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spiritual connection and the relationship 

that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have to Country.  

The Department works in partnership 

with the First Peoples of South Australia 

and supports their Nations to take a 

leading role in caring for their Country. 
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Lizards for Life 

Monogamy means 'a species 

that have only one mate at a 

time, often for their entire life!'  

Long-term monogamy is not 

often reported in reptile species.  

However, studies have shown 

that the 'shingleback lizard' also 

known as the 'sleepy lizard'   is a 

monogamous species. They 

spend most of the year on their 

own, but between September 

and November they reunite with 

the same partner!  

Often they are seen crossing 

roads in pairs, the male following 

the female.  

Faithful Friends Inside this issue 

Faithful Friends ...................1 

Find-a-Word........................2 

Barking Gecko Goes .........3 

It's a Dragon  ......................3 

Maze…………………………… 4 

The Best of Blue .................4 

Big Lizards ............................5 

School Holidays .................5 

 

Acknowledgement to country 

 
The Department for Environment and 

Water acknowledges Aboriginal people 

as the First Peoples and Nations of the 

lands and waters we live and work upon 

and we pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and emerging. We 

acknowledge and respect the deep 

Image credit above to keeper John   
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Look for Lizards 

Find-a-Word 

bearded dragon 

shingle back 

carnivore 

blue tongue 

lizard 

herbivore 

lace monitor 

reptile  

 

JUMBLE WORD 

T R A C I L O M N E O 
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nocturnal 

goanna 

ectothermic  

basking 
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gecko 
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Barking Gecko Goes……… 

 

Hello!  I'm a barking gecko.  Did you know that the café 

at Cleland Wildlife Park is named after me! 

These geckos are nocturnal and found all across the 

south regions of Australia.  

They got their name from the unusual noise they make 

when they are threatened. They will arch their back, puff 

up their body and 'bark' to scare of attackers.  

 

Barking geckos can lick their own eyeballs to keep their eye shields 

free of dirt and grit.  How cool! 

It’s a Dragon! 
While not a fire-breathing dragon, what this 

lizard can do when its feeling threatened is 

pretty scary.  Its body is covered by 

specialised scales and they will puff up their 

body and beard to look bigger, open their 

mouth really wide and hiss!  Sounds 

terrifying right?  

 

Bearded dragons are omnivores; they eat 

insects, vegetables and fruits. 

 

They can regulate their body temperature 

through changing their colour.  They can 

become lighter in hot weather, and darker in 

cool weather. 

 

Apart from a low hiss when threatened, 

bearded dragons do not make much noise.  

Although they hiss when threatened, they 

communicate a little differently by colour 

display, body movement such as head 

bobbing, arm waving and posturing.  

 

 

 

Bearded dragon images credit to Cleland Wildlife Park keepers 

Do you 

know? 
Barking geckos are 

carnivores.  
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The Best of Blue 
Blue-tongued lizards are the largest 

members of the skink family. Skink lizards 

have overlapping scales that are usually 

smooth.  

 

When threatened, blue-tongues turn towards 

the threat, open their mouth really wide and 

stick out their flat blue tongue. This display, 

together with the large size of the head, may 

frighten off predators such as cats, dogs, foxes 

or larger lizards.  

 

If you have blue-tongue lizards in your 

garden, they are great for eating insects, snails 

and slugs. Please note that a frightened blue-

tongue may bite if it is picked up. The best way 

to appreciate wildlife is to observe, not touch.  

 

 

Maze generation credit to Alance AB  
Eastern blue-tongue lizard image credit 
to keeper John. 

Solve the 

Maze! 
Have a go…start at 

the top and work your 

way to the bottom.   

Start 

Finish 

Did you 

know? 
‘Viviparous’ 

means an animal 

which gives birth 

to live young.  
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At Cleland  

School Holiday 

Activities: 

 

1. Easter Trail: 

‘Where’s Bilby?' 
Take up the challenge!  Follow the 

“Where’s Bilby?” trail to discover 

some fascinating features and 

interesting bilby facts, on an 

adventure around the park. 

Monday 11th April – 

Monday 18th April 

 

2. School Holiday 

Trail: ‘Mega 

Monsters of the 

Past’ 
Join the “Mega Monsters of the 

Past” self-guided trail to discover 

what megafauna existed in 

Australia many years ago, and 

what animals resemble them 

today. 

Tuesday 19th April – 

Sunday 1st May 

 

3. ‘Storytime on the 

lawn’ 

Come hear a story and learn a fun 

fact or two about some of our 

amazing animals. 

Friday the 22nd and 

29th of April 

Time: 10:30am 

Duration: 10-15 minutes 

 

Location: Café lawn 

 

Free with entry 

 

Wildlification Programs 

Theme: ‘Stepping back 

in time.’ 

 

Did you know? 

While we refer to reptiles 

as ‘cold blooded,’ this is 

true but there is a more 

accurate word you can use.  

 

Reptiles are in fact 

‘ectothermic’, which 

means an animal does not 

have a set body 

temperature, and takes on 

the temperature of their 

surroundings. 

 

Ectothermic animals can 

use the sunlight as a way of 

warming up their bodies. 

 

To cool down, ectothermic 

animals can go into the 

shade or underground. 

Do you know? 
While foraging for food in 

trees and on the ground, lace 

monitors will flick their forked 

tongue out of their mouth, 

allowing them to sense and 

track prey, and also alerting 

them to possible danger. 

Lace Monitor 
 

These amazing lizards can grow 

up to 2 metres long, and are 

Australia’s second largest lizard.  

 

They are also expert climbers, 

allowing them to search out nests 

and eggs. As well as eating 

possums, birds and other reptiles, 

they will also eat fruit and carrion 

(dead animals). 

  

They live in eastern Australian 

forests and coastal areas, and in a 

few areas of South Australia.  

 

If you would like to see our lace 

monitor, ‘Goliath’, he is in his 

outdoor enclosure in the warmer 

months. 

 

 

Heath Goanna  
Heath goannas are smaller than lace 

monitors, only growing to 1.3-1.5 metres.  

 

Heath goannas are great diggers and eat 

rabbits, mice, rats, carrion (dead animals), 

small birds, other mammals, insects, 

spiders, small reptiles and eggs! 

 

The heath goanna, also known as 

Rosenberg’s goanna, is classified as 

vulnerable in South Australia. 

 

But why? 

 Habitat loss due to land clearing. 

 Removal of termite mounds 

(used to incubate eggs).  

 Removal of fallen trees and logs 

(used for shelter).  

 Predation by cats, foxes and 

dogs. 

 Road mortality.  

 

At Cleland Wildlife Park you can see our 

heath goanna ‘David’ in the summer 

months, sharing an enclosure with 

‘Goliath’ the lace monitor.  

 

For more information:  

https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/landscape/docs/hf/heath

-goanna-factsheet.pdf  

 

Image credit to @aussie.21 

Do you 
know? 

Heath goannas lay 

their eggs in termite 

mounds! 

Map records from 
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/landscape/docs
/hf/heath-goanna-factsheet.pdf  
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