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spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 
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Masters of Disguise  

Camouflage means 'to hide or 

disguise something.'  

So many of our Australians animals 

rely on camouflage as a defense 

mechanism or as a way to disguise 

their appearance, usually to blend in with 

their surroundings.  

Their ability to camouflage allows prey to 

stay safe and avoid predators. However 

predators can use camouflage as a way 

of sneak up on prey!  So many uses….. 

Can you camouflage?  Inside this issue 
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Acknowledgement to country 

 
The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 

Can you see the 

Tammar wallaby (left) 

and the Rosenberg’s 

monitor? (right). 
Circle if you can see. 
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Hide and Seek 

Find-a-word 

hide 

nocturnal 

camouflage 

fur 

brown 

scales 

 

Jumble Animal  

O A N R K G A O 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

Can you find the 

Bush stone-curlew? 

Circle the bird. 

 

Spider Math 

Note: Spiders have 8 legs (4 

on each side if their body). 
 

There are three 

huntsman spiders in 

your room. How many 

spider legs altogether 

are there in your 

room? 

 

____________________ 

disguise 

feathers 

appearance 

detection 

ecology 

observe 
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Tawny frogmouth 

 

Tawny frogmouths have the amazing ability to camouflage. What they 

do is stay still like a statue on a tree branch and appear to be part of 

the tree itself. The colour of their feathers helps them to blend in as 

well.  

These birds are nocturnal, their dark colour helps them to stay safe 

during the day but also stay hidden to catch their prey by night. Did 

you know these birds are not actually owls but are more closely related 

to the group of the birds called 'nightjars.'  

Tawny frogmouths do not have powerful feet and talons like owls to 

capture their prey. Instead, they prefer to catch prey with their beaks. 

They are carnivores.  

We have a Tawny frogmouth at Cleland, you can find him in our 

Woodland aviary. 

Crypsis is a word in ecology which means ‘the ability to hide’. Ecology is the study of plants 

and animals and how they interact with the environment around them. 

 

Photo credit to 

keeper ‘Ollie.’  

Types of Camouflage 
 

Did you know there are lots of different ways our animals 

can use camouflage to survive?  

 

 Some animals have special colours on their body to 

blend them in to their environment (like a lizard 

with the same colour as bark on the tree, or sand 

on the ground). 

 

 Other animals have contrasting colours on opposite 

sides of their body depending on who views them. 

(Barn owls are light on their stomach and brown on 

their back).   

 

 Special patterns such as spots and stripes on an 

animal can be used to confuse others.  A cheetah’s 

spots are important in camouflaging. The spots 

make it harder for another animal to see the 

outline of the animal, making it more confusing 

and easier for them to catch their prey. 

 

 Some animals can imitate more dangerous animals 

of a similar species, this is called ‘mimicry.’ For 

example some butterflies have evolved to mimic 

the wing patterns of other, more poisonous 

butterflies. So when an animal eats a poisonous 

butterfly, it remembers and knows not to eat that 

butterfly again.  

 

 

 

 

  

Tawny frogmouth camouflaged 

photo credit to Aaron H.  

Did you know? 
Tawny frogmouths are 

excellent parents, working 

as a team to build the nest, 

incubate (sit on) the eggs, 

and to feed and raise their 

young. They also pair for 

life! 

Can you find? 

 The turtle in the lake. 

 Tawny frogmouth 

 Buff -banded rail 

 Bearded dragon 

 

Circle when you spot them. 
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 Did you know? 

The Goliath stick 

insect catch their 

frass (poo) with tiny 

threads at the end 

of their abdomen 

and flick it several 

metres away – this 

stops predators 

locating them by 

finding their 

droppings. 

Kid Programs at 

Cleland this term 

Junior Conservation 

Club starts again this 

month. The first session 

beginning on Sunday the 

26th of March 2023 

Book online now. 

 

Bush Buddies  

For 2-4 year olds. 

10 week term 

Book online now 

 

Puggle Play  

For under 2 years 

9 week term 

Book online now 

 

 

 

Can you see me? 

Next time you are at 

Cleland see how many 

potoroos you can spot 

because they are very 

good at camouflaging 

and blending in with their 

surrounds. 

 

Camouflage  
Queen 
 

Bush stone- 
Curlew 
The Bush stone-curlew lives on the 

ground, under bushes and trees. 

They are mostly nocturnal, so by day 

they will stay hidden on the forest 

floor and by night they will forage for 

food.   

 

They are omnivorous, which means 

they eat both plants and animals 

(meat). They feed on a range of 

insects, frogs, small lizards, snakes 

and mammals. 

 

We have a Bush stone-curlew at 

Cleland Wildlife Park and you can 

find him in the Woodland aviary, 

hiding on the ground.  
Photo credit to keeper ‘Ollie.’ 

The Goliath stick insect is one 

of the largest stick insects in 

Australia.  The females are 

much larger that the males 

(female picture left).  

 

Goliath stick insects are 

common in Brisbane, 

although they are not easily 

seen because of their 

excellent camouflage! This 

helps them to stay safe from 

predators like birds.  

 

All they eat are eucalyptus 

leaves.  

 

Can you see her in the picture 

on the left?  

 

 


