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Pollinating Pioneers
What is pollination?
Unlike animals, plants can't move
around in search of a mate to reproduce
(breed). Plants need pollinators such as
birds and insects to help them, by
carrying and spreading pollen.
Pollinators transfer the male cells

(pollen) to the female parts of a flowers
(stigma and ovule).
Good pollination helps plants to
develop seeds and fruit. The seeds and
fruits then feed the many animals in
the world, including us!
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Top row images: Monarch butterfly, Dainty Swallowtail credit to Keeper Leticia, Rainbow Lorikeet credit to Shelley, female leaf-cutter bee credit to
Eliza Keck.
Bottom row images: Yellow-tail Black Cockatoo and Rainbow Lorikeet feeding credit to WWF-Australia 2018.

Acknowledgement to country
The Department for Environment and
Water acknowledges Aboriginal people
as the First Peoples and Nations of the
lands and waters we live and work upon
and we pay our respects to their Elders
past, present and emerging. We
acknowledge and respect the deep

spiritual connection and the relationship
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people have to Country.
The Department works in partnership
with the First Peoples of South Australia
and supports their Nations to take a
leading role in caring for their Country.
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Aussie Pollinators
Find-a-word

Jumble Word

Can you find all the hidden words?

T B E A EY R D D B E E

_____ ____
_

__

Circle the odd one out
Blue Banded Bee
Green Carpenter Bee
Reed Bee
Teddy Bear Bee
African Bee
Leafcutter Bee
Resin Bee
Masked Bee

pollination
flower
butterfly
moth
bee
tongue
pollen
nectar
transfer
observe

food
insect
antennae
native
habitat
spring
reproduction
plant
pollinator
attract

Can you name a Native
Australian Bee? Read
further to find out more.

____________________
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Why is pollinating important?
Without pollination, most wildflowers would not be able to produce
new seedlings and these flowers would slowly disappear from our
bushland.

Biodiversity
‘Grevillia’
Photo credit to Cleland Wildlife
Park staff member

Is the variety of living
species on Earth,
including plants,
animals, bacteria, and
fungi.

Without pollination many crops wouldn't be able to produce fruit,
vegetables, nuts or seeds, which means we wouldn't have enough
food for ourselves or our wildlife.
Our pollinators keep our planet alive! Pollination is so important for
a strong, healthy ecosystem.
This is why it's so important that we all look after the wide variety of
pollinators that live in Australia, by giving them food, shelter and
habitat.

“Our Australian native bees are beautiful, colourful insects, and they are vital to the Australian environment!”

Who are our
pollinators?
Insects, such as:


bees



wasps



butterflies and moths



beetles, flies, wasps and
thrips

Birds such as lorikeets and honeyeaters are
important pollinators too!
Mammals are also pollinators! Bats
pollinate flowers and spread their seeds,
and antechinus (a small mouse size
marsupial) play a role in the pollination of
native species such as the banksia.
Lizard species including skinks and geckos
are known pollinators.
Wind and water also help with pollination!
How are animals attracted?
Plants attract pollinators in various ways
such as through;
scent (particular smells)
visual cues (like colours and
location)

Photo credit to: Australian Bluebanded Bee by Louise Docker.
Australian Painted Lady butterfly by
David Gray.
Green Carpenter Bee by Aussie Bee
Research Centre.
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Native bees
found in SA
Australia has over 1,700 species of native bees,
and these little beauties are well-adapted to our
native flowers.
They build nests in a wide variety of materials,
such as hollow trees, old soft timber, woody
stems, and bare patches of ground.
Some bees native to South Australia:



Blue-banded bee



Green Carpenter Bee



Reed Bee



Teddy bear Bee



Leafcutter Bee



Resin Bee



Masked Bee

Photo credit to aussiebee website:
https://www.aussiebee.com.au/beesinyourarea.html

Photo credit for insect colour in page to © Hannah Rosengren Moran 2010-2021.
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Environmental
Days
Australian Pollinator
Week
(13th-21st November 2021)

National Recycling
Week
(8th -14th November 2021)

How can you help our native bees?
1. Spread the word about Australian native bees- increasing public
support for our native wildlife helps ensure its protection!
2. Plant a bee-friendly garden – create a garden which supports our
local bees, by planting native flowering plants.
3. Avoid using insecticide or pesticides – chemicals on your garden.
4. Encourage nesting habitats – try not to clear away mature timber
which bees use the crevices to nest in. Consider putting up bee
hotels around your yard (pictured below). These can support a wide
variety of bees).
5. Observe our bees but do not interfere.

CLELAND KIDS

Native bee hotels
www.aussiebee.com.au

BUSH BUDDIES
Term 4: 11th October –

17th December (last session is
Christmas focused)

BOOK ONLINE NOW!

Carpenter Bees, Blue-banded Bees and Teddy Bear Bees have a
special way of pollinating flowers, called ‘buzz pollination’.

Conservation Club
Last monthly session is
November 2021.

More about our
Aussie Bees!!

Monthly sessions will
recommence in March
2022.

Christmas at Cleland
Wildlife Park



Most Australian bees are solitary,
which means they live on their own. A
single female bee mates and then
builds a nest for her eggs. These bees
don’t store any honey in their tiny
nests but only collect tiny amounts of
nectar to feed their young.



Only 10% are social and form hives!
These native bees do produce honey.
About 11 species of social Stingless
Native Bees in Australia make and
store small amounts of honey. This
honey is stored by the bees in small
pots which look like bunches of
grapes.

13th December to 23rd
December.
Details coming soon.

Did you know?
Blue-banded Bees have
long flexible tongues,
which can feed on deeper
flowers.
Which means they can
reach nectar and pollen
that other bee species
can’t reach!
It also means they can
collect larger amounts of
pollen from each flower.
Well done!



Buzz pollination: Is when the bee
vibrates a flower so vigorously that
pollen locked away in little capsules
explodes out. A static charge draws
the pollen back to cover their bodies.
Amazing!

‘Blue-banded Bee’ Credit to Chiswick
Chap.
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