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AUSSIE BIRDS are BRILLIANT
Welcome to the Gazette
Welcome to the first issue of the
Gumnut Gazette. This is going to
be a fun newsletter for kid’s to
find out more about our amazing
Cleland animals, as well as

Inside this issue

environmentally-related fun facts
and activities for you to enjoy.
The Gazette will be released the first
Monday of every month. The next
issue will be all about Koalas. So stay
tuned—we’re just getting started!
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PHOTOS:

TOP LEFT: Lorikeet feeding. Emu, Curlews feeding.
TOP RIGHT: Honeyeater, Superb Fairy-wren (male). (Taken by Ken Sanderson)
BOTTOM LEFT: Princess parrot, Diamond dove

Acknowledgement to country
The Department for Environment and
Water acknowledges Aboriginal people
as the First Peoples and Nations of the
lands and waters we live and work upon
and we pay our respects to their Elders
past, present and emerging. We
acknowledge and respect the deep

spiritual connection and the relationship
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people have to Country.
The Department works in partnership
with the First Peoples of South Australia
and supports their Nations to take a
leading role in caring for their Country.
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AUSTRALIAN BIRDS
Fill in the blanks

WORD SEARCH

Can you find the hidden bird names?

__U
L _ _ _ _EET
_ _ _ PIE
FAIRY _ _ _ _

Who am I?
I like to live near water.
Puzzle image

I have white feathers on
my body.
I have long legs.
My bill is shaped like a
spoon.
______________________

PELICAN
IBIS
CAPE BARREN GOOSE
KOOKABURRA
KINGFISHER
MOUNTAIN DUCK
MAGPIE GOOSE
EMU
MALLARD
MALLEEFOWL

Jumble Word
GGPMEOSEOIA
______ _____
BIIS
____
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MR & MRS MOUNTAIN DUCK
At Cleland we have two resident mountain ducks, a male and a
female, who can normally be found around the wetlands.
Our male is about 20 years old and has a white neck collar and a
dark green head. The female is also about 20 years old, has white
around the eyes and is a bit smaller.
You will often see these two together. The female has been known
to follow the wheels of the keeper’s buggies.

Photo: Our resident mountain ducks – the male is at
the back and the female is at the front.

These great ducks have a lot of character, so don’t forget to try and
see them next time you visit. The female can be rather inquisitive,
and may wander over to say 'hi.'

Don’t forget its World Lizard Day on August 14 2020 &
National Honey Bee Day - August 15 2020

WHILE THE VISITORS
ARE AWAY THE
GEESE LIKE TO PLAY

Do you
know?

Over the past few months Cleland Wildlife
Park was sadly closed due to the recent
Covid-19 pandemic, however while no
visitors came to the park, some of our
animals got up to more mischief than usual,
namely our magpie geese.

The kookaburra is not really
laughing when it makes its
familiar sound.
It’s actually protecting its
territory by warning other
kookaburras to stay away.

These geese usually hang out in flocks of up
to a thousand and are known to be quite
noisy and very social. Here at Cleland we
have a group of 4 magpie geese who were
born around October 2019.
This particular flock of geese were prime
mischief makers over the last couple of
months.

Do you
know?

They were said to have hung around areas
were they knew the keepers would be
throughout the day and ambush them in
group force, noisily honking and demanding
food from the keepers. They have been
known to nibble on shoelaces and ankles to
pass time.
These cheeky but very cute geese can be
found hanging out in the Wetland area at
Cleland, so don’t forget to say ‘hi’ to them
next time you visit. Just watch out for the
cheeky (but soft) nibbling!

Kookaburras can kill venomous
snakes by knocking it against
the ground or a tree branch.

Photos:
Above: Some resident magpie geese.
Right: Kookaburra, taken by Kelly Birch.
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Sourced:
www.123rf.com
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VULNERABLE
Yellow-tailed
black
cockatoo
Species: Yellow-tailed blackcockatoo
Diet: Native seeds of shrubs
and trees, especially banksias,
hakeas and casuarinas.
Habitat: Favours eucalypt
woodland and pine
plantations. Hollow
dependent, which means they
need a hollow to breed.
Status in SA:
Photo: Left- a wild Yellow-tailed black cockatoo. Right—‘Blacky’ our resident cockatoo found in the cockatoo aviary at Cleland.
Photos taken by Ken Sanderson and a Cleland keeper.

Vulnerable

CLELAND NEWS
A new pre-school
program called

Australia is home to two of the largest flightless
birds- the emu and southern cassowary.’

You can find our resident emus in the Western Paddock here at Cleland Wildlife Park

‘Bush Buddies,’

CRITICALLY
ENDANGERED
Swift parrot

starting Term 3.

From the 31st of July
For: 2-4 year olds
When: Friday’s 10am
Cost: $8 per child

Species: Swift parrot
Found in South-East Australia. They
fly from mainland Australian to
Tasmania to breed in the summer.

For more information
visit:
https://www.clelandwild
lifepark.sa.gov.au/clelan
d-experiences/bush-

Diet: Pollen and nectar
Habitat: Eucalypt forest and
woodlands. Tree hollow for nesting.

buddies

BIRD RESCUE
If you are ever unsure or
worried about an injured
wild bird in your area,
there are a variety of bird
care and bird rescue
organisations in South
Australia, which can be
searched for online.

Photo of a Swift parrot, taken by Ash a Cleland keeper.

Do you
know?

Threat:

Loss of breeding habitat
deforestation and
agricultural clearing.

Food competition with
honey eaters and
introduced honey bees.

Predators—sugar gliders
and feral cats take their
eggs and young and take
over their nests.

A group of pelicans
is called a ‘pod.’
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