Government of South Australia

Department for Environment
and Water

Office of the Group
Executive Director, People

DEW F0001778601 ‘ and Performance
81-95 Waymouth Street
Adelaide SA 5000

GPO Box 1047

W G Adelaide SA 5001
Date:{ o jul 018 Australia

Ph: 08 8204 9473
www.environment.sa.gov.au

RE: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION APPLICATION

| refer to your application pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 1991 (the Act) received by the
Department for Environment and Water (DEW) on 14 June 2017, seeking access to documents:

“Any reports or documentation referring to the establishment of the Marree Man or Stuart’s
Giant, situated at Finniss Springs 60 km west of the township of Marree , on or around June

1998.
Any reports, documentation or investigations relating to who may have created the original
Marree Man or Stuart’s Giant”.

DETERMINATION

Searches of the Department’s records have found nineteen (19) documents held by this agency
within scope of your request.

As a DEW Accredited FOI Officer, | have determined to grant you full access to six (6) documents,

partial access to twelve (12) documents and refuse access to one (1) document. Section 20 of the Act
provides that an agency may refuse access to a document if it is an exempt document under the Act.

The documents, or parts of the document to which | am refusing access and the reasons for the
refusal are summarised in the attached document schedule and explained in more detail below.

Documents number 8, 10, 11, 12, 16 and 18

Sections of these documents have been marked as out of scope of your request as they contain
information that does not relate to your request.



Daocuments numberd, 2, 6, 14, 15, 18 and 19

Schedule 1, Clause 6 of the Act states that:
6—Documents affecting personal affairs

6(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the disclosure of which would
involve the unreasonable disclosure of information concerning the personal affairs of any
person {living or dead).

The full release of these documents would involve the unreasonable disclosure of information
concerning personal affairs, thus those parts are exempt pursuant to Clause 6{1) of the FOI Act.

Document 12

Schedule 1, Clause 7 of the Act states that:
7— Documents affecting business affairs

(1) Adocumentis an exempt document—

(¢} if it contains matter—

(i} consisting of information (other than trade secrets or information referred
to in paraqraph (b)} concerning the business, professional, commercial or
financial affairs of any agency or any other person; and

(i}  the disclosure of which—

(A} could reasonably be expected to have an adverse effect on those
affairs or to prejudice the future supply of such information to the
Government or to an agency, and

(B)  would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest.

Document 10

Schedule 1, Clause 9 of the Act states that:
9 — Internal working documents

(1) Adocumentis an exempt document if it contains matter—
(a) thatrelates to—
(i) any opinion, advice or recommendation that has been obtained,
prepared or recorded; or
(i) any consultation or deliberation that has taken place, in the course of, or
for the purpose of, the decision-making functions of the Government, a
Minister or an agency; and
{(b) the disclosure of which would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest,

Clauses 7{1){c) and 9(1)(a)(i} of Schedule 1 of the Act require me to weigh up the public interest
when determining to allow access to the above information.

Factors | have considered in favour of the public interest from any such release are:
* |t would support the object of the Act which promotes public access to documents.



e The importance of transparency and openness and the interest the public has in the
operations of Government.

Factors | have considered contrary to the public interest for any such release are:
« Disclosure of commercial negotiations with Government would likely have an adverse effect
on the Agency’s future business opportunities and impact existing relationships with the
general public.

s Disclosure of documents containing information indicating an opinion or advice that has
been obtained in the course of the decision making process would likely compromise future
agency deliberations and communications.

e The document is a working document that contains opinions and recommendations that
have not been endorsed by a committee or executive group.

e Information discussed is preliminary in nature and its release would hinder the decision
making process of the agency and Minister.

e The information within the document does not fairly disclose the reasons for making
recommendations and may prejudice the integrity of future decision-making processes,

In making my determination, ! have considered the public interest factors in favour of disclosure,
particularly the objects of the Act which promote full disclosure of documents.

Based on the above considerations, | determine parts of document 12 are considered exempt,
pursuant to clause 7(1){c) of the Act, as disclosure would, on balance, be contrary to the public
interest.

Based on the above considerations, | determine parts of document 10 are considered exempt,
pursuant to clause 9{1){a)(i} of the Act, as disclosure would, on balance, be contrary to the public
interest.

Documents number 10, 12, 14, 16 and 18
Schedule 1, Clause 10 states:
10 — Documents subject to legal professional privilege

{1} A document is an exempt document if it contains matter that would be privileged from
production in legal proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege.

Clause 10 operates to exempt communications and advice between an agency and their legal
advisers, where that communication and advice, or extract of that communication or advice, would
be subject to legal professional privilege.

The full disclosure of documents 10, 12, 14, 16 and 18 would divulge information subject to legal
professional privilege. This information is subject to legal professional privilege and is therefore
determined exempt from release under clause 10(1) of Schedule 1 of the Act.



Document number 17

Section 20(1)(b) of the Act states that if the documents are otherwise available for inspection (e.g.
via internet sites, annual reports, newspapers, online publications etc.), access to the document can
be refused.

| hereby determine to refuse access to document 17 under Section 20(1)(b) the Act and direct you to
the summary in the attached document schedule for the relevant internet site details.

In making my determination, | have considered the objects of the Act which promote openness and
accountability of government agencies.

In accordance with PC045 — Disclosure logs for Non-personal information once a determination has
been provided, the agency is required to make available on our website information and documents
that have been disclosed. Information will be publicized online at
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/about-us/freedom-of-information/foi-disclosure-log.

FEES AND CHARGES
| can confirm the Department has received your payment of $189.20 to complete the processing of
your application.

YOUR APPEAL RIGHTS

If you are dissatisfied with this determination, you are entitled to exercise your rights to internal
review and appeal as outlined in the attached documentation, by completing the attached
Application for Review of Determination. If you decide to apply to exercise your rights to review, the
completed form must be returned within 30 days to:

Chief Executive

Department for Environment and Water
GPO Box 1047

ADELAIDE SA 5001

If you have any queries in relation to the FOI process please contact a Freedom of Information Officer
on telephone (08) 8463 6625 or email DEW.FOI@sa.gov.au .

Yours sincerely

Dby B lliowo
Wiebke Billows

ACCREDITED FREEDOM OF INFORMATION OFFICER
DEPARTMENT FOR ENVIRONMENT AND WATER
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DEPARTMENT GF ENVIRONMENT, HERITAGE AND ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Deseyt Pasks Digtydet
North Reglon PC BoX 76
9 Mackay Sireet phone (066} 485300

PORT AUGUBTA BA ET00 fa {0B5) 486304

79_‘2 M < D;Tt. /','4( Uf?W\TUML REROURCEE GROLP
/ _F7 " FACSIMILE TRANSMISSIONZ ., (11 Adhsttrgo

For ___RoswAlen, AlRegional Manager, Nerth

FROM: Pearce Dougherty, A/Manager Parks & Wiidlite, North

SUBJECT: Maree/Finnis Springs Landscape Figure

{ DATE:  15.July, 1990

NO. PAGES (Inctuding cover sheot): 3

Ross, ‘

Attached Is tha mystery fax which has bsen circulating,
figura for the last fow weeks, [twas senlto us b
not know who sent It to them as thare wars no d
the originel fax.

As you can see from the text thers appears lo he an American origin, with
refaroness 10 "Your State, South Australia® and the word "Railresed”, but whe knows

these could be designed as Red Harrings to lead would be investigators astray, and
provide even meore myatery. '

Ag | Indicetad tha figura is on the Finnis Springs Aboriginal Lands Trust area, (¢ee
the attachied map blow up) adjoining the gouthem section of Laka Eyre Natlonal
park.

p——

The Indormation contelned o this facsimile mecesge may be confidentlal information and mgy also bo the

subjest of logal professlonal privilege or public interest immundty. If you are nol Uit intended recipient, any
uge, diseloture or copylng of this dosunment is unnuthoriped.

