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Government
of South Australia

Office of the Minister for
Environment and Water

Dr Susan Close MP
81-95 Waymouth Street

Email: ptadelaide@parliament.sa.gov.au Adelaide SA 5000

GPO Box 1047
Adelaide SA 5001

Tel 08 8463 5680
minister.speirs@sa.gov.au

Dear Dr Close

| refer to your application pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 1991 (the Act) received by the Office
of the Minister for Environment and Water, on 11 November 2019, seeking access to:
“Any correspondence received by the Minister or his office relating to the Flinders Chase National
Park”.
Date range: 1/10/2019 — 30/10/2019

DETERMINATION

Section 23(1)(b) of the FOI Act states that an agency must notify an applicant in writing if the application
relates to a document that is not held by the agency.

I hereby advise that searches of the records of the Office of the Minister for Environment and Water have
shown that there were five (5) documents discovered within the scope of your request.

As the Accredited FOI Officer, | have considered the documents and determined to grant you partial access
pursuant to clause 6(1) of the FOI Act with personal contact details redacted. Information out of scope of
your request has also been redacted.

DISCLOSURE LOG

In accordance with PC045 — Disclosure logs for Non-personal information once a determination has been
provided, the Office is required to make information and documents that have been disclosed available
on the Department for Environment and Water website. Information will be publicised online at
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/about-us/freedom-of-information/foi-disclosure-log/minister-

disclosure-log.

FEES AND CHARGES
There is no charge for processing this application.
YOUR APPEAL RIGHTS

If you are dissatisfied with this determination, you are entitled to exercise your rights to internal review and
appeal as outlined in the attached documentation, by completing the attached Application for Review of
Determination. If you decide to apply to exercise your rights to review, the completed form must be returned
within 30 days to:

Principal FOI Officer

Office for the Minister for Environment and Water
PO Box 1047

ADELAIDE SA 5001



If you have any queries in relation to the above please contact me on telephone (08) 8463 5680 or
email Minister.Speirs@sa.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

~

et

Carly McNeill
ACCREDITED FREEDOM OF INFORMATION OFFICER
Office of the Minister for Environment and Water

Date: 14 February 2020



Freedom of Information
DOCUMENT SCHEDULE

Reference No: 19EW0007089

Agency/Business Unit: Office of the Minister for Environment and Water
Title/Date: Any correspondence received by the Minister or his office relating to the Flinders Chase National Park.— received on 11/11/2019

For period: 1/10/2019 - 30/10/2019

Doc Brief Description Date of Full Part Reason/s
No Doc Access Access or

Refused

Access
1 Email referred from Black EO 15/10/2019 Part access Clause 6
2 Letter from Vickie Chapman on behalf of a constituent 21/10/2019 Part access Clause 6
3 Email forwarded from Black EO — webpage enquiry 28/10/2019 Part access Clause 6
4 Email forwarded from Black EO 28/10/2019 Part access Clause 6
5 Email regarding recent phone call and meeting request Part access Clause 6




Document 1

McNeill, Carly (DEW)

From: Black EQ <Black@parliament.sa.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 15 October, 2019 11:23 AM
To: DEW:Minister Speirs

Subject: FW: Kangaroo Island Development
Foilow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Good morning
Please see the email below from a constituent of Black -6 - Documents affecting personal affairs
Kind regards

Jana

From: & - Documents affecting personal affairs

Sent: Tuesday, 15 October 2019 10:25 AM
To: Black EQ <Black@parliament.sa.gov.au>
Subject: Kangaroo Island Development

Dear David

As our local member, we have been impressed with the work that you are doing in relation to Glenthorne and other
areas making them accessible to everyone in a sustainable way.

We cannot however, support the proposed development of fuxury hotels on Kangaroo Island in the Flinders Chase
Conservation Park and urge you to reconsider this move as a matter of urgency.

There are plenty of places outside of the park where hotels could be located and be in easy reach of the Park, if they
are deemed to be necessary anyway! There is plenty of quite comfortable accommodation nearby in any event.

Effectively, the hotels would control all the area around about the hotel making it impossible for ‘ordinary folk’ to
walk or access those areas.

The destruction to the area would be immense just in the construction of the hotels in the first place, and their
upkeep and running would add to that destruction thus destroying the very thing that was supposed te attract
people to the area in the first place!

Most of the tourists going to the Park are day trippers and only want to have their picture taken at Remarkable
Rocks and then leave. The true visitors to the area are happy to stay in the accommodation available supporting the

local community and businesses, not some national or overseas conglomerate throwing their money around.

We urge you to put a halt to this wanton destruction of a vulnerable beautiful area before it is too late! We are
already destroying too much of our natural environment!

