
 

 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL  

**CULTURAL HERITAGE PRESERVATION & PROPERTY ACQUISITION PROPOSAL**    

**WRITTEN ON NGARRINDJERI RUWE** 

 

**Regarding Property:** 26 Mannum Road, Murray Bridge, SA 5253   

**Historical Significance:** 1974 Birthplace of the Lower Murray Nungas Club by Elder Aileen 
Martha Wilson MBE   

**Submitted By:** Roy Wilson (Grandson & Kalparrin Community Inc. Life Member) 

 

* * * 

 

### SECTION 1: COVER LETTER 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am writing to you on Ngarrindjeri Ruwe to formally submit this property acquisition and 
heritage proposal. My name is Roy Wilson. I am a proud Life Member of Kalparrin Community 
Inc., the son of the late Victor Wilson and Glenys Wilson, and the grandson of Mark Wilson and 
the legendary Ngarrindjeri Elder, Mrs. Aileen Martha Wilson MBE. 

 

I am seeking urgent advocacy, capital backing, or financial resources to secure and re-acquire 
the property at 26 Mannum Road, Murray Bridge, which is currently listed for sale on the open 
market. 

 

This sandstone home holds an irreplaceable place in the history of Ngarrindjeri country. In 
1974, within these walls, my nanna, Aileen Martha Wilson, established the youth drop-in centre 
that became the Lower Murray Nungas Club. Her groundbreaking work here laid the foundations 
for the regional Aboriginal service sector. For her tireless devotion, she was awarded the 
Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) medal in 1983. In 1975, alongside her children 
Victor and Isobel Norvill, and other respected Elders, she founded Kalparrin Community Inc. 

 

For the historical record, while Kalparrin lost its residential rehabilitation funding around 2012 
during the federal defunding of over 80 rehabs nationwide, our community remains fully 
operational, active, and strong. Today, Kalparrin continues to successfully run the Spirited 
Men’s Program, the Municipal Services Program, and our 17-home community housing 
program. 
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This enduring strength is the direct legacy of my father, Victor Wilson, during his time as CEO, 
backed fully by my mother, Glenys Wilson—who was the absolute backbone of his work and is 
also an honored Life Member of Kalparrin. Working alongside other giants of the era like Uncle 
George Trevorrow and Uncle Tom Trevorrow (who were establishing Camp Coorong and HACS 
Point Wilderness Lodge), my father used his position on ATSIC to battle tirelessly for Ngarrindjeri 
people. 

 

Under Victor’s leadership, Kalparrin grew from a single old farmhouse named 'Glenora' into a 
thriving community asset. His historic successful acquisitions through ATSIC and government 
partnerships included: 

 

* The Adelaide Road site, where the Lower Murray Nungas Club eventually moved from Mannum 
Road, and which has now evolved into Moorundi Health Centre. 

* 34 Rocky Gully Road, fulfilling another vision of my nanna’s by establishing the Arnold Gollan 
Waili hostel and an overnight shelter (currently vacant). 

* The 15-bedroom Barry Weigold hostel, built directly on-site at the Kalparrin community on 
Karoonda Highway (currently vacant). 

* The new Kalparrin corporate offices, recreation room, gym, and secure vehicle compound. 

* The cultural property at Pompoota near Mannum, alongside the successful purchase of three 
neighboring homes bordering the Kalparrin community. 

 

Now, as Mark and Aileen's grandson, and Victor's son, I live to keep this 50-year flame alive. The 
sale of 26 Mannum Road represents a full-circle moment. It is an opportunity to bring the 
birthplace of the Lower Murray Nungas Club back into community hands to serve our people 
once again, ensuring that the foundational site of our modern community services is never lost 
to private interests. 

 

We are formally presenting this proposal to explore: 

 

1. **Capital Infrastructure Funding:** Utilizing heritage, housing, or Indigenous land funds (such 
as the ILSC) to acquire 26 Mannum Road. 

2. **State Heritage Recognition:** Lodging an immediate application with State Heritage SA to 
permanently protect the site due to its connection to Aileen Martha Wilson MBE. 

3. **Commemoration:** Organizing a permanent historical plaque on the site to honor the 
Wilson family's foundational contributions to Murray Bridge. 

 

With the property actively on the market, time is of the essence. Attached below is the formal 
statement of historical significance prepared for the South Australian Heritage Register. I 
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welcome the opportunity to meet with your leadership team to discuss how we can protect this 
sacred piece of our history. 

 

* * * 

 

### SECTION 2: STATEMENT OF HISTORICAL & CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

 

*(Prepared in accordance with the South Australian Heritage Register guidelines)* 

 

### Historical Summary 

 

In 1974, this sandstone home at 26 Mannum Road became the foundational birthplace of the 
regional Aboriginal service sector in Murray Bridge and the Lower Murray region. Within these 
walls, respected Ngarrindjeri Elder Mrs. Aileen Martha Wilson MBE established a youth drop-in 
centre that quickly evolved into the Lower Murray Nungas Club. 

 

At the time, the site functioned as the cultural and social engine room for local Aboriginal 
people. The grass-roots programs, community housing advocacy, and health initiatives started 
by Mrs. Wilson in this very house laid the direct operational groundwork for the region's modern 
Indigenous infrastructure. This includes the Adelaide Road site (which has since evolved into 
the Moorundi Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Service) and Kalparrin Community Inc., 
which Mrs. Wilson co-founded on Karoonda Highway in 1975 alongside her children Victor 
Wilson and Isobel Norvill. 