If you have recalved this documaent 1n error, please {olophone (088) 488 300,

Docurnent released by the Department for Environment and Water 1 of 64
under the Freedom of Information Act 1991
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under the Freedom of information Act 1981
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Chappel, dohn . "
To: Karzek, Ania
Subject:  Finnis Springs "drawing"

Officers from the Depariment traveled from Adelaide to Marree this morning (Thursday 16 .July
1898) and met at the Marree Police Station at approximately 1300 hours. The officers concerned
are ; Rick Barratt from the Pastoral Secretariat of the Heritage & Biodiverity Division, an expert in
rangeland native vegetation and soils ; Andy Robb and Heidi Crow from the Division of State
Aboriginal Affairs, experts in Aboriginal Heritage Sites. An inspection of the site is planned for this
afternoon, provided access is not restricted due to rain which has been forecast in the Marree
area today. The Depariment's plane is currently out of commission due to repairs and is therefore
not available to assist in the investigation. In any case unfavorable flying conditions would have
ruled out the use of the plane until at least tomorrow. No alternative arrangements for a plane are
being contemplated at this stage. The officers have been instructed to conduct the investigation
by way of a2 team approach and will be working closely with the police officer
stationed at Marree, The team has also been instructed not to speak directly to the media, who if
press for comment, are to be directed to the Minister's Office.. Discussion with Rick Barratt by
telephone at 1350 hours reported that Jight rain was falling at the time and interest from the media
and public appeared to be waning. A preliminary report is expected from the investigation team on
Friday moming.

John Chappel

Document released by the Department for Environment and Waler 5of 64
under the fFreedom of Information Act 1991



This page is intentionally blank

Document released by the Department for Environment and Water 5 of 64
under the Freedom of Information Act 71987



FG6F 10V UOeLUnji 10 WOP3a)4 94;11J9PU"
B/ PUB WUUQUALTLO] JUBURIBTS] 21 AT DRSBRIR JUBNI0g.

8y BRONWYH HURRELL
amns ANNA COCK

THE mystery sppearance of the
“Marree Man” has led to a surprise
boost In South Australiz’s inter.
natlongl tourlsm profile.

Mot zince the 1071 Nullarbor Nymph
has the State been grpped by such a

mystery.

In the tradition of the fumous hoax -
where n naked voung woman fitted
acToss a konely higlyway and put the tiny
border town of Eucla on the map -
another strange phenomenon has
brought global attention to the Outback,

Meticwlously efelied into the earth
betwesn the Qodnadatia Track and Lake
Eyre South, G0km outside the quich
Qutback town of Marree, the 4km-long
image has everyone scratehing thelr
heads (n amazement,

“Tracks near the drawing are a clue that
it was created by a truck or tractor using
a ripper to giough through the earth -
but who did It {5 the mystery.

The Mwree Man has become the tall
of the Outbzck and, by yesterday,
interested medin from as far sBeld as
Japan had ehoked the phone lines to the
towL

Outhack manogar for the SA Towrism
Commizsion, 3 Andrew Beare, s21d the
Marres Man was “terrifie” for tourlsm

“e love It, we think It's great — i

whoever did it comes in and owas uwp to
it, we'd shout them a slab,” he said.
The drawing was first spotted by free-
lance plict Mr Trec Smith on a routine
charter fight [rom Coober Pedy fo
Marree on June 26. Thinking it was a
tourlat attraciion that everyone except
him knew about, Mr Smith was puszled.
“yyhen I'went to Marree and told them,
nobady was very Intevested,” he said.

But that all changed when an anony-
mous fx arrived st Marree businesses
lagt Thureday describing the drawing.

*1 zald, ‘thatb's it, that's what T saw".”
Mr Smith said.

The mystery deepened when g preserv-
ative bottle containing a note with the
words “Stuart's Glant™, an American fag
and @ reference to the US cull Branch
Davidian — Hnked with the 1093 Waco,
Texas, Inferno - was found near the site.

Police have confiscated the bottle con-
taining the note and wili not comment

Trawler
crewman
vanishes

in Bight

By ANYHONY KEANE

AN ATR szearch was
planned for frst lght
this morning for 2 man
belleved to have fallen
overbogrd from a
gdeep-gea trawler In the
Great Australian
Bight,

The 25.year-old from
Victoriz was reported
mizsing in choppy ssas
wy the skipper of the
| trawler abont 3.30pm
yesterday.

The irawler, the
Coraet, remsined [ the
area to search and was
dua to be joined by an-
other fishing vesasel at
2mm.

The HRescus Co-
ordination Centre in
Canberra was aat night
planning the air search
end organlsing sujtable
alrerfs s -

Zearch and resdue of-
fleer Mr Paul Threlfali
sald there was “elways
kepe” of finding the
man. :

“They (the: trawler's
crew) were falrly confl-
dent of the time he went
migsing " so. they; have
pinned dowm the pos-
itlon,” he sald,

“¥e're working out a
search plan for the air-
craft for s seavch at first
lght.”™

A large swell and
winds gusting to 22
imots ~ making it QiE-
cult to spat a peraom in
the darkneas - pre-
vented the aearch from
starting.

The msan's relatives

GRAND SCALE: This picture of the Marree Man was sent to "The Adverlises” anonymously and is reproduced without enhancement.

Whoever did it, it's great for tourism

on its relevance, Marree locals have
emerged as suspects but have denled
they Invented it as a8 tourlsm stunt,

Local character My Ray Goss — one of
the bugiest resldents on the Marrae
media cireuit - has denled responsibility.

“My truck s too small, It would take
weeka to do,” he salid,

Senlor Gonstable Paul Llersch, of
MarTee police, said everyone was a
suspect.

‘Fhe chairman of the Aboriginal Land
Trast, Mt Garnett Wilson, gald it was too
carly to tell If any saered sites had been
dlsturbed. bub an Aboriginal Affalrs of-
ficer from Fort At was on his way
to Investizate. T6 appeared o bush artlat
had got to work he sald, adding he
suspected pranksters.

Surveyor Mr Mike Burdett, of Adelalde
firm Alexander Symonds, said the draw-
Ing was the work of professionals,

#1f somebody camne $o us and asked us
to do this, it would be quite an exercise,”
he sald,

*“Those who created the mystery would
have hzd to start with artworlk, transfer
it into a digital format, then rely on
Global Positioning System technology to
plot the complex Ggure,

“The perimeter of bhat would be about
15kzn or 80," 3r Burdets saitl, adding the
task woutd have faken several days to
complete,

have beer told of his
dizappearance.

O

5 Door hatch, Twin Cam muitvalia, power
windows, centrel locking, efactric mirors,
dual airlrags, AMFM cassetle stereo,
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Myster; drawing of giant Abo

rigine near Marree

By FRONWYH HUARELL
Fofant drawing of an
ne has mysteri-
npeared on s dea-
i@ platesu outside
vigrde in the BState's
1013}

e

ffiﬂn‘zong image — vls-
[t m the air ~ was

woughl to the attentlen of
vedd Suainess operators
hridgh an anotyinous fux

| {t was “the world's
argeswpwork of art"™.
Ancht 60km outside
farrelf on the Oodnadattz
rack, Fhe drawing t5 of en
‘ho holding a elub,
Track mazks prove the

cutline was made by plough-
Ing through the carth ~ but
how the detabled arbwork
was eraated without anyone
nosicing remaing a mystery,

Senior Constable Faul
Lierseh, of Marree, said
poliee were investigating the
drawing, which has begome

Ciie tafk of the smail Quthack |

town,

“I've viewed 8 from ahout
4500t end i8"s very hmpress.
Ive snd detailed,” he said.

“IV's e traditiona), classle
Aberigina! pose — a male
hiolding baeck 2 club ready to
strike.