Out of Scope



Out of Scope

Yours sincerely

Regards

6 - Documents affecting
personal affairs

The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/cr legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient,
access to it is unauthorised and any disclosure, copying, distribution or action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance
on it is prohibited and may be unlawful.
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16 October, 2019

The Hon. David Speirs, MLC
Minister for the Environment
GPO Box 1047

Adelaide, SA, 5001

Dear Minister,

I'm writing regarding three issues today. The first is the proposed development in Flinders Chase
National Park, on Kangaroo Island.

South Australians are horrified that our own State government has given money to these developers
(830K, I understand the figure to be). They are even more horrified that this same State government
proposes to illegally sub-divide FCNP in order to give them Jand on which to build their development and
sell in the future at a profit.

That our State government has decided on these courses of action, is bad enough, but that it has chosen
to do this right across the top of a fragile eco-system in a Natienal Park is unconscionable. By definition,
a National Park is an area set aside for the preservation of the natural enwvironment. The area proposed
for destruction {(and this is plainly what it is) in FCNP is an intact eco-system. There are very few of
these remaining in Australia and indeed on the planet and this is one of them. Once walking tracks and
buildings are put into it, it will no longer be an intact eco-system. There is no such thing as a low impact
tourist development in a fragile eco-system.

Therefore, i respectfully ask that you do not allow this development to go ahead in this area. There are
plenty of other sites that have been identified as being suitable for such a development. Surely this
development could occur in one of them instead?
Out of Scope



As Minister for the Environment, the people of South Australia expect you to be an advocate for the
environment and to wori tirelessly on its behalf, speaking far the national Parks, the trees and the fauna
that otherwise have no voice. | hope that you will take on board these concerns and use your voice to
achieve the good that the people of South Australia expect from you.

I look forward to hearing back from you regarding these important issues.

Sincerely,
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21 October 2019

et o

Hon David Speirs MP

Minister for Environment and Water
GPO BOX 1047

ADELAIDE SA 5001

Dear Minister

| write on behalf o8 - DOCUMeNts — ., .,ngiituent of Brage, who has contacted me regarding
e BH =

~ At

the proposed development in Flinders Chase Conservation Park.

6- is concerned about this proposal as he believes it is inappropriate fo undergo any

T

development in a conservation parl.

I have enclosed a copy of® - _correspondence and would appreciate your
consideration oi’g' . concerns and any information you may be able to provide on this

issue so that I can respond.
Thank you for your assistance.

Yours sincerely

HON VICGKIE CHAPMAN MP
Deputy remier—"

Attorney General
Member for Bragg

257 Greenhili Road, Toorak Gardens SA 5065 ‘ﬁ% (08) B332 4798 braggd@parliament.sa.gov.ad

dEEn  wwwvickiechapman.com.au facebook.com/VickieChapmanMP @VickieChapmanMP
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Bragg EQ

Erom: 6 - Documents affecting personal affairs
Sent: Sunday, 20 October 2019 1:24 PM

To: Bragg EQ

Cc: 6 - Documents

Subject: Conservation Parks

Categoties: James

Dear Ms Chapman,

| am writing as one of your constituents, voicing the views of all | talk to about the matter. | refer to the proposed
development in Flinders Chase CONSERVATION Park.

1am disappointed that, given your excellent track record, you are not opposing the proposal.

In the article in yesterday's Advertiser, Minister Knoll says he disagrees with ‘Greens and Labor being against plans
to encourage development in the states national park’. What part of the word CONSERVATION does Minister Knoll
not understand? The Greens and Labour have not 'teamed up o crush eco-tourism’. What they are doing is
opposing inappropriate development in a conservation park. There are miles of coastline in South Australia which
developers are welcome to use.

What a shame it is the residents of this State who are putting up their hard earned money to save Flinders Chase
from development, while our legislators, who are paid by the very same residents, are intent in exploiting it.

i beggars helief!

6 - Documents

Yours sincerely :
affecting personal



Document 3

McNeill, Carly (DEW)

From: Black EO <Black@parliament.sa.gov.au>

Sent: Monday, 28 October, 2019 12:36 PM

To: DEW:Minister Speirs i .
Subject: FW: [davidspeirs] 6 - Documents affecting personal affairs
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Good afternoon

Please see below an email received via David’s website.?_'P_O_C_uln_]irjtf_aﬂecung

Thanks

lana Kranbdeld

Office Manazer

&
Hor David Speirg WP

Momber for Black

fiisier for Ervirenment & Water

{0R) 8296 9833 | PO Box 121, Brighton SA 5048 | www.davidspeirs.com.au | Black@parliament.sa.gov.au

Office location: 7 Sturt Road, Brighion SA
'T.

