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spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 
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The Big and the Bold 

Reptiles are air-breathing 

vertebrates (they have a back 

bone), and are covered in 

scales which they regularly 

shed.  

They include crocodiles, snakes, 

lizards and turtles.  

Unlike birds and mammals, 

reptiles do not maintain a 

constant internal body 

temperature.   

They are ectothermic (cold-

blooded), which means they 

control their body temperature 

through external sources such 

as basking in the sun to warm 

up, or head to the shade to 

cool down.  During cooler 

times of the year, some can 

become inactive.  
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 Acknowledgement to country 

 The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 

Rosenberg’s Goanna images credit to Bridgette Doudy -2013 Department of Environment, Water and Natural 

Resources. Crocodile image Credit: Diana Lynne 2014 - Stock photo, Olive Python credit to CWP reptile keeper. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive_python&psig=AOvVaw0ejtZhh6b0N0nB7RsETbWa&ust=1591348688216000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPD01IDq5-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Reptiles  
Find a Word 

Ectothermic  

Crocodile 

Lizard 

Snake 

Turtle 

Tortoise 

 

What are 

reptiles covered 

in? 

__ __ __ __ __ __ 
 

Some baby 

reptiles are called 

a… 
 

G A H H L T N I 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

True or False 
 

Reptiles are  

warm-blooded 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

True / False 

 

Monitor 

Goanna 

Python 

Scales 

Reptile 

Gecko 

 

A green turtle hatchling. 
Photo courtesy of University of Queensland. 

A Green Iguana. 
Photo courtesy of Dorling Kindersley Limited. . 
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Big Reptiles at Cleland 

Rosenberg’s Goanna 

The Heath goanna, also known as Rosenberg’s goanna, is 

classified as vulnerable in South Australia. This is due to 

habitat loss through land clearing, removal of termite 

mounds and fallen trees and logs, and predators such as 

cats, foxes and dogs. 

Rosenberg's goannas are a large monitor lizard, only 

found in Southern Australia. 

They are great diggers and eat rabbits, mice, rats, carrion 

(dead animals), small birds, other mammals, insects, 

spiders, small reptiles and eggs! 

They can grow up to 1.5 metres long.  They have some 

pretty amazing adaptations to help them survive, such as 

their teeth which curve backwards to prevent prey from 

escaping.  

  

Our resident Rosenberg’s Goanna 

‘David.’  

A Termite Nursery  
 

Rosenberg's goannas lay eggs and have a really cool way of 

protecting them from predators. 

What they do is lay their eggs inside termite mounds! The 

temperature inside the mound is the perfect condition to 

incubate the eggs.  

Often both the male and female then guard the termite 

mound until termites have patched the mound, and the eggs 

are safe.  

Eggs remain in the termite mound through the winter months, 

and will hatch in the spring.  

 

 

 

 

 

Cleland in the 
Winter 
In the colder months our 

Rosenberg's Goanna is off-display, 

and in his nice warm winter home.  

 

 

 

 

Australia was once home to a giant goanna (Megalania prisca) which grew to 5 metres long! 
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Oliver is an Olive python. Like all pythons, the Olive python is 

carnivorous, feeding on birds, mammals as large as a rock-

wallabies, and other reptiles. They are also able to hunt from the 

water, suffocating their prey using their powerful coils. 

Oliver was once used in our education sessions as a way of 

engaging and teaching children the importance of snakes in our 

ecosystems.  

These days Oliver is retired from education, and lives out his days 

in his retirement condo located in the 'Oceans to Outback' 

building at Cleland Wildlife Park. Come visit him and say 'hi.'  

 

 

 

 

Oliver the Olive Python 

A reptile we have at Cleland Wildlife Park 

Find your way through the maze……. 

Start 

Finish 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive_python&psig=AOvVaw0ejtZhh6b0N0nB7RsETbWa&ust=1591348688216000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPD01IDq5-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Big Reptiles in Australia  

The Lace monitor can reach up to 2 metres long and 

is the second largest monitor in Australia, the largest 

being the Perentie (goanna).   

Lace monitors have toxic bacteria in their saliva. In 

fact, recent research has discovered that monitors 

actually produce a mild venom similar to rattlesnake 

venom! 

Did you know that the Indonesia’s Komodo dragon can grow up to 3m long!!  

Saltwater 
Crocodiles 
Saltwater crocodiles also known as the 

Estuarine crocodile, are found in the northern 

part of Australia. They are a deadly predator, 

and can reach up to 7 meters long! 

 

These magnificent reptiles have been around 

since the time of dinosaurs, over 200 million 

years ago! 

 

Unfortunately over the years they have been 

hunted for their skins, however conservation 

efforts have been put into place to now 

protect them.  

 

They can live up to 70 years, and on average 

grow to 5 meters in length! 

 

Saltwater crocodiles are predators to anything 

they face, including humans. 

 

Did you know they can reach speeds of 10km 

per hour in water, and can run on land up to 

11km in short, sharp bursts. WOW! 

Lace Monitor 
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Threats to the 

Rosenberg’s goanna 

Loss of native habitats with 

suitable incubation 

chambers for the eggs (i.e. 

termite mounds).   

 

Increased pressure from 

feral predators including 

cats, dogs, foxes, dingos, 

peacocks and turkeys.  

 

Road kills are a major 

impact on the Kangaroo 

Island goanna population. 

Cleland News 

Bush Buddies  
Term 1, 2023 

For 2-4 year olds 

Available: 

 Monday 11am 

 Tues 10am 

 Thurs 11am 

 Friday 10am  

(10 week term) 

 

Term 1 starting on Monday 

30th January, 2023 

 

Puggle Play  

Term 1, 2023 

For babies 

Available:  

 Monday 10am 

 Thursday 10am  

(9 week term)  

 

Term 1 starting on Monday 

30th January, 2023 

 

 

Reptiles at Cleland 

At Cleland Wildlife Park 

we have a range of 

reptile species, including 

snakes and lizards, that 

can be seen on display in 

our ‘Oceans to Outback’ 

building. 

 

 

Mega Fauna 
 

Status: Extinct 

 This giant lizard once roamed around 

Australia!!  

 It weighted up to 600kg and was around  

7 metres long!  

 No complete skeleton has ever been 

discovered, but bones that have been found 

suggesting it was a massive, heavily-built 

creature.  

 This ancient Australian carnivore probably 

competed for prey with the marsupial lion, 

and would have been capable of taking 

down an animal as large as Diprotodon, 

along with other reptiles and small 

mammals, and birds and their eggs/chicks.  

 

Did you know?  
 Not all reptiles give birth the same way.  Some 

reptiles give birth by laying eggs, while others give 

birth to live young. 

 

 In some reptile species, soil temperature determines 

a reptile hatchlings gender! This means that the 

temperature the eggs are in, decides if the baby is a 

male or female! Amazing.  

 

 Studies have found that it’s not only humans that 

can cry! Reptiles and other animals are also able to 

cry, and this is a critical part of healthy eyesight. 

 

 Reptiles live on every continent, except Antarctica. 

 

Image credit to the Australian museum  