“it hies eyes, ears, beard,
genitals, toes”

i &

# WORK: Tha 4krm-long owtline of a man carved Into {he Dutback sand In the State's north

Senlor Constable Ligrsch
said i was estimated ihe
drawing bad been there from
four to elght weeks,

“Its heen made by some
type of implement, perhaps
4 plough oF Tipper, scarliying
the earth to a depth of 20 Lo
30em in the outline of en
Aboriginal male,” he sait,

“#'s an grea signifieant zo
oozl Aborigines and they're
bewildered.”

Zenior Constable Eferseh
sald he could assure X-Flles
devotees the drawing was
not a strange phenomenon
bersuse police had found
four-whee) drjve and truck
tracks, as well as uzed tollet
paper.

However, the mystery
decpened whan tocal peuple
fvund an emply bottle at the
site, stuck upright with ap
American flag fiing from if,

‘The anonymous fx claima
the drawing is twice the size
of the largeat drawing in
Pery, 24 times larggr than
the largest English chalk hili
carving and 50 tlmes karger
than any other postrayal of
the buman forss.

"It appears to be the
workl's largest work of art,”
it reads.

“Lylng beneath aly routes
from Asia, the figure couwld
provide your Biate of
Bouthern Australia with the

i

Plcturo cotutery of Soven Nightly Haws

type of major tourlst attrae-
tion it fs spparently seeking
and would give & huge tous-
izt boest to Marree if publi-
clzed i the media,' the fax
says.

A spekeswoman for the
Btate Aberiginel Affairs 3h-
ister, 3rs Botz, sald: "Itz
believed the ares where he
carving was done did Aot-
conkain Aboriginal gtes
which could have heen gém-
aged.”

A polien investigationwas
wrder way and b wag hap-
prepriste to comaent
ﬂ;jﬁher. the spokessoman
sald,

Wieq
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OFffice of the Chicl Executive

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

T
ATTENTION:
FAX NUMBER
FROM

No. of Fages
DATE

Pastoral Managemant
Johint Chapel

8204 9858

Ania Karzek

8

17171 1928

URGENT AND CONFIDEN

Hi John,

' vt sure which ones yauve got, o have them all,

Ania

The inforrontion centained jn Uds Tacabudle mpey be confidential and may alsa be tie subject of prividege or poble wrerest
Irmilyy, I you ate not the intended vesiplent any use, dlsclosure or reproducton of tds dorwment s uneuithorized
i v bave repeivad the dosument 1 ervor wlease telepbions: (08) 8204 9320, 8204 #5233, or 8204 2322,

Doclnesntds

Poetal Addrass Chesser House Level 8
GFO Box 1997
ATLRLATL Sn 3001

Telephions
Facamile

(08) B204 2320

9137 Grenfell Smeat {08) 8204 532]

Adelaide South Australis DX 138 Adelside
TTAYR th Al
Document released by {be Deppriment for Environment and Waler 344 11 of ﬁf"f) 1
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MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE fo U v 2Tt

TO: MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE

RE: ‘MARREE MAN'

The following information has now become available:

Riek Barratt {Heritage and Biodiversity officer) is on his way back o Adelaids,
hiaving coliecled all the information required in reletion to vegetation. The matier is
now in the hands of local police and DOSAA officers (o work through with the media.
it is now raining guite heavily in Marree, Rick suspects that there could be some
restrictions placed on road access, but this would need to be confirmed with the
police. (The cloging of roads by police i& normal procedure when roads bacome
impassable cue to rain.)

-

A writlen renort with photographs on the vegetation clearance will be available on
Muonday.

ROSAA officers are currently still in Marree, endeavouring & make contact with the
Mative Tille holdsrs,

The is little public presence in town, howaver approximately 4-5 media crews are

stiil in Marree. Police and the DOSAA officers are negoliating with the media on
‘where o from here'.

The main envitonmental rigk if any vehicles go out to the site (especially when the
roads are wet) would be damage to the rack going up ths escarpment.
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MIRUTES forming ENCLOSURE o ey e

TO:  MINSTER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE

RE: 'MARREE MAN

I have just had advies from John Chappal that there are still media feams i Marree
and are becoming increasingly determined to visit the site (including A Cumrent
Affair),

The ingspection team has faund no evidencs of recent viaitation o the site.

Media interviews indicale that some local residenis wers aware of and visited ihe
sie before the recent publicity.

1 will provide further updates as information becomes available.
.a,ié‘,?&"’?
A
o [g
‘ b

_q.u:m,:.w,w

/ L{ ‘zr""w:;chzﬁffén T

MIBE S ENECUTIVE
TUOERARTIAENT FOR ENVIRONMENT, HERITAGE AND ABORIGINAL AFFAIR

Date. | ( 5 ( 4’] S
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MINUTES forming ENCLOBURE fo

TO: MINISTER FOR EMVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE

REr ‘MARREE MaAN

Further to your enquiry via Glenn Jarvis, | advise gs follows:

The two DOSAA officers (Andy Robb and Heidi Grow) are currenily in Marree and

@ continuing 1o meet with Aboriginal community represeritatives. The oads in and
au% of Marree are currenily closed due to the rain, i Is expecied that (e DOSAA
officers will return shorily Tollowing the opendng of the roads. The MHerlege and
Biodiversiy officer {Rick Barrail) left Marree this morning, relurning to Adelzide to
prepars @ report {to be ready by Monday).

Rick has gaihered he necessary data and phoiographs lo prepars an envirenmenial
repart  Given the current weaiher, therz is litlle more that cen be done (or is
necegsary) at this tim& from an envirenmental perspeclive.

The Deparitent has officers [approximalely 10 stait) based at Hawhkar, These
officers have been put on stand-by and can be in Marres within two bours should
thls be necessary.

Preliminary advice on reinstating the land ts that there 8 no simple method of
‘deteting’ the plcture.  Because of the nature of the cultivation, the mosl effective
methed of regeneration will be throuah the re-sprouting or root stock or recruitment
of seed stock from adjacent shirubs {control of grazing impact will be importard in
this),

Manual revegetating is not likely to be successiul because of the arid nalure of the
landscape. Existing soll disiurbance will probably result in an increass in herbage
and native grass growth, Uiz thervefore i%f@iw that the plclure will st be visible sven
if shiubs were replanted.

On environmental grounds reinstatement woulld not be recomimended at this stage.
This will be reassessed once the report is oblained from Rick Barralt.

*ﬁLJ
w’J y \‘: v,
# i \.\!%
l -
™ 5 e -
LJohn Sc
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DEPARTMENT FOR BNVIRONMENT, HERITAGE AND ARCRIGINAL AFFAIRS
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MINUTES forming ENCLOBURE fo PO et Sy

TO: MINISTER FOR EMVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE

RE: °“MARREE MAN - UPDATE

Officers from the Department travelled from Adelaide to Marree g morming and
riiet st the Marres Police Stationz at approximstely 1.00 pm. The officers invelved in
the inspaction are

= Rick Berrall rom the Fasioral Seoretarizt of the Herilage and Biodiversity division
with expertise in rangeleand nalive vegetation and solls;

¢ Andy Fobb from DOSAA, expeft in Aboriginal Heritage Siles, and

s Maidi Crovw from DOSAA, expert in Aboriginal Heritegs Siles,

The officers have been instructad to conduct the investigation by way of a i&am
approach and will he woiking closaly with the police officer glationsd at Marrse,
The team has also been directed not 1o spealk (o the media, who are o be directed
o the Minister's Media Adviser should comment be reqguesied.

Rick Barratt advised that ghl valn was falling at the time (shortly before 2.00 pm),
and interast from the media and the public appeared (o be waning.