From: 6 - Documents affecting personal affairs

Sent: Monday, 28 October 2019 12:31 PM
To: Black EQ <Black@parliament.sa.gov.au>
Subject: [davidspeirs]é' _left feedback on Contact David

6 -

Dyl TR left feedback on Contact David

“Dear David - | recently had the pleasure of walking paris of the K | Wilderness
Trail. It was sad 1o find out that permission has been given to AWC to build at



Sandy Creek and Sanderson Bay. Much of this beautiful coast has remained
intact for a long time and has been safeguarded by people with vision and z
love for the place. Allowing a private development in this untouched part of the
Chase is surely wrong. Your sincerely ?\'

NnriiMmante

6 - Documents affecting
personal affairs

Ez2il-6 - Documents affecting

nareAanal affaive

Point Person: Black &

e e Dot person fo

NAniimAantg

, 6 - Documents affecting
oersonal affairs

A Y ¢

Crestes vl NatonBuoilder

The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/or legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient,

access to it is unauthorised and any disclosure, copying, distribution or action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance
on it is prohibited and may be unlawful.



Document 4

McNeill, Carly (DEW)

From: Black EQ <Black@parliament.sa.gov.au>
Sent: Monday, 28 October, 2019 9:39 AM

To: DEW:Minister Speirs

Subject: FW: Glenthorne and Flinders Chase
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Good morning

It does not appear that 6- is a constituent.
Document

Thanks

Jana

From:6 - Documents affecting personal

Sent: Sunday, 27 October 2019 12:05 AM
To: Black EO <Black@parliament.sa.gov.au>
Subject: Glenthorne and Flinders Chase

David Speirs MP

Dear David,

Thank you for taking time to talk to me at the Open Day for Glenthorne National Park earlier today. Just to
reiterate, thank you and your Department for the initiative, drive and commitment towards making
Glenthorne National Park a reality. | think it will be a fantastic place for our families and future generations
to enjoy.

On the issue of AWC’s development in the Flinders Chase National Park, | think it is the right development
(high end nature tourism) but in the wrong location (on the sensitive coastal headlands in an untouched
wilderness area).

I would like my children and grandchildren to walk these beautiful, wild places without seeing buildings on
them. AWC has acknowledged there are other options (“There’s always a plan B”} for this development. So
why not allow AWC to proceed with their plans, but to require them to locate the buildings away from the
coastal headlands, closer to the existing walking track?

Going by what | hear from family and my circle of friends, there are a lot of people in SA concerned at this
development.

Yours sincerely

6 - Documents

affecting personal
26/10/19



The information in this e-mail may be confidential and/or legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient,
access fo it is unauthorised and any disclosure, copying, distribution or action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance

on it is prohibited and may be uniawful,



Document 5

‘Coad, Adele (DEW)

From: 6 - Documents affecting personal affairs

Sent: Wednesday, 23 October, 2019 2:26 PM

To: DEW:Minister Speirs

Subject; Recent phone call and possible meeting

Attachments: 6 - Documents affecting to David Speirs_23 October 2018.pdf; ATT00001.htm;
FoDPP_Letter MinisterSpeirs_12July2019.pdf; ATT00002. htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Categories: Awaiting MLO Advice prior to actioning

Dear Minister Speirs,
Please find attached a letter regarding your recent phone call and a possible meeting.

Regards,

6 - Documents
affecting personal

affaire



23 Qctober 2019

Dear Minister Speirs,

Telephone call and meeting

For your reference, | have attached the letter of 12 July 2019 that | referred to in our
conversation. | wrote to you as the President of Friends of Dudley Peninsula Parks
about the lack of response to a series of letters regarding the Flinders Chase
developments, dating back to 17 December 2018. We finally received a letter from
vou on 17 July 2019 (after the SCAP approval), addressed to a previous President,
which didn’t deal with any of the guestions in my correspondence.

i look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,




Note: nothing redacted from this letter as it was originally cc'ed to the applicant.

Friends of Dudley Peninsula Parks

¢/~ Post Office Penneshaw 5222,
friendsofdudleypeninsulaparks@gmail.com

12% July 2019
Regarding: Development Proposal in Flinders Chase Conservation Park

Dear Minister Speirs,

As a volunteer group that has worked for 15 years to support the parks and reserves of Kangaroo
island, we write to express our ongoing dismay with the proposed accemmoadation development in
Flinders Chase NP, and the way this divisive issue has been managed.

We are a community organisation that has always enjoyed a close working relationship with DEW,
freely providing our personal time, services and groups funds to enhance the parks at the eastern
end of Kangaroo Island. More than that, we have remained loyal advocates of DEW's aspirations

and achievements within our local community.

