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spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 
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The Extreme Monotremes 

Monotremes are a group of 

mammals (they have hair, warm blood, and 

feed milk to their babies), that lay eggs!   
 

Monotremes also have no teats; 

instead the female releases milk 

from special 'patches' on her belly, 

called 'mammary glands,' for 

their babies to lap up.  
 

There are only two kinds of 

monotremes left on the planet: 

the echidna and the platypus, 

both found in Australia!  

 

What are Monotremes? 
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 Acknowledgement to country 

 
The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 

Photo credit to, keeper Tegan, Shelley, Kat Ferres and John Carnemolla | Dreamstime.com 
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Echidnas 

Find-a-word 

 

Ant 

Australia 

Claws 

Crepuscular 

Echidna 

Egg 

Grassland 

Hair 

Milk 

Monotreme 

 

Circle the 

Monotremes 
Remember: Monotremes are mammals that lay 

eggs. 

 

Echidna 

Kangaroo 

Tasmanian devil 

Platypus 

Koala 

 

Circle the 

Marsupials 
Remember: Marsupials give birth to live young 

and have a pouch for their joey’s.  

 

Jumble Word 

TOMMNROEE 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

EGUPLG 

_ _ _ _ _ _ 

Pouch 

Puggle 

Shuffle 

Snout 

Spines 

Termite 

Toothless 

Tongue 

Torpor 

Woodland 
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Cleland’s Crew 

Echidnas at Cleland Wildlife Park 

We have five echidnas that call Cleland Wildlife Park 

home: Spike, Milligan, Brownie, Wildling and Ethel. 

Echidnas are not territorial creatures, so our residents 

happily live and forage together.  

Make sure you visit them in the warmer months, and see 

if you can count them all. Remember echidnas are 

extraordinary at camouflaging. 

In the winter, Cleland’s echidnas are housed in their private indoor winter habitat. 

Make sure you come and see them in the warmer months! 

 

One of our resident echidna’s– photo taken 

by keeper Jenna 

Ethel’s Story 
Echidnas have been known to survive extreme 

conditions like bushfires by digging themselves below 

the surface of the ground. The layer of earth above 

can protect them from the flames and heat. 

 

Ethel started her story with us in 2020.  She was found 

under a house in Lobethal after the January fires swept 

through the town.  

 

She found it hard to move because she got some 

pretty bad burns on her feet, nose, tail and quills.  

Luckily, she was rescued and taken to Minton Farm 

Animal Rescue Centre. Here she was able to receive 

some much needed care and attention. 

 

Echidnas use their feet, strong claws, and nose for 

digging and foraging for food.  Unfortunately, Ethel 

lost many of her nails from the burns, which meant 

she is now unable to dig or forage very well. 

 

As she could not be released back to the wild for her 

safety, she was brought here to Cleland Wildlife Park. 

 

Ethel is thriving here at her forever home, and we are 

so happy to care for her! 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo above 

– Ethel 

enjoying a 

bite to eat. 

 

Photo left 

Ethel’s feet 

injuries from 

the bushfire. 

Did you 
know? 

During the colder 

months echidnas go 

into torpor, a kind of 

hibernation.  
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Where do they 
live? 
Monotremes are the oldest order 

of mammals. There are only 

two, and they both live in 

Australia!  The echidna and the 

platypus.  

It is believed that echidnas have 

been in Australia for around 80 

million years. WOW! 

Echidnas can be found living in a 

wide range of habitats around 

Australia but they prefer forests, 

woodlands and semi-arid 

grasslands (below).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The platypus can be found 

mainly in the east of Australia, 

near and around fresh water 

streams (below).   

Did you 

know? 
The male echidna has 

a spur on the rear 

ankle but has no 

venom gland. 

What do 
they eat? 

 

 An echidna in the wild 

eats mostly ants and 

termites – using its 

sticky tongue.  

 

 In captivity, they eat a 

special mix of minced 

meat, bran, eggs, oil, 

and added vitamins 

and minerals - blended 

with water.  

Terrifically 
Toothless  
Guess what? Echidnas have no 

teeth! Not one! Instead, they use 

their long, sticky tongue and the 

roof of their mouth to crush their 

food.  