A prefiminary report from the investigation {eam is expected on Friday maming,

.»‘/
-

( ( oy w %ﬂ'ﬂf”ﬁ
CHIEF & -f“ CUTIVE-
E}?’M% WEHT FOR ENVIRONIENT, HERITAGE AND ABORIGINAL ARFAIRS
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MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE fo

TOr  WIMSTER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE
MINISTER FOR ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

RE: 'MARREE MAN'

b recawed the jollowing information fram John Chappell {ollowing the investigation
team's nreliminary telephons advice

‘Approximately 16 passes heve been made with a ocultivating implement,  The
cullivaded srea s markad with stakes every 1015 metres, The most imporiant sffect
o vegetation hes bsen the removal of some Chenopod shrubs, mainly bladder
saltbush, bt also low Blue bush. These shrubs should graduslly sither re-sprowt
from remeaining root stock or recruit from seed stock lefl in unoisturbed shrubs
zdjacent o ihe affecied area. ;

However, the drawing will probably be viaible for many vears o come due to the
change in soil surface combingd wilh ibe eifcct that his will have In stimulating
grass and herbage growih.

Nobody has besn out (o the site other than ;V{,k,t;muon team,. Local Aboriginegl
groups are keen that this remain the case. Most of the medie contingent has now
flown ot of Marree, Some made low Righls jover the site on their way out and
ohserved the inspeclion team at worle. Thers may be some Teotage on the news,

The prefiminary report into Aboriging! Herilage siles as understood by Hick Barrst is
ihat he efiscied sreg s fainly featurelass %ermsw and &5 yet the DOSAA, officers are
uralsle to report on anyihing significeni in terms of Azmmg ruzt sites, A funiher repor
will be provided In due course by the DOSAA officers '

L John ¢ %c,%n!ﬁn ‘

L GRIEE EXECUTIVE
DEFARTMENT FOR ENVIRONMENT, HERITAGE AND ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Date: ff)‘ﬁ' (J Z‘g
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Chappel, John
To: Karzek, Ania
Subject:  Finnis Springs drawing

Rehabilitation of the site

Any attempts to erase the etching from the landscape, at least in the short to medium term, would
be extremely difficult, if not impossible. The drawing has been created by a tillage implement
which has scarified the soil surface. A full report on the effect of this activity is due on Monday,
However, information to hand suggests that the ripping effect is similar to treatments used to
rehabilitate degraded arid lands, often applied in chenopod shrubland. Obviously such an
operation is not desirable in a healthy stand because living shrubs are physically removed, as has
happened in this instance. However in a reasonably short time remaining root stock will resprout
and bush recovery should be quite rapid, even though the density will be significantly reduced. In
the longer term shrub recruitment should occur from seed drifting from the adjoining unaffected
area. The time framas for these events lo cccur are seasonally driven and are unpredictable.

However, the most dramatic effect is fikely to be the grass and herbage respaonse which wili
benefit from the cultivation, particularly if followad by favorable seasonal conditions. In my opinion
the "drawing” will be remain visible for a very long time because of an increase in vegetation
cover, particularly during favorable seasons.

The most important management factor in maximizing the chances of rehabilitation is usually to
minimize total grazing pressure. Being un-stocked, domestic stock are not an issue and being
outside of the dog fence, kangaroc numbers should not be a significant factor. The only other
factor to consider really is rabbits and further information on likely rabbit impact will flow from Rick
Barratt's report on Monday. If rabbits turn out to be problem, ripping of warrens in the vicinity may
be advisable.

Research on minimizing the visual impact of seismic lines and well sites in the Cooper Basin is
currently being conducted by SANTOS and Mines and Energy. The results of this research may
have some implications here and Rick Barratt will be asked to make reference to it in his report.

In the short term the most important management action will be to keep vehicular impact around
the site to @ rninimum.

John Chappel

Also fax copy sent to CE's Office
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Chappel, Johin
To: Karzek, Ania
Subject:  Finnis Springs "drawing"

New information recelved ovaernight has revealed that some media teams are still in Marree and
are becoming increasingly determined to visit the site. Current Affair was mentioned. Regarding
the matter of the number of people attending the area, the inspection team saw no evidence of
recent visitation to the site. From media interviews it is clear that some local people knew of and
visited the site before the news "broke". | have been unable fo contact Rick Barratt as yet this
maorning but will update this memo if new or divergent information comes to hand.

John Chappel
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FErom:  Scanlon, John
E Sentt Friday, 17 July 1268 7:31

tTa:  Chappel, John =

Cc: Holmes, Allan M; Harris, Colin R (NRG); Karzek, Anla
[ Subject: Marea Man

. iEmd Bz EoRUUVIVE OF P LLE bl oW SUdusl P, e (R

7

John

Thanks for keeping me informed. Please provide me with a furiher short writlan hilafing {or
the Minisier {oday.

The Minister would also Uke some Information on the numbsers of people atlending the areg
and whether this Is putting undue pressure on the area (Io the exient we are ahle to make
stieh an assasament)

Tharks,

John

PS5 Ania, please also fax this to John

Document releasediBy thEiDeparimentfol Environmebfaid Watss . 115G 18 of 6434
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MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE fo DENR 20/0085

TO: Minister for Environment and Heritage
FROM; Rick Barratt, Program Leader, Pastoral Lease Assessments - Cattle
SUBJECT: Marree Man

DATE: 20/07/98

THROUGH: Manager, Natural Resources Secretariat (John Chappel)
Deputy Director - Heritage and Natural Resources (Colin Harris)
Director - Heritage and Biodiversity (Allan Holmes)
Chief Executive (John Scanlon)

PURPOSE :

To report on the environmental impact of the "drawing” on the land known as Finniss
Springs, ex pastoral lease land, located approximately 60 kilometres west of Marree in the
far north of the State.

BACKGROUND :

Accompanied by Senior Constable “and D.0.S.AA. officers Andy Robb and
Heidi Crowe, 1 visited the site of what has been dubbed, among other names, "Marree Man”
on Thursday 16 July 1998.

Marree Man is located on the former Finniss Springs Station on a plateau approximately 65
km west of Marree (see attached figure). The site is accessed via a station frack to Charles
Angus Bore which runs off the Qodnadatta Track just north of Albury Creek outstation. A two
wheel track veers off the station track and winds its way up onto the plateau - one of only
two access poinis to the plateau.

The Marree Man has been created by scarifying the outline with what appears to be a roller-
type cultivation implement which is approximately 1.8 metres wide. The main line work is
approximately 30 metres wide indicating some 16 passes with the cultivation implement. The
total length of the line work is approximately 20 km which means the total area cultivated is
over 60 hectares,

The implement was towed, possibly by a small tractor, and also spins independently leaving
8 furrows. Most sections of the design have been cultivated to a depth of approximately 10
cm. however some small sections have been cultivated to a depth of about 20 cm. Windrows
are largely absent from the design.

Document refeased by the Depariment for Environment and Water 21 of 64
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TOPOGRAPHY, S0IL & VEGETATION

The plateau surface is predominantly flat with no discernible macro-relief. Gilgais or shallow
depressions scattered are throughout the site and slight hummocking around low shrubs
provide the only micro-relief on the plateau.

Soil type is variable with sandy clay ioam dominating over most of the site with scattered
patches of red cracking clays. A thin layer of sand is found in scattered bands throughout the
site resulting in the scalloped pattern apparent from aerial photos and satellite imagery. Parts
of the soil surface are characterised by a sparse cover of small silcrete gibber strew and
small cutcrops of weathered limestone are found throughout the site. The entire site appears
to be undertain with kopi or gypsum which occasionally outcrops at the surface but is
predominantly about 20 cm below the soil surface.

The vegetation is typical of the local region and is characterised by a patchy cover of low
shrubland with dominated by shrubby twinleaf, Zygophylium aurantiacum, low blue bush
Maireana astrotricha or biadder saltbush Atriplex vesicaria, depending on soil type. Other
perennial species include tall sida Sida calyxhymenia and satiny bluebush Maireana georgii
with the taller shrub species of native apricot Pittosporum phylliraeoides, dead finish Acacia
tetragonophyfla and plum bush Santalum lanceolatum found in isolated groves typically in
the deeper gilgais. Ground storey species include salt copper burr Sclerolaena ventricosa,
five minute grass Tripogon loliiformis and oat grass Enneapogon avenaceous with recent
rain resuling in the emergence of geranium Erodium malacoides and sand twin leaf
Zygophyllum ammaophila throughout the site.

