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Species – Bottlenose dolphin 

Date collected – 25 September 2025 

Location – Minnipa Road, Port Adelaide 

History relating to the animal 

A juvenile female bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops aduncus) was found dead near Minnipa Rd, Port 
Adelaide on 25 September 2025. The animal is suspected to be ‘Rocket’, that was orphaned, 
from the Port River Dolphin Sanctuary. 

Clinical examination 

The animal was already dead and so could not be examined prior to death. There was a 
significant wound to the peduncle (part of the back between the dorsal fin and the tail), which 
appeared to be a boat strike injury. 

Necropsy 

The necropsy (looking at the whole body) revealed that the dolphin was in good body condition, 
weighed 68kg, and was 1.72m in length. There was mild post-mortem autolytic change 
(decomposing after death). The subcutaneous (under the skin) fat was 30mm on the ventral 
abdomen (the underside of the animal) and 25mm under the dorsal fin (fin in the middle of the 
back).  

There were severe lacerations (cuts) on the left side of the peduncle (part of the back between 
the dorsal fin and the tail), through the skin down to the skeletal muscle (the muscle type that is 
attached to bones and enables voluntary movements, like swimming), with moderate 
haemorrhage (bleeding). There were transverse fractures (from the left to right) through the 
caudal vertebrae (bones of the spine toward the tail). There were multiple semicircular fine 
lacerations over the intact skin over the peduncle. There was a full thickness (through all skin 
layers) horizontal laceration through the top of the dorsal fin (approximately 50mm from the 
top). 

The stomach contained fine fish bones. In the right lung there was a small (20 x 30 mm) red area 
extending from the pleural surface (outside) into the underlying lung tissue. There was scant 
brown food material in the intestines. 

Tissues were collected for histopathology (looking at tissues under the microscope for more 
detailed information) and testing for Brucella species bacteria and brevetoxins and other algal 
biotoxins (a possibility due to the algal bloom). 
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Histopathology 

Samples from every major body system were examined under the microscope. There was mild 
autolysis (decomposition) of the intestinal tissues (gut), with no significant findings in any of the 
other collected tissues.  

Bacteriology 

Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing for Brucella species bacteria was negative. 

Brevetoxins 

Brevetoxin 2 was found in the stomach contents (0.02mg/kg). 

Other algal biotoxins 

Domoic acid was found in the liver (0.12mg/kg). 

Summary 

A juvenile female bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops aduncus), believed to be “Rocket” of the Port 
River Dolphin Sanctuary, was found dead. Laboratory examination revealed that trauma (injury), 
likely from a boat strike, was the cause of death. There was no other evidence of disease found. 
Changes seen in the lung on necropsy were likely agonal vascular changes (occurring at the 
time of death), as no abnormalities were found on histopathology.  

Testing for brucellosis (Brucella species bacteria) was negative. Brevetoxin 2 was found in the 
stomach contents and domoic acid (another algal biotoxin) was found in the liver. As these are 
neurotoxins (nerve toxins), it is possible that they contributed to abnormal behaviour in this 
animal, leading to the injury (suspected boat strike) that caused death. However, given the 
animal was not observed prior to death, this is purely speculative. 
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