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Species - Little penguin 

Date collected – 21 June 2025 

Location - The Bluff, Victor Harbor 

History relating to the animal 

An adult little penguin (Eudyptula minor) was found on a pole at The Bluff, Victor Harbor on 
21 June 2025. It appeared as if a member of the public had placed the animal in this position. 

Clinical examination 

The animal was already dead and so could not be examined prior to death. 

Necropsy 

The necropsy (looking at the whole body) revealed that the animal showed moderate effects 
from post-mortem decomposition. There were no other remarkable findings. There was fish 
material present in the proventriculus (the top part of a bird’s stomach). No cause of death 
could be determined. 

Tissues were collected to test for avian influenza and Newcastle disease, and for 
histopathology (looking at tissues under the microscope for more detailed information). Testing 
for brevetoxins and other algal biotoxins, a possibility due to the algal bloom, was requested.  

Histopathology 

Samples from every major body system were examined under the microscope. The liver 
contained areas of inflammation and areas that were necrotic (tissue dying off). In the lung 
there was some hyperaemia (increased red colouring due to increased blood flow). The 
gastrointestinal tract, kidney and pancreas were quite autolysed (decomposing).  

The changes in the lung were thought to be a normal part of the dying process, but the changes 
in the liver were thought to contribute toward the animal being unwell.  

Culture 

There was a light growth of mixed organisms (e.g. bacteria), but anaerobes (those bacteria that 
do not need an oxygenated environment),including Salmonella species, Listeria species and 
Yersinia species, were not isolated. 

Brevetoxins 

No samples were above limits of reporting. 

Other algal biotoxins 

No samples were above limits of reporting. 
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Avian influenza 

Results were negative. 

Newcastle disease 

Results were negative.  

Summary 

There was mild, multifocal (mild, in multiple places) medium- to long-term inflammation in the 
liver, which contributed to this animal’s illness. Laboratory testing for avian influenza and 
Newcastle disease was negative and there was no evidence of the presence of brevetoxins or 
other algal biotoxins.  
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