More than forty native species were recorded on the site. None of the species or
communities are considered uncommon in the region and is considered typical of Kopi tand
system.

DISTURBANCE/DAMAGE TO SOIL & VEGETATION

As stated above, the cultivation carried out was predominantly shallow, typically to a depth of
about 10 cm. Cultivation has been deeper, up to 20 cm., in some isolated sections of the site
while is very shallow or absent in areas of rocky outcrop, Windrows are absent from most of
the line work with the exception being where the implement was turned to affect the design.

Damage to vegetation has been variable ranging from removal or breaking off of above
ground growth leaving the root stock intact, through fo complete uprooting of low shrubs in
some areas. Less commonly, perennial vegetation is largely intact with the cultivator
scarifying around the base or riding over the top and not significantly disturbing the shrub
cover. Ground storey perennial grasses such as five minute grass and ephemeral species
have been uprooted in most areas cultivated.
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DISCULSBION .

Mative Vegetation Act

The cultivation associated with the installation of Marree Man constitutes clearance under
the Native Vegetation Act (1991).and the clearance is not considered to be covered by any
of the exemptions under the Act.

Rehabilitation

It is considered that the disturbance to the soil surface associated with Marree Man will
stabilise fairly quickly - depending on seasonal conditions and the absence of significant
slopes on the site should prevent any problems with soil erosion prior to the site stabilising.
Marree Man may be visible for a considerable period of time from the air - possibly for years
as the disturbance to the soil surface will initially create a favourable environment for short-
lived grass and herbage species. This will create a contrast with the surrounding country
where a soil surface crust results in a typically sparse cover of annual vegetation. Perennial
vegetation will recover over time. In the first instance, plants not uprooted will resprout and
while regeneration by seed will occur, this will take some years with the rate of recovery
once again dependent on intervening seasonal conditions. The property is not grazed by
stock and although warrens were noted, rabbits are not active at present - factors which
should facilitate recovery of the vegetation.

Significant rain has fallen at the site in recent days and this will assist in stabilising the site
and help to lessen the visual contrast between the cultivated soils and the surrounds in
addition to producing a flush of ephemeral growth over the site.

it is considered that intervention {say) by mechanical treatment is unwarranted and indeed
may exacerbate compaction on the site.

Site Visitation

The greatest potential for further disturbance and impact would be if large numbers of
vehicles and people visit the site. The high gypsum content of the soils leaves them highly
susceptible to the formation of “bull dust’ as a result of vehicular traffic. There is also
considerable risk of erosion on the track leading up the side of the plateau. It is
recommended that vehicular traffic to the site be minimised as much as possible to prevent
this occurring.

Other Issues
The design has been pegged with small cane stakes each tied with plastuc flagging tape and

these present an issue at the site,

RECOMMENDATION :
Report for information only.

Rick Barratt
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MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE fo

TO: CHIEF EXECUTIVE, DOSAA
DIRECTOR HERITAGE AND BIODIVERSITY
DIRECTOR RESCURCE INFORMATION

RE: ‘MAREE MAN’

Just a short note to thank you for the manner in which the investigation team was
organised at such short notice. It was a credit to the individuals involved, and this
organisation, to have an inter-divisional feam pulling together so quickly and
effectively and feeding information through to this office and the Minister as it came
to hand.

Please pass on my thanks to John Chappel, Rick Barratt, Andy Robb, Heidi Crow
and Dennis Parslow for their work.

Going by the continuing media interest in the 'Marree Man’ story it looks like we still
have a bit of work to do.

Ly~
//‘y\' e ;,E..vu\

?/'%.
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From: Scanion, John

Sent: Tuesday, 21 July 1998 6:51

To: Holmes, Allan N

Cc: Chappel, John; Dyson, Megan; 'Savina'
Subject: Maree Man - Urgent

Allan

The Minister wants to get some additional information on this asap, namely:

2. What options are there for us to deal with this issue should visitor pressure resume, For
example, should we restrict access to the site to supervised access and if so how would
the supervision be managed? How would the local Aboriginal communities respond to
this? Minister wants some options just in case.

Please develop these options in consultation with DOSAA,

We will need answers for Minister for Parliament tomorrow.

Thanks.

John
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MINUTE forming ENCLOSURE fo

TO:
Andy Robb
Heidi Crow
Dennis Parslow
FROM: A/Personal Assistant, Director Heritage and Biodiversity
SUBJECT: ‘Maree Man'
DATE: 22 July 1998

Please find attached correspondence from the Chief Executive regarding the
handling of the ‘Maree Man' incident.

For your information,

e

e S N Ty

i Al

o
Lyn Metcalf w\M“«“
.// A o
A y
ll'\b‘-“/‘ 5 DZ/g ALK
L /»" -
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MINUTES fonning ENCLOSURE o

{,. Ton Chief Executive

' From: Deputy Director, Heritage and Natural Resources
Subject: Finniss Springs
Date: 23 Iuly 1998
Tluough Director, Heritage & Biodiversity

The second ma ! : : i sct : ; N ——

P
<

at the incatug

today thiat the main mechanism for restricting aceess would be appropsiate signage. This would
need (o be produced and ercoted quickly, bzaring in mind that onee the ronds dey off after the recent
raing there will undoubtedly be renewed interest in ground access (o the site, There was acceplance
of the advice previously provided by John Chappel and Rick Barratt viz thet there should be no
active avempt (0 rehabilitate the sctuad line work,  Any further distirhbance would, in a varicty of
wauys, siimply make the sitnation worsc.

Colin Hamris

Document refeased by the-Depapimentfon Fovironmentanc Waten, 1217 33 0f 6455
under tthr}t}gé'om b'{ft!??:fofmétfn Act 1997 0 2



wr b

pasloral Branch  @001/001

B/ 07 B8 10:07 el 8 BEUA9250 CEFD

MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE o

TO: EXECUTIVE

RE: NATIONAL HERITAGE CONVENTION

S e e e S SR

Wy

e e

L

e

SR
e : S
- :

e S o e : 3 NN Dl
e s e Ranane S e s b x SR 2

o an S

R S

R RS e PR R
Hemeati s ar e e SRS N e
L N Doy i e

i -

e

s

5 L
Sl Sk

SR e SRR PG ' 2 B R

s

TEnRa e e e i 3 o S e
ST e e SR RNEsoEn R e R R el S B

Shnai EHiane S e e e Ciiiaa
ST St R o e Solaeiinds ;

G S
S S

: 5 5 ShG R
i S e

Sam
Loae b

A °: e S A Sl e e e oS
o %

sisbloddnm e R e e B e

S Sonmae - S Shisnie

:

S i ; 2 TR T AR it Sttt e O R SRR SRR T : 5 o g
G P S e s hlned SR I G e nE S R 2

S Bl St e 2 S e et
R 3 SR _ AR Rl e e 5 e SRR SR A R IR T
EEC ST R % - R S TR e s i e : P

S o Ao Sma e B DR

S e SR e e e e SEnR e
Anene i S & et

i T W Rt e 5
SoTR R 3 i 2 5 X & 5 SR T o
e G S e S o e e e
oot a e e S o e St

el ace e e s
i

RPN i Rt S G ST s i e s S
RRAde inaan 4 G s S S , S S N N
Sk G T SN e S 2 > = oy e e heenena e
F AR R A, 4 i N O ot S o e AR SR e 5 e

S S e i e s G M o V..;{.’;z_f",},ﬂv\{‘c‘-u‘ eI e Ao i SR

jelts = g T it

)

& s R

s © S

e = S
G 3

5

e core i SR e
Ch =z ey e
P e o GO SEato e R e

st o s e

e
o

Taana
S

G Sy T s & P R A S G

B

A

et

7 SR SN
RN S S o M e e e
Sonsiaa ; S e i SR T e 2 e e ok

e R Bl R SONiRSR e e
stadas raaNaTE SEe e S St By e SonmeniRy
S e s e S s e s e s e s e e s

et G S R U e Nimra S e

T

SR GpalnEe e ety
A s R e SR SR

. e

: - S e ey e
e s : 3

e e . S e e

e e S i e L SRRt

o = : ' o

0 et

D e i G

S e e A

e T ,

e

& e oy ooy

L .. ..

