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Species – Olive ridley sea turtle 

Date collected – 6 November 2025 

Location – Moana Beach 

History relating to the animal 

An olive ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea) was submitted for laboratory examination on 6 
November 2025.  

Clinical examination 

No clinical notes or history were provided. The animal was a wild animal being provided 
veterinary care before it was euthanised. 

Necropsy 

The necropsy (looking at the whole body) revealed that the sea turtle was in good body 
condition, weighing 2.9kg. The carapace (upper/back part of the shell) was 34cm long and 
35cm wide, with the plastron (lower/belly part of the shell) being 24cm long and 30cm wide.  

In multiple areas over the top of the head, axilla (armpit) and inguinal (groin) regions there was 
pale brown thickening of the skin which lifted away from the underlying epidermis (the outer 
layer of the skin). Near the tip of the tongue there was linear (in a line) thickening of the mucosa 
(surface of the tongue), which lifted away from the underlying mucosa. 

The stomach contained scant moist pale white to grey food material. The gastrointestinal tract 
(gut) contained scant brown pasty food material and the colon and rectum contained moist 
dark brown faeces. Reproductive organs were not clearly visible in the animal, so it wasn’t clear 
if the animal was male or female. 

Tissues were collected for histopathology (looking at tissues under the microscope for more 
detailed information) and testing for brevetoxins and other algal biotoxins (a possibility due to 
the algal bloom). 

Histopathology 

Samples from every major body system were examined under the microscope. Both the skin 
and tongue showed mild, chronic (long-term), necrotising (causing cell death), heterophilic 
(type of immune cell) inflammation with intralesional mixed bacteria (different bacteria within 
the damaged tissue). There were no abnormalities seen within the other tissues examined. 

Brevetoxins 

Brevetoxin 1 was found in the faeces (4mg/kg). 
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Other algal biotoxins 

No samples were above the limits of reporting. 

Summary 

An olive ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea) with an unknown history was submitted for 
laboratory examination, which found mild, chronic (long-term) bacterial infection and 
inflammation in the skin and tongue. The cause of the abnormal tissue couldn’t be found, 
although trauma (injury) is a possible cause. Brevetoxin was found in the faeces of this animal 
and is known to cause neurological signs in sea turtles. Because there is no history for this 
animal, no further conclusions can be drawn. 





��������	��
���
����
�����	���
	���	����	��
������	���������	���
�������
�
�����	�
������������
����������
�������������������������
���
��
����
���
��������������
��
�
��
�	�������������
������	��
��������
������
���
�
�������
	�������
����������
�����	��������������������
����
��
���������	���������
��
�
��
�	����������
�����	�������	������	����������	�
�����
������

����
��	����
���
����	����	�������	������	����������	��
����
��	�	�����
������� �
���������	�����������	����������	
�
���!"#$$�$%���"&'��	�
�����
�
��
�	�����(����	���
�
��
�	������������
��$��)(*$�'#((*'�*+�,��*$�-.!/���	�������
�������
��	�
�����
��
��	���������
�����
��
�����������	������
����	�
���	��$
����
���	��	��	�������
�����	��
������	�0���
������
�������
������
�������

�����

����
	������������	���	����	
�
���������������	�����
�
��������1
�	��
���
�	���	���	������	������
������	�������
�����2���
��
��
���/�
��������	��������
��
������	�
�����
��	��345��
��

��'
������
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