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spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 

 

October 2022 | Volume 2, Issue 9 

 

Don’t forget the Ducks! 

Many of you have seen ducks, 

fed ducks and maybe even 

been chased by ducks, but 

what do you actually know 

about ducks?  

How do ducks eat their food? 

What do they eat? How do 

they stay dry in the wet?   

Did you know, the collective 

noun used for a group of 

ducks depends on where 

they are! If they are on water 

they are known as a 

'paddling' or 'raft' of ducks. 

If they are on land they are 

called a 'waddling' or 

'badling' of ducks. 

Want to find out more,? Keep 

reading! 
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Acknowledgement to country 

 
The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 

Images top left to right: duck eggs, Pacific black ducks on lake, Plumed whistling ducks, 

Images below left to right: Grey teal ducks, Hardhead ducks, Mountain duck. 

(all of these ducks can be found at Cleland Wildlife Park) 
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Quacking Ducks 

Find-a-Word 

 

webbed feet 

bill 

seed  

grass  

wetlands 

paddling  

duckling 

 

 

JUMBLE WORD 

A F R T E H E 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

Name that Duck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________

____________________ 

MISSING LETTER 

_A_IFI_ B_ACK 

D_CK 

chestnut teal 

mallard 

mountain  

whistling 

freckled  

feathers 

waddling  
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Waterproof Magic 

 

Have you ever watched a duck come out of the 

water, and they seem dry in moments?  

It is not magic, but rather these amazing birds have 

a special oil gland called the 'uropygial gland' (or 

preen gland).  

This gland is located at the base of their tail, and 

produces an oil that the duck spreads over their 

bodies to make their feathers water-repellent. 

Beneath the waterproof coat are fluffy and soft 

feathers, which keep the duck warm. 

Australian wood ducks (pictured below) tend to make their nests in tree hollows 

Image above: Mountain ducks, 

also known as Chestnut-breasted 

Shelduck or Sheldrake.  

Staying 
Afloat 
 

In addition to their special ‘oil 

gland’ which keeps their feathers 

dry, ducks have more skills to 

keep them afloat in their water 

homes! 

 

A duck’s feathers are tightly 

interlocked with a system of barbs 

that hold air in, kind of like those 

inflatable floaties kids wear on 

their arms to help them to swim. 

Ducks essentially have those built 

into their feathers!  

 

If they need to dive underwater 

for a quick snack, they just 

squeeze the air out by pressing 

their feathers in.  They then trap 

the air again soon after 

resurfacing and shaking off.  

Amazing!  

Australian wood duck image credit to DEW 

Did you know? 
Ducks are birds that are 

referred to as “waterfowls” 

because they are usually 

found near bodies of 

water such as rivers, 

streams, and lakes. 

Did you 
know? 

‘Preening’ is used to 

describe the way birds 

clean their feathers with 

their beaks.  
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Colour In - relaxation 
time 

Australia wood ducks: left – female & right – male  

Image credit to: Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources. All rights reserved. 
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 How do ducks 

eat? 

 

Most ducks use their 

beaks to sift for their 

food for insects, snails 

and seeds from the 

mud and shallow 

water of wetlands.  

 

Much like a strainer. 

Dates to Note: 

 

 

Australian Wildlife 

Week 

(October 3rd - 9th) 

 

World Habitat Day 

(October 4th) 

 

World Migratory Bird 

Day (October 8th) 

 

National Bird Week 

(October 17th – 23rd) 

 

 

Cleland in the Rain 

 

Visiting Cleland Wildlife 

Park on a rainy day can 

be just as fun, as on a 

sunny day. Plus the 

ducks will be out and 

about at the wetlands 

and around the park. 

 

Ducks have no teeth. Instead, they have a hard lining 

around the edge of their beak called ‘lamellae’.  

Freckled Duck 
Stictonetta naevosa 

Anatidae 

 

Australia’s rarest waterfowl, the Freckled duck, 

breeds in swamps in inland Australia. The Freckled 

duck may be easily confused with the Pacific black 

duck. 

Diet: 

They feed at dawn and dusk and at night on algae, 

seeds and grasses, sedges and small invertebrates.  

 

Threats: 

 Clearing of wetlands and swamp habitat 

 Changes to natural river flow and flood as 

building dams, weirs and irrigation.  

 Non-native species food competition. 

 Illegal shooting.  

Conservation Status in SA: 

Vulnerable 

 
Duck feet image credit to: Getty Images/iStockphoto 

– GlobalP. 

Fabulous Feet  
Ducks have webbed feet which help 

them to swim, and their feet are not 

bothered by the cold.  

 

The reason ducks can swim in cold water 

is their amazing circulatory system.  

 

Their blood vessels are very close to each 

other in their legs and feet, which allows 

the warm and cool blood to exchange 

heat quickly.  

 

So essentially when ducks stand in icy 

cold water, the warm blood from the 

body goes down into their feet and the 

cold blood from the feet comes back up 

to the warm body, therefore maintaining 

its core body temperature. 


