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spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 
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The Cute and Cuddly 

Everyone loves a baby animal, 

and in Australian we have 

some of the cutest looking 

baby animals in the world!  

For example, our marsupial 

cuties.  

Marsupials have a fascinating 

life cycle. For those who don't 

know, marsupials are mammals 

that have a pouch for their 

young.  When born they are 

underdeveloped, and born 

roughly the size of a 

jellybean! They do their 

growing in their mother's 

pouch, until they are strong 

enough to start exploring on 

their own.  

Birds and many reptile 

species however lay eggs. 
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Acknowledgement to country 

 
The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 
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Baby Animals 

Some species have different names for their babies. Can find all 

the ones in the find-a-word below? 

 

Joey 

Calf 

Puggle 

Larva 

Kid 

Nymph 
 

What is a baby 

koala called? 

A     _ _ _ _ 

A baby Echidna is 

called a…… 

 

E G G P U L 

_ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

Infant 

Snakelet 

Chick 

Hatchling 

Gosling 

Cygnet 
 An echidna Puggle. Photo courtesy of University 

of Queensland and Currumbin Wildlife 
Sanctuary. 

‘Cora’ and baby ‘Ruby.’ 
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Joey Wombats 

 

In Australia we have three species of wombat, the Northern Hairy-

nosed, Southern Hairy-nosed and the Bare-nosed wombat (aka 

Common wombat). At Cleland Wildlife Park we currently have 3 

Southern Hairy-nose wombats, Casanova, Polar and Wattle.  

Wombats will give birth to just one joey, which is blind and hairless and 

weighs about 2 grams. That’s about the size of a jelly bean! It will then 

crawl into its mum's pouch and attach to one of two teats, which will 

swell around the joey’s mouth, fixing it to the teat so it doesn’t fall out 

of the pouch! 

The joey stays in the pouch for 8 to 9 months.  Lucky for the joey its 

mum has a backwards-facing pouch, so the joey doesn't get dirty when 

mum is digging.  

 

An adult wombat can weigh up to 40 kg and can live up to15-20 years! 

‘Billie’ the wombat (species: a common wombat) 

Gosling’s a 
Go Go! 
 

Cape Barren geese breed in the 

winter months (May-June). The 

female will lay 3-6 eggs, and the 

mother goose will sit on or stay 

close to the eggs for just over a 

month.   

 

The parents are fiercely protective 

of their nest and eggs. At around 

2-3 months after hatching the 

goslings fledge, which means 

their feathers and wing muscles 

are large enough for flight.     

 

If the female leaves the nest after 

they have hatched, she will cover 

the eggs with sticks in order to 

protect them and make them feel 

comfortable.  

 

Fun Fact:  Cape Barren geese 

tend not to go on the water, 

unless they need to protect their 

goslings.  Our resident Cape Barren geese and their goslings this season. 

‘2022.’ 
 

Did you 
know? 

A baby Spiny leaf 

insect is called a 

‘nymph.’ 
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Do you 
know? 

‘Neonate’ – means 

new born; the first 4 

weeks of life. 

Did you know? 
 

Female kangaroos are 

pregnant most of the time, 

except the day when they are 

giving birth to their joeys.   

Match the baby to its mother 
Draw a line 
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 Reptile Facts 

 

Not all reptiles lay eggs, 

some give birth to live 

young. 

 

Their eggs have a soft 

and leathery shell! 

 

Often the females will 

build nests or bury their 

eggs, to protect them.  

 

Animals that lay eggs are 

‘oviparous’. 

 

 

At Cleland 

Term 4 2022 

Puggle Play 

For babies, an interactive 

nature-based program. 

Mon & Thurs 10am 

 

Bush Buddies 

For 2-4 year olds, an 

interactive nature-based 

program. 

Mon & Thurs 11am 

Tues & Fri 10am  

 

Christmas Bush Buddies 

Mon & Thurs 11am 

Tues & Fri 10am  

19th – 23rd December  

 

Junior Conservation Club 

Last session for the year on 

Sunday 27th November 2022 

 

 

 

 

Birds  

Birds lay more than 

one egg at a time, 

and together these 

are known as a 

‘clutch’. 

 

All marsupial babies are called ‘joeys.’  

Our resident breeding koalas. 

Top: ‘Mamma’ and ‘Archer’ (joey). 

Bottom: ‘Riley’ and ‘Joy’ (joey) 

Koala Cuteness 
Alert! 
Koalas are super-cute, 

yes…but don’t let them 

fool you! 

 

Joeys have mighty sharp 

claws for holding on to 

their mum, and learning to 

climb in the trees. 

 

Born the size of a jelly 

bean and developing in 

mums pouch, the joey 

stays with mum for about 

12-18 months. 

 

Koalas and wombats are 

the closest related 

marsupial, which means 

they share many 

similarities. 

 

They both have a 

backward-facing pouch 

and a special hard 

cartilage on their bottoms, 

which help koalas to sit in 

the forks of trees, and for 

wombats to protect 

themselves from 

predators. 

 

Wombats and koalas only 

have one joey at a time.  

 

 

 


