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Species – Australian sea lion 

Date collected – 28 August 2025 

Location – Vivonne Bay, Kangaroo Island  

History relating to the animal 

An adult male Australian sea lion (Neophoca cinerea) hauled itself out onto Jetty Road at 
Vivonne Bay for several days. The animal was losing body condition during its time ashore, with 
nasal discharge and damage to the left eye (held closed). The animal was humanely euthanised 
on 28 August 2025.  

Clinical examination 

The animal was in poor body condition with marked muscle wasting. There was nasal 
discharge, and damage to the left eye (was held closed). 

Necropsy 

The necropsy (looking at the whole body) revealed that the sea lion weighed 122kg and was 
1.85m in length. There was minimal fat under the skin, within the abdomen and around the 
kidneys.  

In the left eye the conjunctiva (tissues surrounding the eye) and sclera (white part of the eye) 
were torn and swollen, with bleeding within the globe (eyeball) and damage to the lens and 
retina (internal structures of the eye). Within both lungs there were 5-10mm round firm, pale 
white, nodules (lumps). There was no food in the stomach or intestines. 

Samples were collected to test for avian influenza and Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTb) 
complex organisms. Tissues were collected for histopathology (looking at tissues under the 
microscope for more detailed information) and testing for brevetoxins and other algal biotoxins 
(a possibility due to the algal bloom).  

Histopathology 

Samples from every major body system were examined under the microscope. Examination of 
the lung revealed moderate, chronic (long-term) bacterial bronchopneumonia (infection of the 
lungs and airways). This bacterial infection was found to have spread to the kidneys. 

There were mites (parasites) in the nasal mucosa (lining of the nasal passages) with evidence of 
inflammation. There was moderate autolysis (decomposing after death) of the gut and evidence 
of cestodes (tapeworms) in the colon. The left eye showed severe trauma, inflammation, and 
infection with large numbers of bacteria present. 

 

Bacteriology 
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There were Gram positive cocci (spherical bacteria) within the lungs. Mycobacterium sp. and 
acid-fast bacilli (a type of bacteria) were not seen and polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing 
for MTb complex organisms were negative. 

Virology 

Testing results for avian influenza were negative. 

Brevetoxins 

No samples were above the limits of reporting. 

Other algal biotoxins 

No samples were above the limits of reporting. 

Summary 

An adult male Australian sea lion (Neophoca cinerea) was found on the roadside near a beach. 
It was underweight and appeared unwell or injured and was euthanised. Laboratory 
examination revealed severe trauma and infection to the left eye, and a chronic (long-term) lung 
infection, which had spread to the kidneys. The cause of infection was not confirmed but was 
most likely to have been Streptococcus spp. bacteria; testing ruled our tuberculosis as the 
cause. These conditions would have contributed to weakness and limited the animal's ability to 
hunt and forage for food, resulting in the weight loss seen.   

Nasal mites (parasites) were also found in this animal, which would have contributed to the 
nasal discharge seen. These mites are reported in sea lions; high burdens can cause beathing 
difficulties. Testing for avian influenza was negative. Brevetoxins and other algal biotoxins were 
also not detected. 
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