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Rymill pond bloom gets 
the all-clear 
Scientists from the State Herbarium of South Australia have confirmed that the bright green 
bloom in the Rymill Park pond is harmless. 

Chief Botanist Professor Michelle Waycott said staff had found the pond contained two
species of duckweed. 

“We collected samples of the bloom and surveyed around the pond, to make sure there was
nothing to worry about,” Professor Waycott said. 

“Some reports suggested a weedy aquatic fern called Azolla was causing the bloom. The
bright green colour is actually from the shiny surface of the leaves of the duckweed.

“One of the two species of duckweed is the smallest flowering plant on earth, a species from
the genus Wolffia. Lemna, the ‘larger’ one, is still less than 2mm in diameter when mature.

“These tiny flowering plants can grow rapidly when conditions are right. A back-of-the-
envelope calculation suggested there were more than two billion individual plants of Lemn
and about 11.5 billion plants of Wolffia in the pond.

“There’s also Ulva in the bloom, which is a harmless green algae, mostly settled in clumps on
the bottom of the pond. It’s commonly found in ponds and waterways, especially when there
are excess nutrients in the water.

“These are the sorts of naturally-occurring native aquatic plants and algae that ducks and
water-dwelling insects love to eat, so we can expect so see some bird activity around the 
pond while the bloom lasts. 

“Staff at the State Herbarium have made permanent collection of these aquatic plants, which 
will act as a reference point for any future aquatic plant blooms.
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