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Species – Long-nosed fur seal  

Date collected – 4 September 2025 

Location – Bluff Jetty, Victor Harbor 

History relating to the animal 

A juvenile female long-nosed fur seal (Arctocephalus forsteri) was found near Bluff Jetty, Victor 
Harbor on 4 September 2025.  

Clinical examination 

The seal was very thin and had a fishing lure and line in its mouth. The animal was humanely 
euthanised.  

Necropsy 

The necropsy (looking at the whole body) revealed that the animal was in poor body condition, 
weighing 7.9kg and was 80cm in length. The subcutaneous (under the skin) fat was less than 
10mm thick on the ventral abdomen (the underside of the body) and over the vertebrae (the 
spine). There was mild atrophy (wasting) of the muscles along the spine (epaxial) and between 
the ribs (intercostal). There was minimal autolysis (decomposition of tissues after death).  

There was a cut (40cm long and 2cm wide) over the cranial edge (toward the head) of the left 
pectoral fin (flipper), extending over the upper and lower surfaces of the flipper. 

The lungs were both mottled red, and the tissue was slightly depressed (sunken). The stomach 
contained no food, but several ascarids (roundworms). There was scant food material within 
the small intestines, and minimal faeces in the rectum. 

Tissues were collected for histopathology (looking at tissues under the microscope for more 
detailed information) and testing for avian influenza, Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTb) 
complex organisms, and brevetoxins and other algal biotoxins (a possibility due to the algal 
bloom).   

Histopathology 

Samples from every major body system were examined under the microscope. Examination of 
the lung revealed mild, acute (recent) pulmonary haemorrhage (bleeding in the lungs), 
hyperaemia (increased blood) and pulmonary congestion (lung tissues full of fluid, usually from 
circulation problems). Pulmonary lungworm (Parafilaroides sp) were identified.  

There was a moderate, focal (defined area), chronic (long-term), necrotising (causing tissue 
death), pyogranulomatous (inflammation with pus and nodules) dermatitis (inflammation of the 
skin) with intralesional (within the abnormal tissue) coccoid (spherical shaped) bacteria on the 
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left flipper. There was moderate autolysis (decomposing after death) of the gastrointestinal 
(gut) sections. There were no other significant findings within the other collected tissues.  

Bacteriology 

Culture of the lung revealed a moderate growth of Streptococcus phocae and a light growth of 
multiple other organisms (unidentified). No fungi, yeast or Mycobacterium species bacteria 
were seen when the lung tissue was examined using special stains. Polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) testing for MTb complex organisms was negative.  

Virology 

Testing results for avian influenza were negative. 

Brevetoxins 

No samples were above the limits of reporting. 

Other algal biotoxins 

No samples were above the limits of reporting. 

Summary 

A very thin young female long-nosed fur seal (Arctocephalus forsteri) was euthanised after 
being found with a fishing lure and line in its mouth. Laboratory examination revealed the seal 
had a mild lungworm burden, with a concurrent (occurring at the same time) mild bacterial 
infection of the lungs and upper airways. There was a long-term injury and bacterial infection in 
the skin of the left flipper. This injury may have decreased this animal's ability to seek food and 
led to its weight loss. 

Testing for avian influenza and tuberculosis (Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex organisms) 
was negative. Brevetoxins and other algal biotoxins were also not detected. 
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