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spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 
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Backyard Birds 

Spring is here! As the weather gets warmer, so 

marks the start of the breeding season for a lot 

of our Australian animals.  

Many of our Australian birds use tree hollows to 

shelter or nest in, such as parrots, cockatoos, 

owls, wood ducks and many, many more!  

Tree hollows can take hundreds of years to 

form, which is why we must look after our old 

trees!  

Something you can do is put a wildlife nest box 

in a tree, to provide shelter and nesting space 

for our native birds and mammals.  
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Acknowledgement to country 

 
The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 

Top image tree hollow, occupied by some budgies. Bottom bird home/hollow, 

we can put these up to help our native birds, and mammals too. 
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All about Birds 

Find all the words 

JUMBLE WORD 

OKRABORUKA 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Fill in the missing 

letters of the birds 

B _ D G _ _ _ G A R 
 

_ _ _ _ _ T O O 
 

G _ L _ H 
 

 

I’m a Princess Parrot 

 



 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Loud Lorikeets 

A bird you might see in your backyard 

Many of you are familiar with Rainbow Lorikeets, as they are 

often seen around flowering gum trees, in noisy groups. 

Rainbow Lorikeets are monogamous, which means they pair for 

life.  

Lorikeets mainly feed on fruit, pollen and nectar from native 

plants. They have amazing 'brush-tipped' tongues, which they 

use to take up nectar from flowers. They nest in tree hollows.  

At Cleland Wildlife Park you can see Rainbow Lorikeets in a 

few different locations around the park including the Swamp 

Aviary and at the Lorikeet Feed which takes place at 12:30pm on 

the café lawn.  You will also often see them in the trees while 

walking around the park, so make sure you look up! 

Honeyeaters are a diverse group of Australian birds. Many have a special 

‘brush-tipped’ tongue, which they use to take up nectar from flowers.  

A Rainbow 

Lorikeet 

showing 

off their 

wonderful 

‘brush-

tipped’ 

tongue, to 

soak up all 

that 

nectar. 

Australian 
Honeyeaters 

 Honeyeaters are a diverse group of birds, with 

over 180 species in Australia! 

 Some you may be familiar with are the New 

Holland Honeyeater, Red-headed Honeyeater, 

Little Wattlebird, and Regent Honeyeater. 

 Many feed on pollen, berries, nectar and 

insects.  

 These honey-eating birds help to carry out 

pollination! Great! 

 

 

Did you 
know? 

Baby lorikeets have black 

beaks, which changes to 

orange when adult.  

The wonderful “Herbie” the 

Rainbow Lorikeet.  Photo taken by 

Keeper Vanessa 

Many Different Bird Diets  
 Insectivore (insects) 

 Nectarivore (flower nectar)  

 Omnivore (plants and meat - everything) 

 Granivore (mostly grains or seeds) 

 Carnivore (meat) 

 Piscivore (fish) 

 Frugivore (fruit eating) 

 Molluscivore (snails, slugs or 

oysters) 
 

A New Holland Honeyeater credit to Michael 

Rutkowski eBird S46290416 

 

Pollination  
Is when insects and 

birds help to spread 

the seeds of plants.  



 

 

4 

 

 

More Backyard Birds 

Here are some more birds you might see in your backyard. 
 

Sulphur Crested Cockatoo                          Galah                    Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo  

 

 

 

Help the bird get back to its nest. 

  

Photo credit to: Nicky Rhodes/Shutterstock, kunanon/Shutterstock, itimlin/pixabay 
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 Aussie Backyard 

Bird Count 
 

Try and spend 20 

minutes in your 

favourite outdoor space, 

and write down what 

you see. 

 

This is a great way to 

connect with the birds 

in your backyard. 

 

Start observing! 

OCTOBER at 

CLELAND 

WILDLIFE PARK 

Bush Buddies 
Term 4: 

Starts on 11th October 

BOOK ONLINE NOW! 
If you wish to book multiple 

sessions, please call 8339 2444 

or email 

clelandwildlifepark@sa.gov.au 

 

Barking Gecko 
Café 

Come in for a drink or 
a nice meal anytime 
between 9:30am -

5.00pm 
 

Help Our Wildlife 

Help protect our wildlife 

and your pets by being a 

responsible pet owner.  

 Know where your pet 

is at all times. 
 

 Ensure they are kept in 

a yard or secured  

area on your property.  
 

 Ensure your pets like 

cats and dogs, don’t 

chase or harm wildlife, 

especially birds.  

 

Male Superb Fairy Wren’s have been known to 

pluck yellow petals, and show them to females, 

as part of a courtship display. 

 
A male Superb Fairy wren 

Credit to dizzyheights 

 

Hollows for a 
Home 
 

Many Australian birds are 

hollow-dependent, which 

means they need a hollow 

for shelter, and to lay they 

eggs, therefore we must 

look after our old trees as 

well as plant more trees! 

REGENT 
HONEYEATER 
Diet:  

Mainly feeds on nectar  

Fruit 

Insects   

 

Habitat:  

Found in eucalypt forests and woodlands, 

particularly in blossoming trees. 

 

Threats: 

Land clearing  

 

SA status:  

Endangered 

 

National Status: 

Critically endangered  

 

Similar Species:  

The Regent Honeyeater is often confused with the 

smaller black and white White-fronted Honeyeater.   

 

 

Photo credit: Regent Honeyeater by 
Andrew Silcocks 

Photo credit: Twitter@Parrotoftheday, 2012 
Albury Conservation Company 
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