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spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 
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Proud Pouched Potoroos  

Potoroos are often mistaken for 

rats, but guess what? They are 

not rodents!    

Potoroos are, in fact, part of the 

macropod family. They are 

closely related to the 

kangaroo! They even hop 

around like them too!  

Potoroos are marsupial 

mammals that have a pouch 

for young and are native to 

Australia.  

They can be found roaming 

freely around Cleland 

Wildlife Park. Have you seen 

any?  

Did you know that you can 

buy special animal food from 

our ticket office and hand-

feed them? 
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Acknowledgement to country 

 
The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 



 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Potoroo Puzzle  

Can you find all the words? 

Circle the 

ODD one out 
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Normally Nocturnal  

Potoroos are nocturnal, which means they sleep during the day and are active 

at night.  They are rarely seen in the wild. Being nocturnal helps these mammals 

stay camouflaged and hidden from predators like foxes and cats, while they 

search for food.  

You may be wondering why you see so many potoroos roaming around Cleland 

Wildlife Park during the day. There are a few reasons. 

One is our predator proof fence. This fence surrounds the wildlife park, keeping 

animals like foxes and feral cats out of the park and our animals inside safe. No 

predators means our animals like the potoroos have nothing to be scared of, so 

they don't need to stay hidden all the time during the day.  

Another reason is their appetites. Often you will see them roaming about 

looking for food. They have a keen sense of smell and know when people are 

around, there might also be tasty 'animal food' close by. Remember, do not feed 

potoroos human food, it will make them sick. 

 

Belonging to an ancient branch in the evolution of kangaroos, potoroos have 

undergone little change over 10 million years! 

Fast Facts about the long-nosed 

potoroo 
How long do they life for?   

5 to 6 years in wild / up to 12 years in captivity! 

 

What do they eat? 

- Not human food. Human food can make them very sick 

because their bodies cannot digest it.  

- Potoroos are omnivorous, and they like to eat a mixture of 

fungi, green vegetation, stems and roots, seeds and fruits, as 

well as insects. 

 

Where are they found? 

They are found in south-east Australia and Tasmania. 

 

Where do they live? 

They live in forest and scrublands, and in the understory of bushes 

and trees, for shelter.  

 

Conservation Status:  

Are classified as “vulnerable” in SA. 

 

Threats: 

Habitat loss, land being cleared, and predators such as cats and foxes.  

 

Babies: 

Long-nosed potoroos give birth to a single young after being 

pregnant for 38 days.  Newborns are the size of a jelly bean, and stay 

in their mum’s pouch for up to four months.  

 

 

In order to find shelter from predators, potoroos usually live in areas 

with dense ground cover. They tend to live alone and usually only 

come together with others to raise their babies. 

Did you 
know? 

A baby potoroo 

is called a ‘joey.’ 
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How many 

potoroos can 

you count in 

this picture? 

 

“A potoroo can carry sticks, grass, and other 

material with its tail to make its nest.” 
 

MAZE:    Start at the top and try to   
find your way to the middle. 
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Potoroo tips when 

visiting Cleland 

Wildlife Park: 

 

1. Remember to be quiet. 

When potoroos get 

startled by a loud noise 

they run to the nearest 

bush for cover. The quieter 

you are, the more likely you 

will see them.  

 

2. Please don’t go in the 

bushes, remember that’s 

their home and we don’t 

want to scare them in 

their safe place. To 

encourage them out of 

their hiding place, put 

‘special animal food’ at the 

edge of the bush area and 

wait patiently. 

 

3. If you see one you can 

feed it from your hand 

(make sure its flat), and 

crouch down low. Please 

don’t chase them. You can 

even pat them, they like 

pats on their backs. 

Cleland News 

Bush Buddies  

Term 1 ends April 8th  

For: 2-4 year olds 

Fun nature-based activities 

outdoors! 

BOOK ONLINE NOW! 
 

Junior Conservation 

Club 

For 8-14 year olds 

Starts in March, Sunday’s 

once a month. 

BOOK ONLINE NOW! 

 

If you could 

name a Potoroo, 

what would you 

call it?  

 

Have a Closer 
Look 

 

Long-
nosed 

potoroo 
 

Rat 
 

Brush-
tailed 

bettong 
 

Southern 
brown 

bandicoot 
 

Tammar 
wallaby 

 

We all have similarities 
but we are all different! 

Look at the different  

 ear shape and size 

 tail length 

 fur colour 

 feet  
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