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spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 
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Home Sweet Home 

A habitat is a place that an animal 

lives. It provides the animal with 

food, water and shelter. There are 

lots of different habitats animals 

and plants live in.   

For an animal, that means 

everything it needs to find/gather 

food and water, find a mate, and 

space for it to thrive and survive. 

For a plant, a good habitat must 

provide the right combination of 

light, air, water, and soil.  

Keep reading to find out more! 
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Acknowledgement to country 

 
The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 
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PUZZLE SEARCH 

Find-a-word 

OCEAN 

BURROW 

TREETOP 

COCKATOO 

ARBOREAL 

KANAGROO 

NEST 

HOLLOW 

BUDGIE 

KOALA 

WOMBAT 

DREY 

 

JUMBLE WORD 

O U W R R B 

 _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

Can you name 3 

native Australian 

animals that would 

live in the tree 

tops? 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

What am I? 
 

I live near and in the 

water. 
 

Depending on my 

species I can live in fresh 

water or the ocean. 
 

I have lungs. 
 

I have my home on my 

back.  
 

I am a reptile. 
 

What am I? 

 

_________________________ 

 

WATER 

GROUND DWELLER 

SHELTER 

BRANCHES 

RIVER 

BANDICOOT 

ROCK 

TURTLE 

DIRT 

POSSUM 
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Ground Dwellers 

 

Many animals make homes on the ground from 

fallen hollowed trees, mounds of leaves, dirt 

mounds, sheltering underneath trees, or even under 

rocks. 

Some of these animals include: bandicoots, 

potoroos, kangaroos, Tasmanian devils, echidnas, 

various snake species, lizards (such as the blue-

tongue and shinglebacks).  

Sugar gliders have a special membrane known as the ‘patagium.’ This is a special fold of skin that 

connects their front and back legs on each side, allowing them to glide around the tree tops.    

Photo credit:  Koala claw by keeper ‘Ash,’ Possum drey by ‘Ross Cunningham’ Flickr (2019), Tree 

Kangaroo image ‘DCL’, Sugar glider image  http://nhsugargliders.com/estore/gliderinformation/sugar-

gliders-in-the-wild.html  

Tree Tops High 
Animals who spend the majority of their lives in trees 

are called ‘arboreal animals.’ 

 

Tree-top living has many challenges, such as 

moving around the trees, raising their babies, finding 

food and taking shelter. These animals have some 

very special adaptations that allow them to be 

successful tree-huggers. Like sharp claws, special 

foot grip, tails to name a few.  
 

Koalas have tough skin on the soles of their feet, 

sharp claws and two thumbs on their front paws 

which helps them to grip when climbing. 

 

Tree kangaroos have longer and wider back feet 

with longer, curved nails. They also have a sponge 

like grip on their paws and soles of their feet to help 

them to climb. 

 

Ringtail possums have make nests called a ‘drey,’ 

made from leaves and grass, twigs and bark, that 

they collect with their strong tail. Ringtail possums 

have a bare patch on the underside of their tail 

which helps them to grip onto branches. 

http://nhsugargliders.com/estore/gliderinformation/sugar-gliders-in-the-wild.html
http://nhsugargliders.com/estore/gliderinformation/sugar-gliders-in-the-wild.html
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Water Living  
Many of our Australian animals like to live in or on the water. Some animals 

take shelter in the branches above the water, or by the banks, while others 

live in the water like insects and fish. These sites provide important shelter and 

important breeding habitat for many water birds and fish as well. 

 

Many choose the water for a home because they can hide safely from 

predators.  Some water birds also choose the water edges or reeds to make 

their nests using the water bank as a safe exit.  

 

Algae grows on those branches in the water and provides food for many these 

animals. Birds use branches over the water to perch and wait for fish to appear 

to catch for food.  Making sure there is enough water for the environment is 

important to the health of our water ecosystems! 

 

Image credit to ‘platypus’ pen_ash / 1022 worldswildlifewonders/Shutterstock.  

All other images credit to Department of Environment and Natural Resources  

Can you 

circle all the 

animals who 

choose the 

water and 

surroundings 

for their 

home?   
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 Hollow Depth 

Depending on the size of the 

animal will depend on the 

size of the hollow required: 

 

Small narrow hollows are 

prefect for possums and can 

take up to 100 years to form.  

 

Medium hollows are suitable 

for parrots, and will take 

around 200 years to form.  

 

Larger hollows for owls and 

cockatoos can take 200+ 

years to form.   

 

This is why it is so important 

for us to look after our old 

trees. 

Cleland News 

School Holidays Winter 

2022 

Start on Saturday 9th of 

July and end on Sunday 

the 24th July 2022. 

 

Self-Guided Trail: ‘Mud 

Madness in the Animal 

World.’ Free with entry.  

A Mud Art Station will be 

available from 9:30am-3:30pm 

(Monday – Friday). 

 

Storytime on the lawn: 
When: Friday July 15th & Friday 

22th 2022 

Time: 11am (approx. 15-minutes) 

Cost: Free with entry 

 

Wildification:  

Junior: half day for 5-7 years 

8+: Full day for 8-13 year olds.  

Book online now! 

 

Bush Buddies 

Term 3 starts up again on 

Monday 25th July. 
 

Monday 11am 

Tuesday 10am 

Thursday 11am 

Friday 10am  

 

The Sacred kingfishers nest in tree hollows, in mud 

burrows in riverbanks and in mud built termite nests! 

Builders be 
Burrow 
 

A burrow is a hole or tunnel that 

provides a home for some animals. It 

is a shelter from predators and 

extreme temperatures. 

 

Wombats are among the largest 

burrowing animals. Wombat bodies 

are designed for digging, having 

strong powerful legs, claws and a 

robust body.  

 

A Wombats burrow, can consist of 

many tunnels and sleeping chambers.  

 

Some burrows can be as long as 20 

meters! 

 

If threatened wombats will hide in 

their burrow, where they will use their 

strong robust body and bottom to 

defend themselves.  

 

  

 

Did you know? 
The Woma python is a 

nocturnal snake and will 

spend most of the day 

burrowed underground or 

sheltering in a hollow log. 

They often shelter in old 

Bilby burrows! 

Photo credit to Deb Schultz 

Happy 
Hollow 
Budgies are social birds. They are very 

adaptable creatures and can live in a 

variety of different places, such as tree 

hollows or even underneath rocks and 

logs!  

 

They migrate seasonally in large 

flocks of up to tens of thousands in 

search of food and water.  

 

In fact many of our bird’s species 

are hollow dependant, which means 

they need a tree hollow to survive. 

 
 

Photo credit to keeper ‘Laura.’  