ChEN S o SR o i

ot SR = S i :
e R v = S o

Dacument released by the Departpent, ronment-and-\Vatery;, 1216 340f64 PO1
under the F?Fgé’ ofn of 1r orﬁ:ft%(tfg ct 1997 LS



5~

R e i

Nancarrow, Sally L

From: Croft, Peter

Seant: Thursday, 23 July 1998 1:35

To: Scanlon, John

Cc: Nancarrow, Sally L; Stubbs, Tom
Subject: FW: Marree man secured

As requested, the following has happened.

If it is possible, it would be useful to find out the extent of the Minister's concern on this
issue. Our impression is that there are no sacred sites in the area.

Thanks
Peter Croft

——————————

From: Gulliver, Alan

Sent: Thursday, 23 July 1998 16:58
To: Croft, Peter

Cc: Parslow, Denis R; Stubbs, Tom
Subject: Marree man secured

Peter,

As instructed:
s original negatives now secured by Aircrew in the restricted file room
« all copies taken from those negatives (includi
the Ministers Office tomorrow afternoon.

» the digital file of the composite photo will be stored on a floppy disk to be held by me.
» Aircrew advised that approval of the Minister is required to take copies from secured
negs or fly anywhere near MM himself.

Keep smiling

. Alan

Page 1
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MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE fo

To: Minister for Environment and Heritage
From: Deputy Director, Heritage and Natural Resources
Subject: Finniss Springs
Date: 24 July 1998
Through Director, Heritage & Biodiversity
Chief Executive
PURPOSE

To brief you on recent developments in relation to 3G
the currently related matter of Marree Man.

BACKGROUND

Finniss Springs is a former pastoral lease, now unallotted Crown lands, approximately 50km west
of Marree in the Far North of South Australia. It was purchased for national parks and wildlife
purposes in the early 1990s, the objective at the time being to place it under a joint management
arrangement with the Aboriginal community along the lines of that developed within the Witjira
National Park,

Marree Man is, of course, located within the northern boundary of the Finniss Springs land near
Lake Eyre South.

DISCUSSION
I met with
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The second matter, Marree Man, requires immediate short term action

Such signage would need to be produced and erected
quickly, bearing in mind that once the roads dry off after the recent rains there will undoubtedly
be renewed interest in ground access to the site, At yesterday’s meeting there was acceptance of
the advice previously provided by John Chappel and Rick Barratt viz that there should be no
active attempt to rehabilitate the actual line work. Any further disturbance would, in a variety of
ways, sunp]y make the situation worse.

Iso attached is a copy of draft wording (prepared by me in consultation
with Brenton Amold) that might be utilised on appropriate signage (Attachment 3).
ut T would welcome any
initial comment or reaction you might have to it - the wording is dehberately positive, avoiding
any use of legal or punitive phraseology, our experience in the Far North having indicated that

this kind of positive wording produces far better results than wording of a negative, threatening
character,

Hlegal prafessions) pivitege

RECOMMENDATION

For information and for any advice or reaction to the proposed signage for restriction of access to
the Marree Man site,

Colin Hairis
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23.7U. 1998, g14: 23 peEECUTIVE OFFICE 61, B 43321 D 4832l NO. 350 ooP.3/3

£ jpis ATTACHMENT 1
* A0k BBESTEEs °7R oa 22ESES [P TR 4
*'70179 88 WED 18:20 (FAT why e uz:uuvs PUIAA s HAA : o : '
MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE to NQUIRTES REIFER
MAr Chris Laridn
| Phone 8226 8351

124

TO: THE MINISTER FOR ABORIGINAL A¥FAIRS

RE: RESPONBE TO YOUR REQUEST FOR ADVICE ON THAE MARREE MAN
GRARFIITI

To responss to your mame dated 22/7/1998 T have met with the Bxacwtive of tae Aboriginal
Lands Trust,

Tho Exacutiva resalved thaz tha Minigter take 2 number of steps 1o ensire the propeny s
securs from further damaga,

Tn brde] To sectpe te propeny in the shost teran the Bxecutive suggests that

2. Ma (urther accass to the property sheuld be permitted axcept by the expiess wrinten
consent of the Abodpinal Lands Trust.

3, The Aboriging) Lends Trust will inmediately cummmm‘ms process which ensures all
Aboriginal stakeholders are brought together to formulaie 1he agreed staps forthe
immediate management of the arep.

All of s sctions sugpested abovo zra gubject 10 acommitment thal the costs aszocipted with
the transfor and mansgement of the property will bs provided 1o the Abarigingl Londs Trost.

CHAIRPERSON

9_51. Iu!y 1598
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ATTACHMENT 3

Finniss Springs

REHABILITATION AREA

Visitors travelling through Finniss Springs are requested to keep to the main Marree-

QOodnadatta road.

The environment of Finniss Springs is both ecologically and culturally significant and to
protect sensitive rehabilitation areas it is important that there be no unnecessary travel

away from the main road.
If departure from the main road is required for any reason, prior approval must be obtained
in writing from the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs, GPO Box

1047, Adelzide, South Australia 5001,

The cooperation of visitors in prolecting this area of national significance is appreciated.

Government of South Australia
Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs

(Discussion with Brenton Arnold an
desirable to include a map of Finniss Springs)

uggests that it may be
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Chappel, John: =

From: Holmes, Allan N

Sent: Monday, 27 July 1898 3:54

To: Scanlon, John

Cc: Chappel, John (KEN); Harris, Colin R {NRG) (N21}; Irving, Jason (NZI); Arnold, Brenton K
(PTA)

Subject: RE: Maree Man

John, Brenton Arnold is my preferred nominee. His alternate is John Chappel. Allan

From: Scanlon, John

Sent: Saturday, July 25, 1998 11:28 AM

To: Karzek, Ania; Holmes, Allan N; 'Saving’
Ce¢ Dyson, Megan

Sui)ject: Maree Man

David, Allan and Sally

| have been contacted by Roger Cook (Head of the Premier's Project Task
Force group) who would like to get a verbal briefing on the Aboriginal and
environmental issues surrounding the drawing of the Maree Man and its
retention over the longer term.

Allan and David, please nominate appropriate officers to provide the briefing.
Sally, please set up a time for a briefing (and advise me of when it is sef up
so | can get some feedback). Roger Cooks phone nois: 8216 8479. Please
also add 'Maree Man - Roger Cook' to my Monday agenda with the Minister.
Thanks.

John

Document released by the Department for Environment and Water 43 of 64
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Chappel; John -

From: Holmes, Allan N

Sent: 1998 9:30
To: BT
Cc:

Subject FW: Finniss Springs

Please note. | have asked Lyn to ring you direct and resolve action on signs. Brenton i suggest
you foliow up issue of police involvement. Discuss direct with Rathman. Al

From: Scanlon, John

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 1995 8:45 AM
To: Holmes, Allan N (EPA), "Savina'
Ce: Nancarrow, Sally L; Dyson, Megan
Subject: Finniss Springs

Allan/David

c “with the

The Minister has approved the installation of signage in
) gal prol The

minute from Colin Harris - bje
minute will be back with Allan today - copy to go fo David.

Minister also wants to explore with DOSAA and H&B involving the local police
officer in restricting access to the site.

Thanks.

