major body system were examined under the microscope. There was mild 
to moderate autolysis (decomposition of tissues after death), with no significant findings in any 
of the tissues examined. 

Bacteriology 

There was no evidence of tuberculosis (caused by MTb complex organisms) or brucellosis 
(caused by Brucella species bacteria) based on bacterial culture and polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR) testing. 

Brevetoxins 

No samples were above the limits of reporting. 

Other algal biotoxins 
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No samples were above the limits of reporting. 

Summary 

A male long-nosed fur seal (Arctocephalus forsteri) pup was found dead. Laboratory 
examination revealed the seal was underweight, but it was not possible to determine the cause 
of the weight loss or death in this animal. There was no evidence of brucellosis 
(Brucella species bacteria) or tuberculosis (Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex organisms). 
Brevetoxins and other algal biotoxins were also not detected. 
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