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Species – Common dolphin 

Date collected – 18 November 2025 

Location – Snelling Beach, Kangaroo Island 

History relating to the animal 

One male common dolphin (Delphinus delphis) calf was found dead at Snelling Beach, 
Kangaroo Island on 18 November 2025.  

Clinical examination 

The animal was already dead and so could not be examined prior to death. 

Necropsy 

The necropsy (looking at the whole body) revealed that the dolphin calf was in good body 
condition, weighing 13.3kg and measuring 1m in length. The subcutaneous (under the skin) fat 
was 10mm thick under the dorsal fin (fin in the middle of the back). 

There were multiple curvilinear parallel lines (curved lines next to each other) through the skin 
over the right flank (right side of the abdomen), consistent with tooth rake marks. Examination 
of the lungs revealed small (1-2mm diameter) raised pale white nodules (lumps) extending from 
the pleural surface (outside) into the tissue of both lungs. 

The stomach contained approximately 200mL of clotted milk. The intestines contained pasty 
brown food material, with no faeces within the rectum, and the bladder was empty. 

Tissues were collected for histopathology (looking at tissues under the microscope for more 
detailed information) and testing for Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTb) complex organisms, 
Brucella species bacteria, and brevetoxins and other algal biotoxins (a possibility due to the 
algal bloom).  

Histopathology 

Samples from available organs were examined under the microscope. Examination of the lungs 
revealed mild, focally extensive (covering a large but defined area), subacute to chronic 
(present for some time), eosinophilic (type of immune cell) bronchopneumonia (inflammation 
of the lungs and large airways). There was a mild, multifocal (multiple areas), subacute to 
chronic (present for some time), lymphocytic, plasmacytic, histiocytic (types of immune cells), 
encephalitis (inflammation in the brain). Examination of the liver revealed mild, diffuse 
(throughout the tissue) hepatic lipidosis (fat within the liver). 

Bacteriology 

Bacterial culture and polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing for MTb complex organisms and 
Brucella species bacteria was negative. 
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Brevetoxins 

No samples were above the limits of reporting. 

Other algal biotoxins 

No samples were above the limits of reporting. 

Summary 

One male common dolphin (Delphinus delphis) calf was found dead. The cause of death could 
not be determined. Laboratory examination revealed signs of inflammation in the lungs and 
upper airways that would typically be associated with parasitic worms, but no lungworms were 
found. The animal had a fatty liver, which was likely due to the animal still suckling. The animal 
had cuts on its skin consistent with tooth rake marks, but no internal injuries to suggest these 
were related to what caused its death. 

Testing for tuberculosis (Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex organisms) and brucellosis 
(Brucella species bacteria) was negative. Brevetoxins and other algal biotoxins were also not 
detected. 
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