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spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 
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A Crackle of Cockatoos 

Australia is home to 14 of the 21 

species of cockatoo known around 

the world. There are eight found 

right here in South Australia! 

 1. Sulphur-crested cockatoo 

2. Galah 

3. Yellow-tailed black 

cockatoo 

4. Red-tailed black cockatoo 

5. Glossy black cockatoo  

6. Cockatiel 

7. Major Mitchell cockatoo 

8. Corella  
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Acknowledgement to country 

 
The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 

Photo credit to James Field (galah), Cara Briscoe (Glossy-black 
cockatoo), Wilderness Society (Red-tailed black cockatoo), Lyn 
Pedler (Major Mitchell), and Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources. 

7 

2 
1 3 

4 

6 

5 

1 

8 



 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Find-a-Word 

 

Males and females look the same until they mature.  

 

YELLOW TAIL 

CORELLA 

COCKATOO 

CRACKLE 

RED TAIL 

COCKATIEL  

GANG GANG 

 

 

Circle the correct 

bird name 

Is this a  

 

 

 

 

 

Sulphur-crested cockatoo 

or  

Corella? 

 

Jumble Word 

L K A I O C C T E 

 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _   

 

 

W L O H L O 

 

_  _  _  _  _  _ 

Cockatoos don’t 

have teeth? 

True or False 

NATIVE 

GALAH 

WHITE 

FEATHERS 

SULPHUR CRESTED 

HOLLOW 

BEAK 

GLOSSY BLACK  
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Yum Yum in your tum 

 

Cockatoos, depending on the species, will 

eat an assortment of seeds, fruits, nuts, 

berries, blossoms, roots, and vegetation 

such as leaf buds. Some cockatoos even eat 

insects and their larva!  

Their tongue is flexible enough to sort the 

seed from the broken bits of shell, and spit 

them out.  

 

 
Cockatoo species are quite social; they are not solitarily animals.  This bird 

species lives in a group, and being in a group provides safety and helps with 

finding food. 

Photo credit to Ian Sanderson 

Look at the 
size of that 
beak 
 

A cockatoo’s beak is super 
strong! In fact, it's strong 
enough to crack open hard 
cones of gum, seed pods and 
nut shells.   

 

So please, never put your 
fingers close to their beaks or 
through the holes of their 
enclosure, at any wildlife park. 
Their bite will hurt.  

 

Like all parrots, cockatoos are 
zygodactyl (having two toes 
pointing forward and two 
backward). They use their feet 
much like we use our hands. 
To climb and pick up their 
food.  
 

 
 

Did you 

know? 
Cockatoos are diurnal, 

which means they are 

awake in the day and 

sleep at night. They 

need daylight to find 

their food. 
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Let’s meet the Crew 
Snap Crackle Pop 

 
Thanks to our keepers who have provided the below information 

about our cockatoo family. 

 

Sulphur-crested - “Lemmy” was hand-raised and is 

a very sweet girl. Her favourite treats are sunflower 

seeds and she likes to say “Lemmy want a scratch”. 

 

Galah - “Pip” is a hand-raised galah who loves 

peanuts. 

 

Major Mitchells - “Miff” and “Oscar” have become 

the best of friends. This species of cockatoo have a 

life expectancy of up to 100 years in captivity! 

 

Red-tailed Black Cockatoos -“Godzilla” is a 

northern sub-species and is a bit larger than his 

southern relatives. He is a shy boy, polite and quite 

curious.  He enjoys squawking at passing guests. 

 

Raised as a companion, “Sammi” came to us at a 

very young age.  She has a quiet disposition and raw 

almonds are her favourite treat. Her wild relatives 

are classified as threatened in their natural habitat. 

 

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos - “Eucy” and 

“Cassie” are a brother and sister duo who were 

found by the roadside, injured and too young to 

care for themselves.  They have both been hand-

reared, and are unable to be released into the wild. 

 

“Blackie” was rescued from Mount Crawford Forest 

as a youngster, and is unable to fly. He plays a vital 

role in educating the public about the importance of 

habitat protection. 

 

Please remember not to put your fingers in or near their 

enclosure. Observing from the barrier is safest for you and 

our cockatoos. Try and see if you can identify them all next time 

you visit! 

Lemmy Pip 

Miff 

& 

Oscar 

Godzilla 

Sammi 

Blackie 

Eucy and Cassie 
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Colour me in   
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 Cockatoo 

Enrichment 
 

You might often see 

pine cones, gum 

branches and swinging 

beams, amongst other 

things, for them to play 

with in their enclosure. 

 

These are a few 

enrichment 

opportunities we 

provide for our 

cockatoos, here at 

Cleland Wildlife Park. 

Cleland News 

Term 2 

Bush Buddies  

for 2-4 years 

Starting Monday 2nd May 

2022 

10 week term 

BOOK ONLINE NOW! 

 

Junior Conservation 

Club  

for 8-14 years 

Monthly sessions on the 

last Sunday of the month. 

Month of May has a 

session on  

Friday 27th 2022.  

The topic is ‘Koala Care.’ 

Look online for more details 

Australia’s commonest and most widespread 
cockatoo is the Galah. 

Home in a 

Hollow 
Many cockatoo 

species are hollow-

dependent, which 

means they need 

old gum trees with 

deep hollows, to 

breed and feel 

safe. 

How can you 
help? 
Plant native plants in your 

garden that our birds can eat 

and live in.  Banksias and 

Hakeas are a couple of 

species that they enjoy. 

 

Look after old trees with 

hollows that are nesting sites 

for birds, and other animals. 

 

Put up nesting boxes in areas 

where they live. 

 

You can ‘share and care’ by 

spreading awareness from 

what you’ve learnt from 

reading this newsletter. 

Did you 
know? 

Cockatoos are natural 

gardeners. When they eat 

native seeds, it comes out 

in their poo, allowing 

those seeds to grow into 

plants! 

Photo credit to Shutterstock 