Sadly, however, your Department has not seen fit fo respond to any of Friends of Dudley Peninsula
Parks (FDPP) concerns or letters over the past eight months. We refer to the following:

1. Qur letter to you dated 17t December 2018.

2. Afollow-up letter sent {o you on 5% February 2019.

3. Our letter of 39 February 2019 to Damian Miley, DEW KI advising of our decision to suspend
works in protest at the AWC proposal.

4. Our letter of 19" February to Mike Greig, DEW K.

None of these letters have been responded to with anything more than a pro-forma
acknowledgement of receipt. Many South Australians might question the integrity of a government
agency that fails fo extend basic courtesies to a properly constituted community group that has
served it so well for so long.

Our members share a lifelong commitment to working for conservation. We support the great
tradition of national parks protecting our priceless natural heritage. And many within our ranks have
worked tirelessly to champion nature-based tourism. From the outset the FDPP supported the
Kangaroo Island Wilderness Trail. We also endorsed the concept of low-impact fixed
accommodation adjacent to the trail.

However, the AWC’s discredited propesal for accommodation villages on two of Flinders Chase’s
most prominent coastal sites in no way accords with the spirit of the original concept, or for that
matter the park's management plan.

Faced with the prospect of Flinders Chase being permanently disfigured by these villages, plus their
intrusion into pristine cliff-top habitats, FDPP joined the other Friends groups on the island to
suspend work within DEW managed reserves.

This decision was not taken lightly, given our groups apolitical history and loyal support of DEW. But
it was clear to all a stand needed to be taken.

Page 1 of 3



Friends of Dudley Peninsula Parks

¢/~ Post Office Penneshaw 5222,
friendsofdudleypeninsulaparks@gmail.com

We are not alone. Serious objections to the AWC development have been raised
by other parks Friends groups across the State, the Kangaroo Island Naturai
Resources Management Board, the Coastal Protection Board, the National Trust of SA, the Field
Naturalists Society of SA, the Friends of the Heysen Trail, Royal Society of South Australia, State
and Federal Members of Parliament and many distinguished members of SA’s scientific community,

All this highlights the reality that opposition to this development is both widespread and founded on
a deep knowledge of the risks it entails. Any attempt to disparage these concerns as mere
naysaying is to blindly ignore the overwhelming body of professional advice and public opinion.

The many groups who strenuously oppose this proposal are committed to continuing their fight. Cur
fear is that these accommoaodation structures — should they ever be constructed — will stand as
permanent symbols of ill-judged development and reckless policy. They would make a mockery of
the very experience that the Wilderness Trail strives to celebrate — walking a wild shoreline free of
intrusion. And given their high-profile coastal locations on public land they would become a focus of
protest, discontent and damaging publicity for decades to come.

As one of South Australia's premier parks Flinders Chase hardly deserves such a sorry fate.
Similarly, DEW can ill-afford to yet further alienate the local community it is meant to serve.

Minister, against this background, we ask the following:

» When will FDPP receive a considered departmental response to the concerns set out in the
FDPP correspondence listed above?

« What steps will you take to restore the credibility of DEW as a responsible custodian of our
parks and reserves?

» \What processes will you put in place so that any future propesals for our National Parks are
subject to proper public scrutiny and comment?

+ How will you ensure that the volunteer efforts of the Friends of Parks Groups are respected
and promoted in the fuiure?

in our view the way forward is clear. Returning to the original proposal for low-impact fixed
accommodation in close proximity to the Wilderness Trail would guarantee the support of the
Friend’s Groups and the wider island community. It would allow the FDPP not just to resume our
volunteer work, but also to join with DEW to help revitalise its mission to protect and promote our
parks.

. Yours sincerely,

Janine Mackintosh
President, Friends of Dudley Peninsula Parks.

Page 2 of 3



Friends of Dudley Peninsula Parks

¢/~ Post Office Penneshaw 5222,
friendsofdudleypeninsulaparks@gmail.com

To:

The Hon David Speirs, Minister for the Environment, Minister.Speirs@sa.gov.au

CC: :

Hon. Steven Marshall, Premier of South Australia premier@sa.gov.au

Hon L.eon Bignell, Member for Mawson, mawson@parliament.sa.gov.au

Susan Close MP, Shadow Minister for Environment and Water ptadelaide@parliament.sa.gov.au
Hon Rebehka Sharkie Member for Mayo, Rebekha.Sharkie.mp@aph.gov.au

Hon Mark Parnell, MLC, parnell@parliament.sa.gov.au

President, Friends of Parks, KI Western Districts, deb.davis2@gmail.com
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