 

For her extraordinary, lifelong, and pioneering service to the Aboriginal community, Mrs. Aileen 
Martha Wilson was rightfully awarded the Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) 
medal in the 1983 New Year Honours List. This property stands as a physical monument to her 
foundational vision, the endurance of the Wilson family legacy, and the half-century history of 
self-determination and community-controlled services on Ngarrindjeri Ruwe. 

 

### Justification Under State Heritage Criterion (g) 

 

*The place has a strong cultural or spiritual association for the community or a group within it.* 

 

This property holds a profound, irreplaceable social and historical association for the 
Ngarrindjeri community and the wider Aboriginal population of the Lower Murray region. 26 
Mannum Road is culturally revered as the physical birthplace of the Lower Murray Nungas Club, 
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an institution that sparked 50 years of continuous health, housing, and social justice advocacy 
in Murray Bridge. 

 

The site is deeply tied to the living memory of the community through the pioneering work of 
Elder Mrs. Aileen Martha Wilson MBE, her husband Mark Wilson, her son and long-time 
Kalparrin CEO Victor Wilson, her daughter Isobel Norvill, and contemporaries like Uncle George 
and Uncle Tom Trevorrow. The house represents the genesis of regional community-controlled 
services. Losing this property to private re-development without formal heritage recognition 
would cause significant cultural grief and erase a landmark that symbolizes Ngarrindjeri 
resilience, leadership, and community healing. 

 

### Physical Description 

 

The property retains its original, substantial 1930s sandstone villa structure, facing Mannum 
Road. The physical fabric of the home, including its signature masonry and sandstone facade, 
remains highly intact and clearly identifiable as the structural layout where the 1974 youth drop-
in centre and foundational Nungas Club meetings took place. It stands as an authentic, 
unbroken physical connection to that historic era. 

 

* * * 

 

Yours in community, 

 

**Roy Wilson**   

Grandson of Mark Wilson & Aileen Martha Wilson MBE   

Son of Victor & Glenys Wilson (Kalparrin Life Members)   

Life Member, Kalparrin Community Inc. 

 

**Email:** roywilson7722@gmail.com   

**Phone:** 0431997258   

**Address:** 14 Karoonda Highway, Murray Bridge, SA 5253   

**Supporting Documentation Attached:** Historical family photographs of Mrs. Aileen Martha 
Wilson MBE, regional legacy records, and 1983 investiture honors. 
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PHOTOS 

1 - Nanna Aileen Wilson standing in the back room 

One of of Nanna standing in the back room at 26 mannum rd and nanna an her nephew uncle 
Les kropinyeri a veteran man an remember i said nannas dad was Cyril rigney a ngarrindjeri man 
who insisted to go to war and died in France his younger brother Rufus rigney  also followed him 
amd  
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2 - Uncle Les Kropinyeri & Nanna Aileen Wilson 

nanna an her nephew uncle Les kropinyeri a veteran man an remember i said nannas dad was 
Cyril rigney a ngarrindjeri man who insisted to go to war and died in France his younger brother 
Rufus rigney  also followed him amd  

 

 

3 - Aunty Eileen Kropinyeri & Aunty Beryl Kropinyeri 

Nannas nieces aunty Eileen kropinyeri and aunty beryl kropinyeri and not sure of others but all 
there at the house 26 mannum rd more photos to come looking for nannas mbe presentation 
photo  oh an for the record my mums fathers dad also went to war and returned his name was 
Roland Carter another great herritage story to show  
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4 - Aunty Ruth Carter serving icecream 

Aunty Ruth carter in the kitchen serving ice cream her and aunty Dorey wilson and Aunty Laura 
Winslow and Aunty Isobel Norvil all played a big part in becoming the next program director 
after nannas death kept the lower murray nungas club vision alive up until the new building was 
purchased on Adelaide rd which eventually turned into Moorundi heslth care the first Aboriginal 
community controlled heslth service for our Ngarrindjeri ruwe region our elders tirelessly 
battered for over 50 odd years of negotiations and government discussions and Uncle Les 
kropinyeri went to Vietnam war for the record also now deceased  

 

 

5 - Dudley Carter & Roger Rigney helping 

Dudley carter and Roger Rigney helping around the nungas centre 26 mannum rd early days  
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6 - Uncle Neville Gollan & Uncle George Trevorrow in background 

Uncle Neville Gollan an uncle George Trevorrow in the back ground  

 

 

7 - Mum Glenys Wilson in gallery 

This photo is a plaque at the newly established moorundie on the opening day my mum Glenys 
Wilson as my Dad was Victor Wilson  Nanna Aillen wilson nee Varcoe Rigney  son. Nanna 
receiving her medal in 1982 and a photo of the original lower murray nungas club house with 
some community members standing out the front at 26 mannum rd murray bridge  
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8 - Nanna Aileen Wilson on gallery sign 

Steve hemming from the south Australian muesum made these signs up in 1989  

 

 

9 - Dad Victor Wilson at Kalparrin Farm on gallery sign 

Next project im working on the old original home at kalparrin named Glenora and this is my Dad 
victor Wilson I want this old home listed next and help reparing it through grants please  
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