They also use their long snouts 

and strong claws to break open 

logs and termite/ant mounds. In 

fact, these amazing animals have 

been known to eat roughly 2kg 

of termites in a single sitting! 

 

 

 

 

Our resident 

echidna eating a 

yummy meat slurry 

– photo taken by 

keeper Ollie 

Two puggles – before they have grown their quills - Photo 

credit to BEN NOTTIDGE/ALAMY STOCK PHOTO. 

Maps of where echidnas and platypuses can be found in 

Australia from The Australian Museum. 

No Prickles  
 

Females lay a single soft-shelled 

egg into their belly pouch,  after 

10 days, the baby echidna will 

hatch and stay in the pouch for 

up to 7 weeks. The baby, called 

a 'puggle' will be the size of a 

jelly bean, with no fur and no 

eyes! 

 

The 'puggle' will drink milk from 

the mother’s mammary glands. 

Echidnas don't have teats, so the 

female releases milk from 

'patches' on her belly for their 

babies to slurp up (like a puddle 

of milk on the mum’s tummy).  

  

A baby echidna will stay with its 

mother until it is large enough 

to leave the burrow (around 12 

months). 
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COLOUR ME IN 

 

 

Image credit Irina Yazeva | 

Dreamstime.com 
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Did You Know? 
The spines you see on an 

echidna are actually long, tough, 

hollow hair follicles! 

 

These spines help protect 

echidnas from predators like 

cats and foxes. 

 

Echidnas are also covered in 

shorter fur, to keep them warm 

on their tummies and between 

their spines. 

 

 

Echidna 

photo 

credit to 

Cleland 

Wildlife 

Park  

 

 

 

 

African 

Crested 

Porcupine 

Photo 

credit to 

Derrick 

Neill  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hedgehog  

Photo 

credit to 

Gibe 

 

Not a 
Porcupine or a 
hedgehog! 
An echidna is not a porcupine 

or a hedgehog; they are not 

related!  

Echidnas may be spiky and 

eat termites, but that may be 

the only thing they have in 

common with those other 

species.  

Porcupines can be found 

across Africa, Europe, Asia, 

and Central and South 

America.  

Hedgehogs are found in 

Europe, the Middle East, 

Africa and Central Asia. 

 

Echidna Train 
‘Toot-Toot’ 

 

The breeding season is from 

mid-May to early September. 

Where male echidnas seek 

out females to mate. 

 

They form a long line, which 

is known as an ‘echidna train,’ 

and can have up to ten males 

following one female! The 

males will follow the female 

until she makes her decision 

and is ready to mate. 

 

Photo credit to: File  
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Cleland Echidna 

Experience 

In the warmer months 

only, Cleland Wildlife Park 

has a once in a life time 

‘‘Echidna Encounter.’ This 

experience allows our 

guests the opportunity to 

have a unique encounter 

with our amazing echidnas. 

Book online only. 
 

**Currently the encounter 

is unavailable due to 

COVID restrictions. 

However, for updated 

information please check 

out our website.   

Cleland News 

Bush Buddies 
Term 1 starts again on 

January the 31st 2022 

For: 2-4 year olds 

Fun nature-based 

activities - outdoors! 

BOOK ONLINE NOW! 

 

Junior 

Conservation Club 

For 8-14 year olds 

Starts in March, Sunday’s 

once a month. 

 

BOOK ONLINE NOW! 

 

We hope 

everyone had a 

fun and safe time 

in their school 

holidays! 

 

Echidnas Look Out! 
When going on a bush walk, look out for echidnas shuffling 

about in the warmer months. It’s very exciting to see wildlife!  

 

But remember the following things: 

 If you see an echidna (or any wildlife) in your yard or on a 

bush walk, do not touch or interfere with them. We don’t 

want to stress them out or scare them. 

 

 When walking, stay on the path – going off the path 

means you're walking through our wildlife's homes, and 

we don't want to step on or scare them. 

 

When threatened, an echidna will dig itself into the 

ground as a form of self-defense. As soon as the echidna 

feels comfortable again, it will continue on its way (when no 

one is around). 

 

  If you find an echidna in your backyard, please keep your 

pets inside until the animal has moved on.  
 


