
 

 

1 

 

  

spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 
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Dingoes are a Delight 

Known as Australia's only wild 

dog, it is believed that dingoes 

were introduced to Australia 

by Asian seafarers, around 

4,000 years ago.  

While the dingo is an 

introduced species, it has been 

in Australia long enough to 

become an important part of 

the natural ecological system, 

as an apex predator. 

In the past, farmers did not 

always like dingoes, as being 

an easy target, dingoes often 

hunted their sheep.  

This resulted in the 

construction of the "Dingo 

Fence".  Spanning over 3 

Australian states, it is the 

longest fence in the world, at 

over 5,000 km’s long, and is 

still being maintained and 

serviced today. 
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Acknowledgement to country 

 
The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 

Images above credit to Lorna & Deb Schultz 
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Find-a-word 

 

dingo 

dusty 

mammal 

tail 

paws 

placental 

fence 

fur  

 

A dingo is a…. 

Apex predator 

 

Consumer 

 

Producer 
 

Circle the correct one 

 

 

 

 

Can you name 

the dingoes 

that call 

Cleland 

Wildlife Park 

home? 

(# Clue: the answer is 

found in this edition of 

the gazette…) 

1.  

 

 

2.  

 

 

3.  

JUMBLE WORD 

R A E C N O V I R 

habitat 

dog 

predator 

diet 

ears 

carnivore 

pup 
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Meet Cleland’s Crew 
Dusty – Warrigal - Jiemba 

At Cleland Wildlife Park we have 3 dingoes who are, in 

fact, all brothers. They were born on 2nd August 2015, 

at the Bargo Dingo Sanctuary in NSW. 

They arrived at Cleland Wildlife Park in November 

2015, when they were only 3 months old.  Their names 

are Dusty, Warrigal and Jiemba. 

The lifespan of a dingo in captivity is up to 16 years.  

These brothers are 6 years old, so there are many 

more adventures to be had by these boys! 

 

In a dingo packs the female is the leader, which is called the 

‘matriarch’.   

Photo of dingo yawning taken by Deb Schultz, 

keeper Jason with the boys during our regular dingo 

talk.  

Carnivore 
and more. 
 

Dingoes are carnivores.  They eat a 

variety of meats such as kangaroo, 

wallaby, feral pig, wombat, rabbit, 

lizard, bird and even fish!  

 

Depending on the size of the prey, 

they hunt alone or in cooperative 

packs. They mainly hunt at dawn, 

dusk and during the night, and 

communicate with wolf-like howls. 

Dingoes rarely bark.   

 

The dingoes that call Cleland 

Wildlife Park home are not pets, 

however they have become 

conditioned to be used to humans, 

especially the keepers that look 

after them. 

 

From left to right: Warrigal, Dusty, Jiemba 
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 DATES to know: 

27th May - 3rd June is 

“National 

Reconciliation 

Week” 

 

On 5th June it is 

“World Environment 

Day” 

This international day has 

been held annually since 

1974.  

“World Environment Day 

is a global platform for 

inspiring positive 

change”.  

This is the day for raising 

awareness and celebrating 

environmental action. What 

can you do to help? Pick 

one thing in your daily life 

to change.  It might be 

starting a compost bin, or 

turning off the light when 

leaving the room.  Have a 

think and have a go! 

 

June 8th is “World 

Oceans Day” 

 
 

Want to find 

out more? 

We feed our dingoes 

daily at 2:30pm. This 

is a great opportunity 

to come and learn 

more about our 

dingoes. 

 

“Dingoes are pack animals, they live in groups of 10 or so 

individuals, though young males are often solitary”. 

Did you know? 
Dingoes are found 

across mainland 

Australia and on Fraser 

Island. They are not 

found in Tasmania.  

Threats to the 
dingo today 
 

 Inter-breeding with wild and 

domestic dogs (threatening 

the conservation of 

purebred dingoes). 

 Competition with foxes for 

food. 

 Habitat loss. 

 Dingoes sometimes prey on 

livestock, so they can also 

be under threat from 

farmers who are protecting 

their animals.  
 

 

Did you know? 
One of the ways in which 

dingoes are different to 

domesticated dogs is that they 

have flexible wrists just like 

humans do.  

This allows them to manoeuvre 

more easily into tricky areas, and 

climb trees with more ease than 

dogs! 

Photo credit to Deb Schultz   


