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Species – Little penguin 

Date collected – 30 June 2025 

Location – Boomer Beach, Victor Harbor 

History relating to the animal 

An adult little penguin (Eudyptula minor) was found washed up at Boomer Beach, Victor Harbor 
on 30 June 2025 following some rough weather. 

Clinical examination 

The animal was already dead and so could not be examined prior to death. 

Necropsy 

The necropsy (looking at the whole body) revealed that the animal had very little effect from 
post-mortem decomposition. There were no external signs of trauma (injuries), and the bird 
was in good body condition with good muscle over the pectoral (breast) bone. The air sacs (part 
of birds’ lung anatomy) were normal. There was some food material present in the 
gastrointestinal tract. There were multiple lesions (abnormal tissue) present in the liver, 
consistent with hepatitis (inflammation of the liver).  

Tissues were collected to test for avian influenza and Newcastle disease, and for 
histopathology (looking at tissues under the microscope for more detailed information). Testing 
for brevetoxins and other algal biotoxins, a possibility due to the algal bloom, was requested. 
Samples were collected for other testing that might be indicated after these tests were 
performed.  

Histopathology 

Samples from every major body system were examined under the microscope. The skeletal 
muscle (the muscle type that is attached to bones and enables voluntary movements, like 
walking) and kidney had signs of inflammation. The bird had a moderate amount of liver flukes 
(Mawsonotrema eudyptulae, liver parasites). These flukes are not uncommon in wild little 
penguins and moderate amounts, such as found in this bird, often don’t cause disease. Round 
worms (gut parasites, e.g. Contracaecum species and Anisakis species) were in the 
proventriculus (the top part of a bird’s stomach). These are normal findings in most marine 
birds and generally do not cause disease. There was some hyperaemia (increased red colouring 
due to increased blood flow) of the capillaries (small blood vessels) in the lung. All other tissues 
appeared normal.  

The liver flukes may have contributed to the illness of this bird. The inflammation found in 
multiple tissues was thought to be due to bacteraemia (bacterial infection in the blood). 
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Culture 

Following the histopathology findings, which suggested a possible infection, the liver was 
cultured to try to identify bacteria. There was a light growth of Clostridium perfringens (a 
common, widespread bacteria) and a moderate growth of mixed organisms (e.g. bacteria), but 
anaerobes (those bacteria that do not need an oxygenated environment),including Salmonella 
species, Listeria species and Yersinia species, were not isolated. The bacteria found were not 
clinically significant (not likely to be causing disease) . 

Brevetoxins 

No samples were above limits of reporting. 

Other algal biotoxins 

No samples were above limits of reporting. 

Avian influenza 

Results were negative. 

Newcastle disease 

Results were negative.  

Summary 

There were liver flukes found in this animal which may have contributed to the bird being 
unwell. This is not an unusual finding in a wild little penguin. Laboratory testing for avian 
influenza and Newcastle disease was negative and there was no evidence of the presence of 
brevetoxins or other algal biotoxins.  
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