John
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.ci_i_appg "::1:5}-0*? n‘_ ConanimELi

From: Holmes, Allan N
Sent: Tuesday, 28 July 1998 9:28
el Bifalrs

Please note Al

From: Scanlon, John

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 1998 8:32 AM

To: Nancarrow, Saily L, Holmes, Allan N (EPA); 'Saving'
Ce: Dyson, Megan

Subject: Maree Man

David, Allan and Sally

| advised the Minister of the request from Roger Cook for a briefing on this issue
tast night.

The Minister wants the briefing to come from her office - not the department.
As a result, Sally would you please:
1. Cancel all arrangements for officers to brief Roger.

2. Give me Roger's telephone number so | can advise him that he needs to
contact Boh Jackson to obtain a briefing.

Thanks.

John
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TO: MR JOHN SCANLON N v '
CHIEF EXPECUTIVE, DEEEA \ e

—

Rees—— 2,

ATT: D RATEMAN, CHIEY EXECUTIVE, DOSAA
€ RARRIS, DEPUTY GIRECTOR, HERIEAGE & BIOBIVERESITY

R FENMEES BPRINGS

The dinister bae thetefore determined thet In the interim, the aren is approprately signposted
3% per Mintte of 24 Joly {including the map)

Please vreat 25 urgant

f:‘""“”':ﬁ?'
=N
Bob Jackson
CHIEE OF STAFF to the

MTNISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND BERETAGE
MINISTER FOR ABORIGINAL, ARFATRS

27 Toly 1998
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TO: MAKNAGER VISITOR BERVICGES [
WEGENTTT
FROM: REGIONAL MANAGER HORTH
SUBJECT: FINMISS BPRIMNGS SIGNS

DATE: 28 JULY 1998 @@Emﬁéz

You would be awara of the recent issue of the cregtion of "Marree Man” on lang
known as Finniss Springs, approximately 50km west of Marree,

Attached is @ copy of a briefing to the Minister on the issue.

= the Ministar requiras urgent short term action to
D tal damage to the area hy people trving 10 gain access o
the Marres Man silz,

Signs have been suggesiad for this purpose and the Minisier has approved this
sirategy.

Artached is a text for these signs. A map of the area would also have: to e
Included, and Brian Moore is preparing a layout for consideration at the maoment.

Can vou plasse raview the taxi ele, and provids r"le with a suggested layoul,
including a map which | would suggest would be af least Ad size (landscape or
nortraf layout). You have suggested 200 x 500 size mitez! signs.

These signs would be a short term solution ;
qutickest mmdurtsrm method would be aporopriata,

The matter ia very urgent and | would appraciate your timmediate attention kit

Fing me to discuss any aspects or clarify details.

iy y
1 FA 7 ; . L
‘ J,f’// j“é“éfﬂ"/!\_»/\w“w» B fi%_f:lfﬁf“” -

Brenton Armold
REGIONAL MANAGER NORTH
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In relation to the present sensitivity of the ‘Marea Man’} we are prepared to give our undcr!akiug lhai we have no
interest in this phenomena and will not go near the plateau or to any area specified by you if conditional
permission is given to this request.

Yours sincerely_
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THE INFORMATION CONTAINEGD IN THIS FACSIMILE MAY BE CONFIDENTIAL AND MAY ALBO BE
THE SUBJECT OF PRIVILEGE OR PUBLIG INTEREST BAMUIITY. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED
RECIPIENT ANY USE, DISCLOSURE OR REPRODUCTION CF THIS DOCUMENT IS UNAUTHORISED.
IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE DOCUMENT IN ERROR PLEASE TELEPHONE (085485300

Govarament
nf South Australia
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30 ke Sieet
Date: 13 QOctober 1998 Poi- Augizta
Sowah Aslralin 700
FO i 7B Part Avgusts
wJohTitles E::ﬁ?iwaaaems
«Company» st
aAddressts
- . Teirhend (8} E0AR S30)
«Addressz» e {0 aths s
«Citys «Statey «PostalCodes fitts Aeves G580 oty
-~ Dear «JobTille»
{ [ am writing to advise you of decigions the Government has recently made which

restrict public access to Crown land known as Finniss Springs, west of Marree.

The land comprising Finniss Springs was until 1988 a pastoral lease (Block 179)
which was resumed by the Government in 1982. The land is now Allotment 2 in DP
34847 Out Of Hundreds (Curdimurka), The 1500 square km block, 40 km west of
Marree has immense significance to Aboriginal pecple and in addition has very high
conservation and biodiversity values. Finnis Springs contains the Hermit Hill mound
spring comple, one of the most imporiant of the chain of mound springs stretching
from Marree to north of Godnadatiz.

Since 1989 the land has been under the cars and control of the then Minister for
Lands, now the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs, the Hon
Dorothy Kotz.

..D

Recently an unknown party created a figure of an Aboriginal man on Finniss
Springs, an act that was both unauthorised and which has caused concern to a
number of Aboriginal people of the Marree area who have strong traditonal and
cultural fies with the country.

"Marree Man”, as the 4 km long figure has becoms known, has ¢enerated
consicderable public inferest and has resuited in uncontrolled vshicle access (o the
site. This has the poteniial to seriously damage the fragile environment of the area.

Gaverment
ol Bouth Australia
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2
To ensure the protection of Finniss Springs Crown lands and to alleviate concerns
within the Aboriginal community, the Minister for Environment and Heritage and
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs has decided {o restiict public access to Finniss
Springs, €

The Minister issued a statement on Saturday 8 August advising that pursuant to her
powers under the Grown Lands Act, general public access o Finniss Springs will be
restricted to the main Marree - Codnadatta Track and the Barefield (Roxby Downs)
road. A copy of the Minister's statement is attached.

From the above date, generai public access off these roads, ihcluding to the site of
Marree Man, will not be permitted without the written approval of the Minister, except
in emergency situations.

During the weekend of 8 and 9 August 1998, signs were eracted on the above roads
at the boundaries of Finniss Springs, adviging of restrictions to off road traval,

-~ Enduiries regarding approval for emergency ofi-road access within Finniss Springs

should be directed to Mr Brenton Arnold or Mr John Watkins, Department of

{ Envirornnent, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs, Port Augusta, telephone 08 86485200,
: after hotirs [P e

I seek your cooperatlon in ensuring that the wishes of the traditional custodians of
Finniss Springs are respectad, and the nationally significant valuss of the land are
protected.

Please feel {res to contact me during husiness hours on telephone 08 8648 5346
), if you require any further information on this matter.

Yours sinceraly

{ Brentor Armold
REGIONAL MANAGER NORTH

finniss3/cibrielibka
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ADBLAINE SA sbpo

Sarurday, August §, 1993

Sightseers Urged to Steer Clear of Marree Manp

Signs will ke eracted slong the Oodnadans Track near Marree pext week 1o distantage “hMarrea Map”
siphtaeers from damnaging the surmounding fragile environment and offending local Aborigingl groups.

The Minister for Environment and Heritage, Mrs Dorothy Kotz, says very Iinde of the Marmee Man can
be acen at grovnd level, providing 2 very limited wourisva experience.

“However, unrestricted vehicle scoass has the potantial 1o serously damage the surounding
(’ envirommeri, which is home 10 ¢ series of mound springs and supports » munber of endengeted
spectes which are Townd noviere eise In the world,” Mrs Kotz prid,

s Kotz said the Crown land in question was soun to be transferred to the Aberigioal Lands Trust,
following nepotistions which began more than thres years age.

“There is no doubt that this land is of great eultural and historic signiboance 1o Aboriginal peoples of
the region,” she said,

“I1 i5 iporTant that people espeet the wishes of the soon-to-be enstodians of this Jand and, therefore,
aeeess o the area will be restieied wnless | have provided a written suthorisation for entey inte the
Finniss Springs Crown land,” she said.

