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spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 
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Proud to be a Plant 

Do you notice the plants? 

Do you have plants in your home or 

garden? 

Have you ever walked past a plant and 

wanted to know its name?  

Can you name one way plants help 

us? 

We rely on many different plants for a 

variety of things like for food, water, 

medicine, animal’s homes and much 

more! Keep reading to find out more.  

 

Hello Plants! 
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Acknowledgement to country 

 
The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 
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Plants! 

Can you find all the words? Photosynthesis 

Green plants use sunlight 

to change carbon dioxide 

and water into food. 

 

This process is called 

‘photosynthesis’. 

JUMBLE WORD 

Parts of a Plant: 

 

E T L A P S 

_ _ _ _ _ _  
 

 

E S T M 

_ _ _ _ 
 

 

E E A L V S  

_ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

 

E S E D S 

_ _ _ _ _ 

 

 

O  O  T  R  S 

_ _ _ _ _ 
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I’m a Grevillea!  

 

There are more than 350 species of this plant. 

'Grevilleas’ display a wide range of shapes and sizes, 

(from small shrubs to large trees). They come in many 

different colours too such as red, orange or yellow 

shadings, and some grevillea plants will flower all year 

round! 

Who am I food for? 

These colourful flowers often attract honey-eating 

birds to carry out pollination, and possums love them 

too! 

 

• These birds use their brush-tipped 

tongue to collect nectar from the flowers.  

 

• Birds like the Rainbow lorikeet and New 

Holland Honeyeater.   

 

• Other animals like to eat the  

Blossom(flower) are possums.                

Plants give us oxygen.  Oxygen is in the air we breathe.  All living things need it.  

Plants make oxygen.  Thank you plants!  

Photos taken 

by ‘Ken.’ 

Help, I Can’t Run! 
 

Plants can’t run from animals that want to eat 

them, however they do have ways to stay safe 

and survive.  

 

Such as: 

- Some plants have wax coated leaves, which 

help to prevent water loss.  

 

- Some plants have vertical leaves, which 

helps the plant to get more sunlight.  

 

- Some desert plants have shallow roots that 

spread out over a wide area. This allows 

them to get as much rainwater as possible 

during the rare occasions that it rains. 

 

- In tropical areas large leaves allow the plant 

to catch as much light and moisture as 

possible, which helps them survive. 

 

- The brightly coloured flowers of plants 

allow bees and other pollinators to easily see 

and find them, for pollination. 

 

Do you 
know? 

Grevillea is also 
known as “Spider 

flower”, “Silky oak” 
and “Toothbrush 

plant”. 

A thistle, common name ‘Prickly lettuce’ 

showing its vertical leaves. 
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Hello, I’m a 
Bottlebrush  
These bushes and trees provide 

excellent places for birds to roost and 

nest. It’s also a food source for many 

birds and insects!  

 

Hi, I’m a Banksia  
 Banksia’s can grow in the form of shrubs or 

trees. 

 These plants are naturally adapted to bushfires. 

 

Who am I food for? 

Flowers are a rich source of nectar attracting birds, 

bats, rats, possums and bees, which are responsible 

for the pollination of these plants.  

 

 

Spinebill eating a bottlebrush, photo credit to Ken 

Australia's national floral 

emblem is the Golden wattle  
 

Image credit to Svetlana Apukhtina- istock 

by Getty Images 
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 Venus Flytrap 

Did you know that some 

plants eat bugs?  

 

Each leaf of the Venus 

flytrap holds a sweet 

juice. When a bug tries 

to sip the juice, the leaf 

snaps shut.   

 

It takes about a week for 

the plant to finish its 

insect meal! 

At Cleland 

Recently, on 31st July, 

it was National Tree 

Day! 

 

This day celebrates the 

importance of trees and 

calls those to take action, 

for all to get their hands 

dirty, and give back to the 

community. 

 

At Cleland Wildlife Park 

our Junior Conservation 

Club Crew helped plant 

some native wattles in our 

café garden, to provide 

shelter for our bandicoots 

and potoroos, and food for 

our native honeyeaters and 

lorikeets. 

 

THANK YOU JCC CREW! 

Cleland’s Butterflies 

Currently our butterflies 

have entered a state 

known as “diapause”. This 

is essentially a kind of 

hibernation for bugs. 

 

They will be back in the 

warmer months. 

 

Did you know? 
Moon flowers bloom only 

at night, closing during 

the day, which means 

night-flying insects mostly 

pollinate them!  

Butterflies Favourite  
 Butterflies are fussy eaters and some species rely on only one 

or two plants for their survival. Adult butterflies are nectar 

feeders. While young butterfly larvae eat leaves from many 

native plants. It is important to plant a variety of native nectar 

producing plants to ensure there is food available throughout 

the year. 

 

To the left are some plants that South Australian 

butterflies (below) love to feed on. 

 

 

Did you know? 
 Sedges and grasses are also 

important for butterflies, as 

caterpillars feed on them. 

 

 Common brown butterflies lay their 

eggs directly onto native grass 

species to ensure an immediate food 

supply, for when their larvae emerge. 

 

 

Dainty swallowtail – Common brown – Chequered swallowtail  
 

Native Scaur-Pea (Cullen)  

Native Lilac 

Running Postman 

Wattle 

Kangaroo grass seed head – Butterfly larvae in cocoon on Kangaroo grass – Wallaby grass seed head  

 


