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spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 
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Summer Shakes  

Unlike the northern hemisphere 

who have a cold and wintery 

Christmas, in the southern 

hemisphere (Australia - that’s 

us) we experience a warm 

summery Christmas. 

Warmer days means snakes are 

starting to slither out from their 

winter sleep, signaling the start 

of snake breeding season. 

A reminder that we need to be 

aware and safe when moving 

about in the warmer months 

and around Christmas time.  

There is so much to know 

about these amazing legless 

scaly creatures we share our 

world with. So scroll down to 

find out more! 
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Acknowledgement to country 

 
The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 

Photo credit to keeper John 

Top left: Woma python        Top right: Inland Taipan 

Bottom left: Inland Taipan  Bottom right: Stimson python 
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Find-a-word 
Start looking! 

REPTILE 

ECTOTHERM 

EASTERN BROWN 

COPPERHEAD 

PYTHON  

VENOMOUS 

INLAND TAIPAN  

BASKING 

SCALES 

CARNIVORE  

 

 

 

How many 

reindeer pull 

Santa’s sleigh? 

_ _ _ _ 

JUMBLE WORD 

 

 H Y T P N O 

_ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

 

I L E E R P T 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

True or False 

Snakes are 

endothermic. 

T/F 
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Time to wake up! 

As the weather turns cold many animals go into hibernation to get through 

the winter, however hibernation isn't the only type of 'long sleep' for 

animals.  

Hibernation is the state of sleep for warm-blooded animals (endotherms).   

Brumation is known as the hibernation for cold-blooded animals 

(ectotherms), such as reptiles (snakes) and amphibians (frogs).   

Estivation is when animals are dormant because weather conditions are 

very hot and dry (like burrowing frogs).  

This means that in the spring/summer, many snakes are waking up and 

looking for a meal and a mate to breed with. It's the time to be extra careful.  

 

 
Clean up 

You can avoid bump into snakes on your property by keeping your yard clear of long grass and 

removing rubbish, so that snakes have nowhere to hide.  

 

Walk in the bush 
In South Australia most snakes in our backyards or local 

area are venomous, which means they produce venom that 

they can put into another animal or human, with its bite. 

 

Just because you’ve never seen a snake, doesn’t mean 

they are not around. This is why you should always be 

careful when moving through long grass, or putting your 

hands in spots you can’t see. 

 

The Australian bush is their natural habitat, and so it’s 

important to remember that you are the guest in their 

home. Snakes are generally shy and will not attack unless 

provoked. 

 

So, if you spot a snake leave them be, and do not touch 

them. It is recommended that if you see a snake, freeze, 

wait for it to pass, and alert others afterwards. 

 

There are many ways to avoid coming into contact with 

snakes when walking, such as keeping an eye on the trail 

ahead, sticking to the designated track at all times, and 

avoid venturing out into grassy, covered areas. 

 

Photo credit to keeper John  
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Snakes important role 
 

Snakes are protected native 

animals, and they have an 

important part to play in the 

ecosystem, especially in 

helping to control rats and 

mice. 

 

It’s important not to harm or 

be scared, but rather respect 

and share our world with 

them.  

Images above:  

An Inland taipan protecting her eggs and an 

image of a Murray Darling python almost 

ready to shed its skin. 

Credit to keeper John  
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CHRISTMAS 

AT CLELAND 

From 19th-23rd 

December 2022 

 

 

Bush Buddies 

Animal tracks and 

Christmas craft. 

Mon 19th at 11:00am 

Tues 20th at 10:00am 

Thurs 22nd at 11:00am 

Fri 23rd at 10:00am 

 

 

Christmas Mayhem 

Wildification 

Wednesday 21st Dec 

9:30am-4:00pm 

 

Get a photo with 

Santa’s helper ‘Lofty 

the Koala’ character.  

12pm-12:30pm  

Mon-Fri 
 

 

 

MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 
 

From everyone at 

Cleland Wildlife 

Park! 

 

‘Twas the night before Christmas 

'Twas the night before Christmas in the Australian scrub,  

Not a creature was stirring, except the nocturnal club; 

 

The lorikeets were nestled in their hollows with care,  

In hopes that St. Nicholas soon will be there. 

 

The joey koalas were snug in their beds;  

While visions of eucalyptus danced in their heads. 

 

The wombats were wandering all looking for grass;  

While the possums were looking for Santa through their 

spyglass. 

 

Presents were left in their hollows with care,  

While others were placed outside their burrows unaware. 

 

Up in the sky the bandicoots saw red,  

As Father Christmas flew past; he bellowed 'Merry Christmas' 

and waved from his sled. 

 

The sun then rose up in the Aussie scrub,  

Presents were found and enjoyed by all those in that 

Australian scrub club. 

 


