
 

   

 

 

The South Australian government is establishing a new grant program to help South Australia 
deliver water savings to the Murray Darling Basin. The program has been funded under the 
Australian Government Resilient Rivers Water Infrastructure Program: State-led Water 
Recovery Program Arrangements. 
The grant program will provide funding to invest in infrastructure that will substitute River Murray water used for open 
space irrigation and industrial uses in South Australia with stormwater, treated wastewater or other alternative water 
sources. 

As well as providing an environmental benefit to the River Murray by returning water entitlements under the Basin Plan, 
the program will deliver a wide range of benefits for urban areas (figure 1). Delivery of this program will further the 
implementation of integrated water management in South Australia1 .  

 

 
1 853934-DEW-Urban-Water-Directions-Statement-FIN3.pdf (environment.sa.gov.au) 

Alternative water supply 
efficiency measures program 

OUTCOMES FROM THE PROGRAM

reduced reliance on the River Murray

greener and cooler urban centres that provide amenity and health benefits

healthier local environments from reduced discharge

making better use of all available water sources

Figure 1. Program outcomes 
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The program 
Timeline 
The South Australian government will establish and run the Alternative water supply efficiency measures program which will 
be delivered in partnership with local government and other stakeholders who can offset River Murray water use with 
other sources, such as recycled water (stormwater or wastewater) or groundwater.  

To meet the timelines of the Australian Government Resilient Rivers Water Infrastructure Program, this program will 
commence in January 2025 and be completed by December 2027 (see figure 2). 

Figure 2. Timeline for alternative water supply efficiency measures program 

  

Assessment criteria 
Project applications will be assessed against the criteria in table 1 to ensure that they are delivering on the expected 
outcome of this program. 

Table 1. Project assessment criteria  
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Preparing for the future 
 Providing water recovery through improved water use to increase 

the volume of Murray Darling Basin water resources available for 
use by up to 450 GL. 

 Providing investment in infrastructure that provides longer-term 
outcomes and multiple benefits in addition to water recovery for 
the environment. 
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 Regional economic stimulus, socio-economic outcomes and 

public support 
 The proposal has neutral to positive socio-economic outcome due 

to water efficiency improvements. 
 The proposal has sufficient support from directly affected 

stakeholders. 
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 Water savings shared between the environment and water 

users 
 Independently verified water savings. 

Cr
it

er
ia

 4
 Overall value money 

 Demonstratable public benefits that consider the request for 
funding and the value of the water entitlements returned to the 
Australian Government. 

 

 

More information 
For further information on the application process please contact AWSEM@sa.gov.au 
Please see Program Application Guidelines for details on how to complete your application. 
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