Mrs Kolz has avthiorised two offisers from the Deparment of Znvirenment, Herltege and Aberipgina)
ATfaivs” Port Angusta office to desl with emergency aceess inguiries.

Mirs Kotz zaid the decision did not diminish the tourism opportanities preseated by the Mamee Man.
which vras bast viewed fram the air.

“At ground Jevel, there avs linde move than serapes in the ground, similzr to thoge found in zay
Taprmer's paddoek, As the esrving is on a plateay, there are no vantage peoinfs to enable visitors to gain
any perspeciive of the figure,” she said.

“Chiven that the land »il] soon be vnder Aboriginal ovwnership ~ due to lis preat cudioral sipnificance -
ahd that §1 containg fagile and importans geographical features and vatlve speciss, it iz vits! that we
protect It from indiseticninate damage,

“Thase who ase genanely interested in the Aboriginal cuiture of the region will gain far more by
speaking with the indigenous coramunites living around Marree.”

i Aiedin Confact: Michae! Asthury «

HE RUG °SE 851 ad +B1SEaIHEETY PANE . M
Ak Tl oG8 62 =%
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. . , I*. \r\
Ta: Minister for Environment and Heritepge pf- far W Lol e S P
From: Deputy Director, Heritage & Natural Resowrces 1 §UL 1893
N‘iN FhL & HER.
Subject: Anthorisation of officus, Finniss Springs Crown Lad: \‘5\\ §Ad. ABOR. AFF.
Date: 31 July 1998 %
G mﬂ)\
Through: Director, Hezriagm{émﬁfv&g

Chief Emcu.u? \\%\‘

PURFOSE :
To avthorise selected DEHAA officers to issue emergency aepprovals for travei on the
Finniss Springs Crown Lands,

BACKGROUND

You are aware that the sigonge being prepared to restrict sccess onto the Finpiss Springs
Crown lands indicates that vour prior approval is necessary for any iravel off the main
rerads,

the digneae also indicaics that in
an emergency ntmmmn anprm al con be scught by {elephoning the Pt Augusts office of
DEHAA, The Crown Law advice is that unfareseen or emergency situations arc always
likely and that it would be prudent to have this quick response capability.

T

It would be appropriate o authorise Brenton Arncld, DEHAA Menager, North Region
and his deputy, John Watking, Mavager, Desert Parks Operations, - both based av Pt
Aunpusta - and to authorise me as a backup o the event of both Pt Augusta officers being
unavailable,
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RECOMMENDATION
That you formally suthorise DEHAA officers, as detailed below, to act on your behalf
whese emergency approvals for aecess to the Finniss Springs Crown Lands are reguired,

1, Dorothy Kotz, Minister for Environraent and Heritage authorise

Brenton Kenneth Arnold, Manager, North Region, Departinent for Environment,
Heritage and Aboriginal AfTeirs

Raymond Jobn Watkins, Manager, Deserl Parks Operations, Departinent for
Environment, Herltage and Aboriginal Affairs

Colin Raymond Harmis, Deputy Director, Heritage & Natwral Resourees,
Department for Environment, Heritage and Aborigine! Afairs

or any persan acting in those pasitions or undertaking the responsibilities of those
positions frorm tirne to time

to give permission either in writing or verbally (subject to conditions it thought
appropriate) to persans who wish to travel on Finniss Springs Crown land (land in fot 2
of DP 34547) and also to he authorized persons to deal with any person on the jand
without permission.

[T o [ RO
<\--w§’“ £ DOROTHY KOTZ, MP

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE
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BACKGROUND

2‘5} =N b

MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE ro 3570203
Tao: Minister for Environment and Heritage A % P WL XV
From: Deputy Director, Heritage and Natural Resources
Subject: Finniss Springs Crown Lands o N
4 o DAY
Date; 5 August 1998 S =,
gﬁ{f . ’ ";""Il'!
Through Director, Heritage & Biodiversity gg.\ v ; T"f
Chief Executive T A
S~ o
RV RLY
TR
PURPOSE Fann st

To consider a request from the § o 1ravel on the

Finniss Springs Crown Lands.

nts affecting personal affair

DISCUSSION

This is a case where approval is justified. Aboriginal communities in and around Marree have
strong cultaral and histoncal ties with Finniss Springs and cross-cnltural tows of the kind being
conducted by € are worthy of support.

personal affairs

Some conditions of approval have been placed in the accompanying draft responss which we
would see a8 becoming standard in dealing with future applications of this kind

RECOMMENDATION
That you approve the accompanying request from

9

Colin Harris

Document released by the Department for Environmen) and |Wate o 60of64,  _
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Pecsanal attaies

Deay

Thank you for your letter of 31 Juty 1998 addresszd 1o Mr Colin Harmis, Deputy Director,
Heritage and Natural Resources, in which you have sought approval for access to. the Finniss
Spri ds th 4

In tesponse [ am pleased w grant approval subject to the following conditions:

® that vehicular travel be restricted, as for as is practicable, to existing tracks

u thar touy operators ensore that sites of sipnificance to Aboriginal people are 10t damaged,
disturbed or interfered with

" that the tours avoid the site of so-called “Marree Man™

» that amy rubbish incidental to the wws be removed from the Finniss Springs lands and
disposed of in an appropriate manner at Marree.

As you will appreciate, the conditions ave aimned at rebabilitation and envivonmenial and cultural
site protection and I bave no doubt you will understand and respect the need for them.
Additionally, 1 would wish to make clear that approval is given on the basis 1hat whai is
proposed is a low impact agtivity, In giving approval the Government expresses no view on the
merits or otherwise of the three native title claims over the Finpiss Springs land, The Government
will congider any other low impact proposals put o it in relation o the Finniss Springs land.

Yours sineerely

MRS DOROTHY KOTZ, MP
MIMISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND BERITAGE

Document released by the Depariment for Environme:;(_ nd. tat o Glofé4, .,
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MINUTES forming ENCLOSURE to DENR 20/0095
+ Mw‘neld'3 a2 Elder
TO: Minister for Environment and Heritage
FROM: Manager, Pastoral Board Secretariat (John Chappel)
SUBJECT: Access to Finniss Springs
DATE: 10/09/98

THROUGH: Chief Executive (John Scanlon)
Director - Heritage and Biodiversity (Allan Holmes)
Deputy Director - Heritage and Natural Resources (Colin Harris)

PURPOSE :
- To consider a request from
{ Crown Lands.

to travel on the Finniss Springs

BACKGROUND :

There is no intention to travel across Finniss Springs Crown Lands in the vicinity of Marree
Man which is located north of the Oodnadatta Track.

A,

DISCUSSION :
| believe the bona fides of
justified.

“to be genuine and that approval to his request is

Some conditions of approval have been placed in the accompanying draft response which
are consistent with a previous application granted fo 8 Jji
- to conduct cultural awareness, environmental and reconciliation tours on the

same land.

RECOMMENDATION :
That you approve the accompanying request from
Sprin rown Lands.

%ppef

to access Finniss

Document: 09099806.doc
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DENR 20/0095

Dea

Thank you for your letter of 12 August 1998 addressed to Mr John Chappel, Manager
Pastoral Board Secretariat, in which you have sought a the Fi
own Lands for the purpose of §

In response I am pleased to grant approval subject to the following conditions.

o that vehicular travel be restricted to existing tracks

e that sites of significance to Aboriginal people are not damaged, disturbed, or interfered
with

¢ that your traverse avoid the site of the so-called Marree Man

o that you do not camp on Finniss Springs lands and that any rubbish incidental to your
travel be removed from the land and disposed in a reasonable manner at Marree.

As you will appreciate, the conditions are aimed at recognising Aboriginal sensitivities
associated with Finniss Springs, rehabilitation of degraded areas and cultural site protection

and I have no doubt you will understand and respect the need for them.

Your Sincerely

MRS DOROTHY KOTZ, MP
MINISER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE
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